












MONUMENTAL EDIFICES 

 

175 

overseas Koreans and foreigners, and that the donated trees and flowers 
were planted around the tower and the Arch of Triumph. 

It was thus thanks to the loyalty of the Korean people and the devotion 
of the world’s progressive people that the Tower of the Juche Idea and the 
Arch of Triumph were constructed in an imposing style in Pyongyang. 

On April 1, 1982, Kim Il Sung, accompanied by Kim Jong Il, looked 
round the two monuments.  

On April 10, Kim Jong Il said gleefully: “The recent construction of 
the Tower of the Juche Idea, Arch of Triumph and other monumental 
edifices has done a lot to delight the President and celebrate his 70th 
birthday, and I’m so light-hearted.” 

The arch and the tower were unveiled respectively on April 14 and 15, 
1982, to mark Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday. 

The Zimbabwean President, while in Korea to join the birthday 
celebrations, looked across at the Tower of the Juche Idea for a long time 
from the observation platform of the Grand People’s Study House, and said, 
“The Seven Wonders of the World are much talked about. I think that the 
Tower of the Juche Idea should be the foremost of them. It is the model of a 
monument.” The president of another country said that the beacon of Juche 
would remain aflame for ever, as the tower symbolizes the immortal Juche 
idea of President Kim Il Sung. 

The monumental edifices that sprang up in Pyongyang on the occasion 
of Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday exemplified Kim Jong Il’s loyal devotion to 
him, and his eagerness to relieve the President of any worry and afford him 
pleasure. 

Now he set about carrying into effect another plan of the President: 
Construction of the Grand People’s Study House on Namsan Hill in the 
heart of Pyongyang. Kim Il Sung had reserved the site for later use, as far 
back as during the Korean war, when the master plan for the reconstruction 
of Pyongyang was in the making. 

In mid-December 1973, he climbed the hill and said that it was high 
time to clear the site for a project, specifically a big library, as the People’s 
Palace of Culture and the Students and Children’s Palace had already been 
built in Pyongyang. 
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Kim Jong Il buckled down to this plan, and assumed direct control of 
the Grand People’s Study House project. 

He proposed holding a national design contest for this particular project, 
and directed its planning in such a way that it could reflect the President’s 
intention and the people’s aspiration. 

He examined the different designs submitted, and found that all of those 
showed modern buildings. Reminding the officials that what the President 
had in mind was a building in traditional Korean style, he said that this 
building, which was to be the axis in the architectural layout of Pyongyang, 
should be in Korean style in order for it to bring out the full character and 
appearance of Pyongyang as a city of Korea and the people. 

He set his mind on a neat, graceful and distinctively Korean style and an 
optimum scale blending in well with the surroundings. 

He instructed that the original scale be reduced to a level harmonious 
with the surroundings. Then he examined the altered design several times, 
setting a reasonable scale, size and height. He stressed: The standard for 
comparison in scale is not the size of any library in foreign countries, but 
that matching the sizes of Kim Il Sung Square and the buildings around it; 
those to be referred to for constructing a study house in ideal harmony with 
the surrounding buildings and as the axis of architectural layout in 
Pyongyang, should be the platform of Kim Il Sung Square and the 
buildings on either side, when viewed from the square, and should be the 
Korean Revolution Museum, Mansudae Art Theatre, Pyongyang Students 
and Children’s Palace and Pyongyang Grand Theatre, when viewed from 
East Pyongyang. 

This idea was a flash of inspiration to the planners, who had been 
groping about, and they finally came up with a design with a reduced scale. 

He frequented the construction site and made sure that the height of the 
central roof would match that of the surrounding buildings and that the main 
part would be given over to libraries and reading rooms. Then he supplied 
sophisticated equipment such as air-conditioners and lighting apparatus.  

The project was thus completed in a year and nine months, as a major 
masterpiece of Korean architectural art.  

With a total floor space of nearly 100,000 m2, the study house has a 
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capacity of up to 30 million volumes, libraries with a total length of 260 km 
and over 600 rooms, including reading, lecture and information rooms, with 
a total of 6,000 seats. 

On September 26, 1981, just before it was opened for service, Kim Il Sung 
visited it and climbed to the observation platform. Satisfied with the 
excellent construction of the Grand People’s Study House, he said with 
delight that it did so much toward the wonderful layout of the heart of 
Pyongyang. 

Kim Jong Il again afforded great pleasure to Kim Il Sung on the 
occasion of his 70th birthday by materializing the latter’s other plans for a 
maternity hospital, health complex and indoor swimming pool in Pyongyang. 

Once, while giving on-the-spot guidance in South Hwanghae Province, 
Kim Il Sung had visited an indoor swimming pool in Sinchon. He found 
some athletes in training, but the hot-spring pool was not clear, and smelt 
bad. He felt sore at heart over the lack of good training conditions. That 
night he said to Kim Jong Il in the following vein: The swimmers are 
training in such a low-standard pool because of our failure to provide a 
good one. So how can we produce good swimmers? When the country 
becomes better off, we should build a good swimming pool. 

On February 14, 1979, Kim Jong Il said that Pyongyang had now 
become magnificent and modern in appearance, but still there was no good 
bathhouse or maternity hospital. Expressing his determination to build 
them, even if it meant putting off other construction projects that year, he 
said that they would be a significant gift to the Pyongyang citizens. 

He advised the officials concerned to come up with an audacious plan 
for the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital and Changgwang Health Complex 
with fresh styles and contents, increase the number of beds from the 
planned 500 to 1,500 in the maternity hospital, build the health complex 
into a hygienic and cultural service complex with bathrooms, wading pools 
and a swimming pool, and to double the planned 1,000 spectator seats of the 
swimming pool. 

He took steps to install a headquarters for these projects, staffed with 
competent officials, supply a construction force that had proved excellent in 
previous projects in Pyongyang and was equipped with modern construction 
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machinery and to invest heavily in the purchase of the world’s latest type of 
equipment to furnish the buildings. He acquainted himself with the whole 
course of planning and actual construction, providing meticulous guidance 
so that the buildings could turn out to be of everlasting value. 

Kim Jong Il is never tight-fisted when it comes to the good of the 
people, as is evidenced by the jewel-studded floor in the central lounge and 
marble corridors of the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital. 

In the summer and again in the autumn of 1979 he visited the 
construction site of the hospital. One day he said that as the hospital was to 
be a palace for the women and children, nothing should be spared. He 
proposed laying out a jewel-studded floor in the central lounge, so that, 
immediately inside the building, one would get an impression of a palace. 

As yet, there had been no precedent for a jewel-studded floor, although 
various other kinds of high-quality stones were used for graceful buildings. 
The officials were impressed, and Kim Jong Il again reminded them of the 
jewel-studded floor, saying that be it ever so valuable, a jewel was not too 
good for that purpose. 

Another time, when he was informed that the corridors of the hospital 
were to be floored with artificial marble because of the short supply of 
marble, he remarked that the building was to be a gift for the women and 
children, so it should not be plain in any way. And he took measures for 
supplying marble to the hospital before any other project. 

In the construction of the health complex as well, Kim Jong Il took an 
unprecedented step with regard to its main tricky issue, the method of water 
supply. Several thousand tons of water were needed each time to fill the 
swimming pool and bathrooms, and refilling them every so often was no 
easy job. 

Kim Jong Il met some officials to talk about this problem. One of them 
proposed recycling the water, the only possible option he could see. 

For some time, Kim Jong Il was lost in thought, and then said 
emphatically: We must solve the water problem on the principle of 
the best conditions for the people. The bathrooms, swimming pool 
and wading pools–all for the people–should not have even one per 
cent of the used water. We must seek a way to pump out one 
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hundred per cent of the old water and refill with fresh water.  
Then he spread out a map of Pyongyang and drew a line with a red 

pencil, linking the health complex directly with the Taedong River, saying 
that they must draw water from the Taedong River. He added that it was 
natural in that age that water should flow as man wants. 

On February 24, 1980, Kim Jong Il went to see the completed projects 
of the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital and Changgwang Health Complex. 

He was quite delighted with the well-furnished hospital, after making his 
way through the central lounge with a jewel-studded floor, a TV reception 
room, operating theatre, incubator room, delivery room, X-ray room, 
in-patient room, baby room, physio-therapy room, laboratory, office and 
outside park. 

Then he proceeded to the health complex and looked round the 
bathrooms, wading pools and swimming pool. Satisfied with the 
construction, he said that the two buildings should be shown to the 
President and presented to the people. 

On March 21 and 31, respectively, Kim Il Sung looked round the new 
buildings, and exclaimed over and over again in huge delight that they were 
really tremendous. 

The Ice Rink and the Chongryu Restaurant, other masterpieces of 
Juche-based architecture, were also materialization of Kim Il Sung’s plan 
wrought by Kim Jong Il on the occasion of the former’s 70th birthday. 

Once, on his return from an overseas trip, Kim Il Sung had expressed 
his hope to the officials that an ice rink could be built for children. Another 
time he had planned to construct a modern restaurant on the bank of the 
Pothong River at some time in the future. 

On December 5, 1979, Kim Jong Il initiated the construction of a modern, 
1,000-seat restaurant beside the Changgwang Health Complex, bigger than 
the Okryu Restaurant and on January 11, 1980, proposed an ice-rink project 
while on a visit to the health complex, whose construction was nearing 
completion. He said that the President had long since suggested building a 
good ice rink in Pyongyang, adding that it should be well-appointed enough 
to be fit for international games as well. He designated the sites of the 
restaurant and the ice rink on the green lot between the Pyongyang Indoor 



CHAPTER 21. TO PASS ON KIM IL SUNG’S REVOLUTIONARY EXPLOITS 

 

180 

Stadium and the Changgwang Health Complex, and instructed that their 
construction be wound up in time to mark the President’s 70th birthday. He 
proposed a conical shape for the ice rink, like a skater’s hat, and advised that a 
model should be made of it on the spot, and the opinions of the people 
solicited. In addition, the projected Chongryu Restaurant should be built in a 
modern style, unlike the Okryu Restaurant, he said. 

He led the planners and builders to adopt a thoroughly 
quality-conscious, people-oriented approach to the two projects. 

One day in April 1980, Kim Jong Il, while examining the technical 
designs for the ice rink, discovered that it was supposed to be closed from 
June to October every year. 

The designers had planned it that way because the need to cool the 
interior at the height of summer explicitly required an air-conditioner fitted 
with a cooling device three times greater in capacity than the freezing 
equipment for the ice. 

Kim Jong Il reasoned with them in this way:  
If that’s the reason you’ve done this, you’re wrong. The ice rink should 

remain open in summer as well, except for the period of annual 
maintenance. It’ll prove of little use if the people cannot go to it for five 
months in a year. It should be open all the year round.  

He asked what kinds of cooling devices, how many of them and what 
kinds of materials were needed, and immediately gave a nod to their purchase. 

He was again absorbed in the designs, looking for any problem that 
called for solution. After a while he said that he could not find the item of 
ventilation equipment, and asked about it. 

In fact, the designers had dismissed artificial ventilation, because the 
equipment to be imported was so expensive and, more important, most of 
the famous ice rinks in the world were practising temperature regulation 
only through natural ventilation. 

He told the designers: Then the interior would still contain stale air. The 
health of the people would be harmed. It should not be that way. We should 
pump out 100 per cent of the polluted air and pump in 100 per cent of fresh 
air. You should alter the design, with a people-centred view. 

On August 13, 1981, he visited the Ice Rink and Chongryu Restaurant, 
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after their interior furnishing had been finished, and emphatically called for 
improving the quality of construction markedly. 

Looking round the interior and exterior of the Ice Rink, he criticized the 
obviously formalistic approach in the design and construction of the vaulted 
ceiling, main door, walls, columns, floor and other parts. Noting that it 
could not be presented to the people as it was, he instructed refurbishing of 
the interior. 

He also called attention to all shortcomings revealed in the design and 
construction of the Chongryu Restaurant, and indicated the ways and means 
to complete it as an impeccable, monumental edifice. 

Finally the builders rounded off the sprucing-up projects. 
On December 6, 1981, Kim Il Sung looked round the two buildings, 

magnificent and flamboyant, and expressed his great satisfaction over the 
fact that they had sprung up as monumental edifices of a unique style and a 
modern and people-centred quality. 

Still another project slated for the celebration of Kim Il Sung’s 70th 
birthday was the rebuilding of the Moranbong Stadium (the present 
Kim Il Sung Stadium) into a modern, expanded, semi-roofed stadium. 

Once, during the run-up to the 70th birthday, Kim Jong Il looked into 
the progress of all the projects, which would be gifts for the people from the 
President. The maternity hospital and health complex had already been 
constructed, and the projects of the Grand People’s Study House, 
Pyongyang Department Store No. 1, Ice Rink, Chongryu Restaurant, 
Mangyongdae Fun Fair and modern blocks of flats were nearing 
completion, but the construction of a modern stadium was yet to come. He 
decided to spruce up the Moranbong Stadium where the President had made 
a speech on his triumphal return home. 

One day in mid-July, 1981, he summoned the officials concerned, 
informed them of his decision and instructed them to draft a plan of 
reconstruction and to rename the stadium Kim Il Sung Stadium after the 
completion of the project. 

The designers were excited, and set to work, planning a considerable 
increase in the number of seats and the width of the background, as well as 
an elliptic semi-roof 12 metres in length. Some time later Kim Jong Il 



CHAPTER 21. TO PASS ON KIM IL SUNG’S REVOLUTIONARY EXPLOITS 

 

182 

examined the plan, and commented: The 12-metre-long roof will be only 
enough to cover a third of the seats. Then, it will be of little avail after the 
investment of all that labour and all those materials. The length should be 
increased as far as possible by correctly calculating its weight, and the floor 
should be lowered by 1.5 metres to increase the number of seats. 

The planners adopted a keen sense of thorough innovation and 
conceived an idea of removing all the old structures, adding ten tiers of 
seats and doubling the length of the roof. 

One autumn day in 1981, Kim Jong Il readily approved the design, and 
gave the go-ahead for the project. 

Following the ground-breaking blast, a shock brigade of builders and 
servicemen set to work, with a huge set of machinery. 

On December 21, Kim Jong Il visited the construction site, went up to 
the top tier of the seats to look closely at the roof beams, and said that the 
roof seemed a bit short. He proposed lengthening it by a further three 
metres, and added that this might be done by using light metal instead of 
steel for the beams. Thus the roof was lengthened to close to 30 metres, 
enough to roof the whole area of seats. 

Kim Jong Il again came out, even on his 40th birthday. That same day 
he was awarded the title of DPRK Hero, and Kim Il Sung hosted a 
luncheon at the Kumsusan Assembly Hall, attended by senior Party and 
State officials. 

After the party, Kim Jong Il went straight to the renovation site of the 
stadium. A senior official of the Party Central Committee earnestly asked 
him to rest for once, as it was the wish of the people. But he declined, 
saying that he wanted to show the expanded Moranbong Stadium to the 
President on the occasion of the latter’s 70th birthday, and that when the 
latter beamed in delight at the sight of it, it would be his greatest pleasure 
and happiness. 

At the site, he said that the stadium, to be renamed after the President, 
should be flawless in every way.  

He called attention to the different heights of the roofs over the 
background, seats and platform, and laid emphasis on the same height of the 
roof at all points. 
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The project was completed in four months. The stadium, another 
monumental edifice, appeared with a huge roof sparkling in the 
sunshine–tens of thousands of seats for spectators, artificial turf football 
field, an athletic track floored with special rubber plates, and up-to-date 
lighting equipment and screens. 

On April 1, 1982, Kim Il Sung inspected the stadium, guided by 
Kim Jong Il. He recalled that when he had made a speech upon his 
triumphal return, this had been only a public playground. Remarking that it 
was now turned into a modern one blending in well with the scenery of 
Moran Hill, under the guidance of the Party, he said it was a treasure of the 
people to be passed on through generations. 

Kim Jong Il told the officials that the stadium was good enough to 
deserve the name Kim Il Sung. 

On April 10, 1982, the DPRK Central People’s Committee issued the 
decree: “On Changing the Name of Moranbong Stadium to Kim Il Sung 
Stadium”. 

The host of monumental edifices that sprang up to Kim Il Sung’s 
delight on the occasion of his 70th birthday were a brilliant fruition of 
Kim Jong Il’s sheer force of loyal devotion. 

 
 

3. A GRAND POLITICAL FESTIVAL 
 
The Korean people and the people of the rest of the world wished to 

celebrate the 70th birthday of President Kim Il Sung as the greatest national 
holiday, as a common festival for mankind, out of their boundless respect 
and reverence for and ardent feeling of loyalty to him. 

Kim Jong Il dedicated himself heart and soul to glorifying President 
Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday as a grand common political festival of 
mankind, true to the unanimous desire of the Korean people and progressive 
people the world over. 

The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea adopted a decision, titled, “On Greeting the Great Leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung’s 70th Birthday as the Greatest National Holiday Shining 
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Forever in the History of Our Party and Motherland”. Kim Jong Il 
mobilized the entire Party and all the people to make preparations for the 
grand celebration of the President’s 70th birthday. 

He ensured that volumes of President Kim Il Sung’s works and books 
on the President’s revolutionary achievements were published on the 
occasion of the President’s 70th birthday to brighten the great quality of the 
President all over the world, and bring it home to all Party members and to 
the working masses as well. 

The Works of Kim Il Sung, in 20 volumes, a library of President 
Kim Il Sung’s revolutionary ideas, were compiled and published, 
accompanied by the publication of other books on his personality and 
achievements, including History of the Revolutionary Activities of the 
Great Leader Comrade Kim Il Sung and Biography of Kim Il Sung, in 
three volumes, and the release of relevant documentary and feature films. 

Kim Jong Il exerted energetic efforts to upgrade the living standards of 
the people and give presents to every child, student and family throughout 
the country. 

In his speech delivered at the consultative meeting of the chief 
secretaries of the provincial Party committees in October 1979, Kim Jong Il 
said that if they improved the people’s living standards to a higher stage on 
the occasion of Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday they could give a pleasure to 
the latter. He took concrete steps for the purpose. He made the provincial, 
city and county Party committees undertake this work forcefully in two 
stages: The first stage, the preparatory stage, by the Sixth Congress of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea; and the second stage by the President’s 70th 
birthday. 

In particular, he initiated a production campaign for the President’s 
birthday, on April 15, and arranged the central and provincial headquarters 
for the production of the “April 15 Goods”, while ensuring that different 
sectors of the national economy supplied raw and other materials, coal and 
electricity required for the production of the said goods on a priority basis 
by all means, including planes and ships. Moreover, he inspected the 
samples of the goods several times, and provided concrete guidance for 
their production with the best quality. 
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Kim Jong Il saw to it that the events to celebrate President Kim Il Sung’s 
70th birthday were prepared at the highest level, with focus put on 
demonstration of the President’s great quality and achievements. 

In November 1978, more than three years prior to the President’s 70th 
birthday, Kim Jong Il proposed the creation of the music and dance epic 
Song of Glory, the first-ever grand performance by 5,000 artistes, and 
mobilized all forces in the art and literary sector for its preparation. 

Kim Jong Il paid his utmost attention to the creation of this new form of 
music and dance epic devoted to the representation of the President’s 
revolutionary career and achievements as a masterpiece of the times, as a 
summing-up piece of performing arts. 

On February 11, 1982, Kim Jong Il put forward a policy to divide the 
70-year-long history of President Kim Il Sung’s revolutionary activities 
decade by decade, to bring out the features of each decade, and arrange 
the performance with many new songs as well as the existing famous 
songs and dances which had been created and disseminated widely in each 
period of the President’s revolutionary activities, so that the President’s 
revolutionary career could be presented through a lifelike artistic 
representation. Then he personally selected the songs that had been 
popular during the days of the democratic revolution, Fatherland 
Liberation War, postwar reconstruction and socialist construction one by 
one, including the song Victorious May. 

Kim Jong Il gave instructions on the problems arising from the creation of 
the work several times, and guided its preview to complete it as a masterpiece.  

In early October 1980, when he was guiding the preview of the mass 
gymnastics display Under the Banner of the Party to be performed on the 
occasion of the Sixth Congress and the 35th anniversary of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, he had already instructed that the mass gymnastics for the 
celebration of President Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday should be created in a 
new form and at a much higher level, and clarified its central thematic idea 
and the ways for its creation. Later he titled the mass gymnastics display 
The People Sing of the Leader, and examined its amendment throughout a 
whole night. 

Thus the mass gymnastics display The People Sing of the Leader was 



CHAPTER 21. TO PASS ON KIM IL SUNG’S REVOLUTIONARY EXPLOITS 

 

186 

completed as a monumental work to sing the praises of the history and 
achievements of Kim Il Sung’s revolutionary activities, and demonstrate 
the unanimous common will of the Korean people to accomplish the 
revolutionary cause of Juche through generations. 

Kim Jong Il also ensured that a soiree that had been arranged in the old, 
conventional form of only a mass dance was replaced with a new form in 
which a mass dance and an art performance were combined, and gave 
concrete instructions on all problems arising out of the process of preparing 
the soiree at its highest level, ranging from illumination and balloons to be 
set up at the square to the costumes of the artistes. 

Busy as he was looking after overall preparations for the celebration 
events, he attached great importance to the drafting of the relevant 
documents. He twice went over the draft report of the national meeting to 
celebrate President Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday, and ensured that the report 
covered the whole history of the President’s 70-year-long revolutionary 
activities and fully reflected his revolutionary achievements. 

As part of his endeavour to celebrate President Kim Il Sung’s 70th 
birthday as a grand international political festival, Kim Jong Il organized 
the large-scale undertaking of inviting and accepting many foreign 
congratulatory delegations.  

Around that time, many heads of State and government expressed their 
willingness to visit Korea to congratulate President Kim Il Sung on his 70th 
birthday, and those who could not come due to unavoidable circumstances 
said that they would send envoys. A large number of foreign figures in the 
political, social, academic, mass media and art and literary circles and 
adherents of the Juche idea also expressed their willingness to visit Korea. 

Kim Jong Il provided solutions to all problems arising in receiving them. 
Consequently, more than 220 foreign delegations and delegates, 

including heads of State and government and party leaders, and 1,000 
leading figures from 118 countries participated in the celebration events. 

Thanks to Kim Jong Il’s painstaking efforts, the preparations for the 
celebration of the President’s 70th birthday as a grand political festival were 
completely successful. 

As a prelude to the celebration of the President’s 70th birthday as a grand 
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political festival, a national seminar on the Juche idea was held, and 
Kim Jong Il sent it his treatise On the Juche Idea on March 31, 1982. It 
was followed by a celebration lecture, book, photo and art exhibitions, film 
shows and national meeting, accompanied by the inauguration ceremonies 
of the Tower of the Juche Idea, the Arch of Triumph and Kim Il Sung 
Stadium, all devoted to the high praise of the President’s great qualities and 
revolutionary achievements, thus adding to the jubilant atmosphere of the 
April holiday. 

Kim Jong Il attached great importance to a joint meeting of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the DPRK Supreme 
People’s Assembly, where the President was to deliver a policy speech. 

Saying that if heads of State and senior officials of foreign countries 
took part in the meeting, they would be able to better understand the 
greatness of President Kim Il Sung and learn much and gain confidence 
and courage, Kim Jong Il saw to it that not only heads of party, State and 
government but also delegations and individual figures from many countries 
visiting Pyongyang were allowed to attend the joint meeting. 

At the joint meeting, President Kim Il Sung delivered a policy speech 
on the tasks of the people’s power to be tackled in modelling the whole 
society on the Juche idea. 

The foreign delegates highly praised his policy speech as a “grand 
programme shedding light on the road ahead for the peoples of the world”, 
and a “grand plan for global independence”. 

Kim Jong Il also saw that the banquet in honour of President Kim Il Sung 
on his 70th birthday was thrown on a grand scale. 

Coming across the fact that two or three foreign delegates were expected 
to make congratulatory speeches at the banquet, Kim Jong Il advised that it 
was not appropriate to deter all foreign presidents and heads of delegations 
from proposing toasts if they were willing to do so at the beginning of the 
banquet, and that such an occurrence should be anticipated in the 
arrangement of the banquet. 

As a result, on April 15, 1982, the presidents of Guinea, Zambia, 
Mozambique, Mauritania and Zimbabwe, and many heads of delegations 
proposed toasts at the banquet. 
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It was rare for heads of State and party to travel to another country to 
congratulate their counterpart on his or her birthday. It was also 
unprecedented for so many heads of State and party to make congratulatory 
speeches at a banquet for the same purpose. 

The speakers paid their highest respects to President Kim Il Sung for his 
achievements and devoted services for the cause of peace, liberation and 
independence of mankind, saying, “President Kim Il Sung is the great 
leader of the world revolution and a close friend of ours, who gives 
encouragement to us,” and “President Kim Il Sung’s 70-year-long career is 
a history of whole-hearted devotion to the accomplishment of the cause of 
freedom for the Korean people and the oppressed peoples all over the world.” 

The banquet, overflowing with respect and reverence for President 
Kim Il Sung and with high praise for his greatness and achievements, left a 
lasting impression in the minds of the participants. 

Under Kim Jong Il’s care, a variety of celebration events in honour of 
Kim Il Sung on his 70th birthday took place one after another in the 
presence of foreign guests, all proceeding as the events of a grand 
international political festival. 

The music and dance epic Song of Glory was held on April 14, followed 
by a soiree of Pyongyang citizens at Kim Il Sung Square on the evening of 
April 15 and the mass gymnastics display The People Sing of the Leader 
performed by young people, students and schoolchildren at Kim Il Sung 
Stadium on April 16, all on a grand scale in the presence of President 
Kim Il Sung. 

Kim Jong Il ensured that an art performance of foreign artistes was 
staged to celebrate President Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday as a grand 
political festival with special colour. 

Many foreign artistes were invited to Pyongyang to give performances 
in various theatres and also a joint performance with Korean artistes in the 
presence of President Kim Il Sung. 

As a result, April 15 found the Mansudae Art Theatre resounding with 
hymns of praise to the President sung by foreign artistes. 

Afterwards Kim Jong Il put forward a policy of holding an international 
art festival every April in Pyongyang, to be called April Spring Friendship 
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Art Festival. This annual festival, which started as a joint performance of 
Korean and foreign artistes, has been held since then as an international 
political event to celebrate President Kim Il Sung’s birthday as a common 
holiday for mankind as well as an art festival to pay respects to President 
Kim Il Sung. 

Kim Il Sung’s 70th birthday was celebrated all over the world.  
An international seminar on the Juche idea was held in New Delhi, 

India, with the participation of 130 delegations and delegates from 107 
countries and five international organizations.  

National seminars were held in several countries, including Japan, 
Denmark, Guyana and Guinea. Rallies, meetings, public lectures, banquets, 
art performances, photo exhibitions, film shows and other colourful events 
were held and many books published in countries all over the world. A great 
number of mass media organizations broadcast or published special 
editions. Heads of 79 countries and outstanding figures from 130 countries 
sent to Kim Il Sung 3,500 letters and telegrams of congratulations on his 
70th birthday. Thousands of gifts were sent to him from 121 countries; 
among them were gifts from the heads of 57 countries. 
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CHAPTER 22  
 

CREATION OF THE “SPEED OF THE ’80S” 
 
 

1. MODEL CREATIONS 
 

Kim Jong Il convened a consultative meeting of the senior officials of 
the Party Central Committee on June 8, 1982, and called for a fresh great 
upsurge in socialist economic construction, something akin to the upswing 
occasioned by the December 1956 Plenary Meeting of the WPK15.  

His call gave rise to a Partywide, all-people struggle to create the “speed 
of the ’80s”, a new speed in the era of the 1980s. 

He put forward the slogan “Create the ‘speed of the ’80s’ in the spirit 
displayed during the great Chollima upswing!” and ensured that the 
workers at the Kim Chaek Iron Works took the lead in the effort to create 
the “speed of the ’80s” and that the metallurgical sector made a 
breakthrough in the great upsurge. 

In July that year the workers at the Kim Chaek Iron Works held a 
meeting at which they decided to become the vanguard in the struggle to 
create the “speed of the ’80s”, and called upon the working masses across 
the country to bring about a new upsurge in socialist economic construction. 
In response, the workers at the Kangson Steel Works, the agricultural 
workers in Chongsan-ri and all the other working people rose as one in their 
endeavour to create the “speed of the ’80s”. 

On August 13, 1982, Kim Jong Il explained the essence of the 
movement for creating the “speed of the ’80s”.  

Stressing once again the need to conduct the movement, on September 9 
that year, Kim Jong Il said that all the senior officials should push ahead 
with the movement as befitting the commanding personnel of the 
revolution. 
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The movement for creating the “speed of the ’80s” was a mass 
movement for creating a higher speed in socialist economic construction in 
the 1980s by inheriting the revolutionary spirit displayed by the Korean 
people in the period of the great Chollima upswing and embodying the 
principle of the speed campaign.  

Kim Jong Il convened the Meeting of the Front-rankers of the Chollima 
Movement, the National Meeting of Young Activists and other meetings of 
various branches of the national economy to encourage the whole Party and 
all the people to create a new speed, and ensured that an example of the 
“speed of the ’80s” was created in the building of Ore-Dressing Plant No. 3 
of the Komdok General Mining Enterprise. 

The mining enterprise was planning to build another dressing plant to 
make up for the shortage of its capacity of dressing ore. Kim Jong Il took 
all the necessary measures for the completion of the project within a year 
and personally found solutions to knotty problems. He arranged the 
formation of a powerful construction command with the competent officials 
in the central and provincial Party and power organs, commissions and 
ministries under the Administration Council, concerning himself even with 
their organizational and ideological lives. As part of his effort to build up 
the construction force, he saw to it that servicemen of the People’s Army 
were commissioned to the project. At the same time, he integrated several 
units of the mine-building enterprises into a powerful construction force 
under unified command, and reinforced it with discharged soldiers, young 
shock-brigaders, and volunteers from all parts of the country. Meanwhile, 
he made sure that a powerful mechanized unit equipped with lorries, 
bulldozers and excavators was formed and that necessary materials and 
spare parts were supplied to it preferentially.  

Whenever the project faced difficulties, Kim Jong Il indicated solutions, 
guiding the whole process of the project. 

One day in August, a few days after the ground-breaking ceremony, an 
official on the spot reported to Kim Jong Il that he and his colleagues found 
it difficult to draw up a proper plan for the completion of the project within 
a year, although they had repeatedly discussed it. Kim Jong Il explained to 
him: It is considered a rule in the mining industry to dig ores from the 
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middle of a mountain and unfold the processing units one below the other. 
You should discard such an existing formula and method in construction 
and boldly push ahead with all sorts of work in a three-dimensional way as 
instructed by President Kim Il Sung. 

Such a three-dimensional method of construction was what Kim Jong Il 
had already suggested at the time of the expansion project of Kim Il Sung 
Stadium. It had demonstrated its vitality there and then. By means of this 
method, the builders speeded up the project, full of fresh confidence. Giving 
priority to design work, they conducted the laying of the foundations, the 
building work, and the assembling of the equipment, piping and wiring at 
the same time, thus paving the way for hastening the completion of the 
project ahead of schedule. 

When there arose the question of building before winter an ore-crushing 
station, which was to be the largest building in the ore-dressing plant and 
the most complicated in technical phase, Kim Jong Il proposed applying 
the monolithic method, and sent high-speed young shock-brigaders who 
were well versed in the method. 

Thus the ore-crushing station, which was expected to be completed in 
six months under favourable conditions, was built in a little over a month 
despite unfavourable conditions.   

Kim Jong Il led the whole Party and the whole nation to pay deep 
concern and render assistance to the building of Ore-Dressing Plant No. 3 in 
Komdok. 

Before the plenary meeting of the Party Central Committee in Hamhung 
Kim Jong Il convened a consultative meeting of the senior officials of the 
Party Central Committee in late August 1982, at which he made it clear that 
the main intention and objective of the forthcoming plenary meeting was to 
arouse the whole Party to turn out in the struggle for hitting the production 
target of 1.5 million tons of nonferrous metal as Kim Il Sung planned, and 
suggested calling the meeting the Hamhung Plenary Meeting of the Party 
Central Committee in order to highlight its great significance. 

Kim Jong Il made sure that the participants in the plenary meeting went 
personally to the construction site of the dressing plant on Unryong Hill 
before the meeting. The Hamhung Plenary Meeting and the inspection by its 



MODEL CREATIONS 

 

193 

participants of the construction site greatly encouraged not only the builders 
but also the workers in the Komdok and Tanchon areas, marking an 
important occasion for giving full support to nationwide assistance for the 
building of the dressing plant.  

After the plenary meeting, Kim Jong Il told a senior official of the 
South Hamgyong Provincial Party Committee to implement the decision of 
the plenary meeting to the letter. Revolutionaries should always set high 
targets in their struggle and aggressively push ahead to reach them, he said, 
and encouraged him to buckle down to the work, true to his determination 
expressed at the meeting. He continued that he and the official should strive 
to hit the target of 1.5 million tons of nonferrous metal by all means, the 
official arousing the entire South Hamgyong Province and himself 
mobilizing the whole Party for the purpose. 

In true support of his lofty aim, the whole Party and the whole nation, to 
say nothing of South Hamgyong Province itself, concentrated their efforts 
on the project. 

Regarding the production of ordered equipment as the key to the 
completion of the dressing plant, Kim Jong Il gave personal guidance to 
this work. He formed a powerful command structure in charge of the 
manufacture of machines and other equipment, dispatched officials to the 
relevant factories and enterprises, and ensured that the State Planning 
Commission drew up the plan for the Mining Industry Construction 
Complex and supplied materials and equipment in a responsible way. On 
the basis of daily reports on the situation, he personally solved knotty 
problems and dovetailed the production of the ordered equipment into the 
actual capacity of each machine factory.  

Thanks to his guidance, major factories and enterprises turned out 
thousands of up-to-date ore-dressing equipment, including conical 
pulverizers, king-size crushers and flotation machines by their own efforts, 
techniques and materials in a short span of time. 

In the period of building the ore-dressing plant in Komdok, Kim Jong Il 
took warm care of the lives of the officials and builders. He took measures 
to provide them regularly with fresh vegetables, fish, meat and edible oil. In 
July, the height of summer, he sent them newly-produced blankets and 
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thickly-padded quilts in fear of cold arriving at the construction site on the 
high land earlier than in other areas. He also ensured that hundreds of 
dwelling houses were built prior to the buildings of production units, so that 
a new village, “Songwangdong”, was set up on Unryong Hill. 

Encouraged by his love and trust, the builders completed the 
construction of the large-sized ore-dressing plant with the capacity of 10 
million tons on Unryong Hill, Kumgol, on the occasion of the 35th 
anniversary of the founding of the DPRK.  

On August 19, 1983, Kim Jong Il said it was a remarkable success for 
the constructors to have built the ore-dressing plant within the short span of 
one year, highly praising them for having demonstrated to the full the might 
of the Korean working class in the struggle to create the “speed of the ’80s”. 

The building of Ore-Dressing Plant No. 3 marked a breakthrough in the 
effort to hit the target of 1.5 million tons of nonferrous metal, fanning the 
flames of the campaign to create the “speed of the ’80s” throughout the 
country. 

 
 

2. SUCCESSFUL FULFILMENT OF THE SECOND  
SEVEN-YEAR PLAN 

 
The year 1984 was the last one for the fulfilment of the Second 

Seven-Year Plan. 
Kim Jong Il wisely led the struggle to successfully fulfil the plan 

through a dynamic campaign to create the “speed of the ’80s” in all sectors 
of socialist economic construction. 

In order to bring about a new upsurge on all fronts of the national 
economy he made sure that a letter of the Party Central Committee was sent 
to all the Party members. And in his speech to the senior officials of the 
Party Central Committee on March 10, 1984, he stressed once again that all 
Party members and the working masses should, in response to the letter of 
the Party Central Committee, bring about a fresh upsurge in socialist 
economic construction as they had done in the previous 70-day campaign 
and 100-day campaign. 
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On May 15 the same year Kim Jong Il convened a meeting of the 
Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee, at which he emphasized 
that the bureau members, the secretaries of the Party Central Committee and 
other cadres should go out to the factories, enterprises and countryside to 
bring about a great improvement in industrial and agricultural production 
during the period when Kim Il Sung would be visiting foreign countries. 

The day the meeting of the Political Bureau was over, Kim Jong Il 
started out on a trip to give field guidance to the factories and enterprises in 
North Hamgyong Province.  

Paying profound attention to hitting the target of steel production as 
envisaged in the Second Seven-Year Plan, he gave on-the-spot guidance to 
the major iron production bases and other related factories and enterprises. 

He visited the Kim Chaek Iron Works on May 15, 1984. Shaking hands 
with the workers and officials, he praised them for their success in iron 
production. He explained to them that only when the Kim Chaek Iron 
Works increased its steel production by running the works at the maximum 
rate could enough lorries and tractors be produced and the national 
economy developed as a whole, adding that steel is essential in the 
development of the country’s economy. 

Inspecting the hot-rolling shop, cold-rolling shop, zinc-plating shop and 
other major production processes at the rolling mill, he acquainted himself 
with the actual situation of production and convinced himself that the works 
could run at full capacity and put production on a regular basis, producing 
more steel, if only it was supplied with a sufficient amount of iron ore. He 
emphasized that the officials should make an exact calculation of the 
economy and find solutions to problems concerning raw materials and fuel 
without delay in order to run the works at full capacity. 

On May 16, Kim Jong Il saw off Kim Il Sung in Chongjin on the 
latter’s visit to foreign countries, and then headed for the Musan Mine, 
despite officials requesting that he take a short rest. 

Upon his arrival at the mine, he climbed Cholsan Hill, which is more 
than 1,000 metres above sea-level and sat knee to knee with the workers to 
inquire deeply into the reality of the mine. 

Kim Jong Il said that rotary drills and other equipment needed for the 
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increase of drilling capacity in the mine should be supplied primarily in 
order to ensure regular production of concentrates, and made sure that the 
Ragwon Machine Factory produced high-efficiency rotary drills. 

The same day he gave instructions on the issue of putting production on 
a regular basis, providing favourable conditions for the workers’ 
commuting, building dwelling houses and improving supply services.  

He continued his journey of field guidance, heading for the Chongjin 
Thermal Power Plant on May 17. The plant was a new project under 
construction to satisfy the needs of the Kim Chaek Iron Works that was being 
expanded into a comprehensive base for the metallurgical industry and to 
meet the ever-increasing demand for electric power in the national economy. 

Inspecting the plant, he took necessary measures for early completion of 
the project. The power plant should supply steam to the iron works, he 
continued, so that the latter could put production on a regular basis, and 
should conduct the project concerning the steam in a far-sighted way. 

The same day he also visited the Songjin Steel Plant, one of the 
country’s major steel production bases, and gave instructions which served 
as the guideline for increasing steel production and completing a new 
metallurgical process, and took measures for improving the supply services.  

During his field guidance, he touched in detail on all aspects, ranging 
from the economic problems including production of steel, supply of coal, 
fish-processing, town building in South Chongjin and Kim Chaek City and 
agricultural production to the improvement of the people’s livelihood. 

Looking at the sand tables of the construction of Kim Chaek City and of 
the formation of South Chongjin, Kim Jong Il made clear the direction of 
construction, and stressed that streets should be built as modern as those in 
Pyongyang. 

Paying close attention to reaching the target for coal production in the 
Second Seven-Year Plan, Kim Jong Il went to the newly-built coal-cutter 
shop at the May 10 Factory one evening, even skipping supper. He said he 
would be relieved of his fatigue if he had a look at the combined coal-cutter. 
When he arrived at the factory, he was very pleased with the machine and 
emphasized that it should turn out many combined coal-cutters of high 
quality so as to increase coal production.  
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On May 18, having wound up his field-guidance tour to North 
Hamgyong Province, Kim Jong Il arrived in Hamhung. In order to give an 
impetus to the production of a 10,000-ton press for the development of the 
metal and machine industries, he went to the Ryongsong Machine Complex 
with a firm belief that the workers there would turn it out by their own 
efforts once they were determined to do so.  

On his arrival at the complex, he went directly to the press shop and met 
the workers running the 3,000-ton press. He said that they had been able to 
supply all materials needed in several sectors of the national economy with 
3,000-ton or 6,000-ton press in the past, but today the enlarged national 
economy required a 10,000-ton press. He gave them the task of making a 
10,000-ton press in the following year. He personally discussed the 
problems which might arise in making the press and said confidently that 
the Ryongsong Machine Complex had great potential. 

Kim Jong Il again visited North Hamgyong Province on June 30. He 
instructed the chief secretary of the Chongjin City Party Committee to find 
solutions to knotty problems in the Musan Mine to ensure regular ore 
production. He urged him to provide the workers at the Kim Chaek Iron 
Works who were working in high temperatures, drivers of large lorries and 
excavators and drillers in the Musan Mine with soya milk.  

At the beginning of July he told a senior official in the Administration 
Council that the Musan Mine was unable to increase the production of 
concentrate because of a shortage of rotary drills, and stressed that the 
Taean Heavy Machine Complex, the Ryongsong Machine Complex, the 
Ragwon Machine Factory and other large machine factories should join 
efforts to speed up the production of rotary drills. Next day he ensured 
that a nationwide drilling competition was held at the Musan Mine 
involving the drillers of the mine, drillers from a prospecting corps and 
drillers from the Unryul Mine. Thus a drilling competition was held on 
Cholsan Hill, Musan, to demonstrate which was better, the domestic or the 
imported rotary drills.  

Busy as he was, Kim Jong Il paid deep concern to the daily and weekly 
results of the competition, and ensured that the competition produced 
satisfactory results. 
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Later Kim Jong Il sent a letter of thanks to the participants, trade union 
officials and lecturers who ensured success in the competition. 

Thanks to the devoted efforts Kim Jong Il made to meet the 
ever-increasing demand for steel, a new upsurge was recorded in the ferrous 
metal industry, which constituted a solid foundation for developing the 
whole national economy onto a higher stage.  

His field guidance invigorated the steel-making, machine and coal 
industries and the work of improving the people’s living standards, thus 
spurring the advance in the 1980s. 

Kim Jong Il paid deep concern to the agricultural sector in order to reach 
the target of grain production envisaged in the Second Seven-Year Plan. 

On returning to Pyongyang after his field guidance to North and South 
Hamgyong provinces and Chongjin City, Kim Jong Il dispatched members 
of the Political Bureau and secretaries of the Party Central Committee and 
other officials to the countryside to direct the farm work there, and issued an 
urgent directive to the Party organizations at all levels and Party members. 

The directive called upon them to brighten President Kim Il Sung’s 
successful visit to foreign countries with a great upsurge in socialist 
construction, and put forward tasks to be fulfilled for the purpose, especially 
a detailed task of reaping a bumper harvest through the general mobilization 
of the whole Party and the entire nation for farming work. The Party 
organizations at all levels held discussions to implement the directive, and 
the whole Party and the whole nation turned out for its implementation. 

In a subsequent directive he summed up the progress of the farming 
work and took appropriate measures.  

He inquired into the farming conditions in several areas of the country 
every day and saw that measures were taken correspondingly. 

Kim Jong Il’s leadership ignited the movement to create the “speed of 
the ’80s” and brought about miracles one after another in all sectors of 
socialist economic construction. Thus, the Second Seven-Year Plan was 
fulfilled in 1984. 

During the Second Seven-Year Plan the total industrial output value 
increased by 2.2 times–the production means by 2.2 times and consumer 
goods by 2.1 times–and the rural economy registered great successes.
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3. PRODUCTION OF MODERN LARGE-SIZED  
MACHINES AND EQUIPMENT 

 
Kim Jong Il saw to it that the workers in the machine-building industry 

manufactured modern large-sized machines and equipment by their own 
efforts, by pressing on with the movement to create the “speed of the ’80s”. 

Stressing that modernization of machines and equipment is a key to 
enhancing labour efficiency and the quality of products, Kim Jong Il said:  

“Making machines and equipment precision-oriented, large-sized, 
high-speed and automated is becoming a general tendency. We must 
make them as such in keeping with the trend of the times.” 

A large-sized oxygen plant was one of his primary concerns in 
producing modern machinery. 

Kim Jong Il entrusted the workers of the Ragwon Machine Factory with 
the task, believing that they would fulfil it without fail as they had carried out 
whatever difficult and challenging assignment had been given to them by the 
Party in the past. He saw to it that building a branch factory for the oxygen 
plant was given top priority. He surveyed the master plan and the bird’s-eye 
view of the branch factory on two occasions, and sent a large contingent of 
manpower to hasten the construction. When the construction was completed 
he sent many items of custom-built equipment and technical data, and 
provided all conditions for manufacturing the oxygen plant at the earliest date. 

The workers at the Ragwon Machine Factory were determined to return 
loyal services for his trust and expectation. They solved difficult scientific 
and technical problems arising in the process of producing the oxygen plant 
wholly by their own efforts. However, they encountered a bottleneck in the 
manufacturing of key components of the oxygen plant. Constituting the 
“heart” of the plant, they required such precision based on high technology 
that even the top-flight technicians insisted on importing a full set of them. 

Early in June 1983 Kim Jong Il learned of this, and told an official 
concerned in this vein: You are blazing a trail in producing the oxygen 
plant, so you must face up to the fact that you will never be in smooth 
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waters along the way ahead; manufacturing even a simple machine tool is a 
painstaking job, and a large-sized oxygen plant–a peak of industrial 
development–is not easy to make. I think that the approach that really 
counts is for you to get to grips with the task with full confidence that you 
must and can make it by your own efforts. Only then will you be able to 
manufacture those key parts on your own and ensure their serial production 
on the basis of domestic resources and technology. 

Listening to his instructions, the official realized that he was seriously 
wrong. However, he was still worried about how to make those key parts.  

Reading his mind, Kim Jong Il said that he had given much thought to 
the problem. 

And then he gave the official a detailed account of achievements made 
by a few developed countries in this field. He advised the official to tell the 
manager of the Ragwon Machine Factory that they must make the key 
parts of the oxygen plant by tapping the wisdom and skills of the 
technicians and convince him that nothing is mysterious or impossible for a 
determined will.  

Afterwards, Kim Jong Il consulted a number of reference works on the 
subject in an effort to find out how to get over the current technological 
obstacles and make a first-class machine.  

Even during his visit to China in June 1983 he kept thinking about the 
ongoing development of the oxygen plant at home and discussed the matter 
with one of his entourage. He said that they should make redoubled efforts 
for early completion of the project after returning to the homeland. One day 
he called an official who was expected to visit a place according to the 
itinerary, and said it was a right decision to make the oxygen plant by 
relying on internal forces. He proposed a batch of technical solutions to the 
problem of the “heart” of the plant. 

Under such deep care from Kim Jong Il the factory came to resolve the 
problem of the key components.  

Later, upon learning that the Ragwon Machine Factory was suffering a 
series of failures Kim Jong Il said that the workers at the Ragwon Machine 
Factory had creditably carried out tasks given by President Kim Il Sung 
previously, tasks more challenging than what they were facing now. He 
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encouraged them saying that he believed that they would succeed in the 
project on hand with the same indomitable will and courage they used to 
display for the unconditional implementation of any task given by the Party.  

These words of trust spurred the factory’s workers and technicians to 
further action. Their devoted efforts conquered the technical challenges one 
by one, resulting in the large-sized oxygen plant taking shape at last. 

On October 22, 1984, Kim Jong Il visited the factory to see the oxygen 
plant at its final stage. He went to the branch factory for the oxygen plant and 
carefully looked around a variety of machines in operation–a control panel, a 
large-sized vacuum furnace, manufacturing tools of a new type and their 
products. The Ragwon Machine Factory is noted for its high revolutionary 
spirit of self-reliance, he said, and continued: the workers there always 
volunteered to take over urgent projects that would bring a lot of benefit to 
the national economy. As for the 6,000-cubic-metre oxygen plant, a blueprint 
was all they had, and they had no firsthand experience of assembling such a 
machine. However, they succeeded in making the machine. This branch 
factory bears the traces of the painstaking efforts made by the workers and 
technicians; their achievement is worthy of great praise. 

Kim Jong Il threw a satisfied look at the officials, and asked them about 
those who made great contributions to the production process. He 
underlined that their endeavour was praiseworthy and that they had proved 
themselves qualified for membership of the Party in the course of realizing 
the President’s teachings. 

After looking around the machine-building workshop, Kim Jong Il 
arranged a consultative meeting of the management officials. At the 
meeting, he said in the following vein: The factory is admirably inheriting 
the tradition of self-reliance. It should set an example for the country by 
continually producing more and more modern machinery through the 
display of the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance. Technological problems 
and other challenges remain in the production of the oxygen plant. You 
must not waver, but press on with the project. Mass production of oxygen 
plants will make it possible for the metallurgical factories to introduce the 
method of blowing in oxygen. Success in this process will signify another 
leap forward in the field of the metallurgical industry. 
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He dwelt in detail on the target and concrete ways for the mass 
production of oxygen plants. He took additional measures at the 
meeting–the requisite funds and materials for the branch factory, the 
machines, vehicles, and supplies for the workers. 

At dusk Kim Jong Il took his leave.  
The large-sized oxygen plant No.1 was installed in the Chollima Steel 

Complex and started operation on October 9, 1985. 
Kim Jong Il paid attention to making the 10,000-ton press by internal 

forces along with the oxygen plant production. 
The press in question was an ultra-large machine about 25 metres high. 

The body of the press alone weighed a few thousand tons. More than 70,200 
component parts of about 3,070 kinds were required. As many as 80 
heavy-duty cars would be needed to carry all of them. The press, something 
akin to a skyscraper rather than a machine, was a “giant”. At that time the 
countries with manufacturing capability for such a press were no more than 
half a dozen and only about ten countries possessed one. 

Kim Jong Il conceived a plan of making the press by the internal forces 
on his guidance trip to the Kim Chaek Iron Works in May 1984. He 
entrusted the project to the workers of the Ryongsong Machine Complex 
who had proved themselves trustworthy previously through the production 
of many items of modern machinery like an 8-metre turning lathe, 3,000- 
and 6,000-ton presses, and a 20-metre lathe. 

Encouraged once again by his trust in them, they set about the project 
full of confidence. However, they faced a number of challenges from the 
start. They had to draw designs for tens of thousands of component parts 
within a few months. They had neither a furnace large enough to cast the 
over 200-ton part nor a crane to lift it. 

As they were grappling with these challenges, Kim Jong Il sent an 
official of the Party Central Committee in early June 1984 and, a few days 
after that, artistes of the Mansudae Art Troupe to the complex. He took 
additional measures to help the factory tide over the difficulties in the 
course of manufacturing the press; the Administration Council took charge 
of the national assistance to the factory; renowned scientists joined the 
technicians there to solve scientific and technological problems; and a 
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camera crew captured their images on the screen for historical record. The 
Ryongsong workers resolved a series of bottlenecks and set new records. 
They remade small-capacity furnaces into large versions and arranged 
cooperative casting with all furnaces, thus casting the aforementioned heavy 
component, and succeeded in lifting the part by increasing the lifting 
capacity of their crane. In addition, they prepared a colossal amount of 
components within a couple of months–a task which had been estimated to 
take two years or more–and introduced into the assembling process such 
high-tech innovations as a digital control system.  

Kim Jong Il saw the project as significant, and took requisite measures 
in February and June 1985 and on several other occasions. Accordingly the 
concerned commissions and ministries under the Administration Council 
oversaw the supply of equipment and materials to the factory.  

The whole country turned out to assist the complex in a proactive way. 
All of this added to the enthusiasm at the factory and the producers made 
remarkable progress in the “speed of the ’80s”. As a result, the project drew 
to an end in a short period of one year and three months, just before the 40th 
anniversary of the Party’s founding. 

On March 11, 1986, Kim Jong Il visited the Ryongsong Machine 
Complex to see the press. Gazing fixedly at it, he said that he had come to 
the complex because he could not feel satisfied with the photo of the press 
carried in the newspaper, the press made by the workers of the complex 
totally on their own, and furthermore, he presumed they might feel sorry to 
hear that he had only been able to see their creation at the Chollima Steel 
Complex, where they would install it. He praised them, saying that the 
10,000-ton press was a monumental creation of the age and their efforts 
were extremely laudable. 

His eyes sweeping around the workers in deep emotion, Kim Jong Il 
resumed that it was praiseworthy that they had finished the project within 
the short period of one year and three months, adding that the 10,000-ton 
press alone would enable foreign visitors to evaluate the level of industrial 
development in Korea. 

Kim Jong Il, in an effort to upgrade the machine-building industry, paid 
special attention to the let-one-machine-tool-make-another movement16 
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initiated by President Kim Il Sung in June 1985. He made sure that all the 
sectors and units of the national economy pushed ahead with this movement 
with the aim of mass-producing machine tools, especially large-sized and 
special-purpose ones, and bringing about a radical improvement in their quality. 

In response, workers, technicians and three-revolution team members 
launched the movement vigorously and achieved remarkable successes in 
the process. Machine tools, including large-sized and special-purpose ones, 
produced within less than half a year numbered over 5,000, and 7,500 in 
1986 alone. 

 
 

4. THE WEST SEA BARRAGE BUILT ACROSS  
EIGHT KM OF WATER 

 
On the basis of his long-term plan for the transformation of nature 

geared to the everlasting prosperity of the country, President Kim Il Sung 
proposed at the Fourth Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Party Central 
Committee held in October 1981 four nature-transformation projects: 
Reclamation of 300,000 ha of tideland; bringing 200,000 ha of unused land 
under cultivation; and the construction of the West Sea Barrage and of the 
Thaechon Power Station. Of these four projects, Kim Jong Il focused on 
the construction of the West Sea Barrage in order to hasten the President’s 
long-term plan. It was a gigantic, yet very challenging nature-harnessing 
project whereby eight km of rough sea, as deep as scores of metres and 
subject to frequent occurrence of high and low tides, were to be walled off, 
a dam set up with scores of sluices and several lock gates able to 
accommodate up to 50,000-ton class ships, and motorways and railway 
tracks arranged on top of the dam. 

On May 22, 1981, the President went out on the West Sea aboard a ship 
and fixed the location for the barrage, assigning the project there and then to 
the Korean People’s Army. 

Kim Jong Il worked out an ambitious and daring operation for finishing 
the project within a few years as wished by the President, and proposed 
tactical ways to press on with the construction in a three-dimensional
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manner. He also organized a huge construction force, most of whom were 
KPA servicemen–the main force of the revolution. 

In late May 1981 he summoned a senior commanding officer of the 
Ministry of the People’s Armed Forces and told him to expedite the barrage 
construction. He said that they should press on with the designing, 
foundation survey and dam construction simultaneously, and unfold a 
three-dimensional, all-out operation–on land, on the sea and under 
water–and even in the air if necessary. 

He organized a barrage construction guidance committee in charge of 
unified control of the process, and a Party guidance team. He also arranged 
the formation of a task force composed of servicemen with remarkable 
merits and ample experience in other construction projects. In accordance 
with the steps he had taken for the barrage construction, the West Sea 
Harbour Construction Company and other influential enterprises came 
under the management of the West Sea Barrage Construction Bureau and a 
large number of renowned scientists and technicians came to be engaged in 
the project. 

Under his personal care there was set up a system of production and 
supply of equipment and materials needed for the construction on a 
top-priority basis, and all sectors and units throughout the country rendered 
every possible assistance to the project. Thus, the giant project proceeded 
on a three-dimensional scale from the outset by relying on a powerful 
construction force. 

Occasionally Kim Jong Il guided the construction at the site. On April 
20, 1983, when the construction was in full swing, he arrived at the site 
from Nampho on board a ship. Standing on the cofferdam that was making 
its way across the rough sea, he had a panoramic view of the cofferdam, the 
main dam and the far-off pre-fab part area. Around that time the sinking of 
iron coffers into the area for the lock gates and spillway dams had almost 
come to an end and half of the earthen dam had been completed. He spoke 
in high praise of the servicemen and their great achievement. 

Soon after that he consulted the general map of operations, acquainting 
himself with the manpower distribution for key works and the remaining 
part of the work for the cofferdam, spillway dams and lock gates. 
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One of the key challenges for the project was to build the cofferdam of 
over 2,000 metres round an area of the sea which should be pumped dry to 
allow the building work for the main dam with several lock gates. However, 
the officials concerned, preoccupied with other jobs at the same time, were 
dispersing manpower, machines and equipment, as well as technicians. 

Kim Jong Il pinpointed building the cofferdam and pumping its 
basement dry, and constructing the lock gates and the spillway dams as 
priorities for the barrage construction and said that they should concentrate 
all forces on the main target, cofferdam. 

How to build the cofferdam was a moot point among the officials. 
According to the conventional theory, building the earthen dam alone would 
take at least seven years. To hasten the completion of the project required the 
introduction of a new method, about which those obsessed with the 
established theory were hesitant. They argued that the method of pumping out 
the water within the walls of the new cofferdam built by a new method might 
render the dam unable to withstand the immense pressure of the sea water. 

Kim Jong Il checked every bit of information with regard to the 
reasonableness of the new method before saying: We must trust the 
scientific theory after all. Moreover, now that the hydraulic engineers have 
conducted a test to confirm the theory and, on top of this, have experience 
in the building of cofferdams, though on a small scale, there is no reason for 
you to doubt this method. I believe the cofferdam will not collapse, and I 
fully support the new method.  

Laughing a hearty laugh, he suggested organizing a splendid football 
match of the KPA servicemen in the sea, when the building of the 
cofferdam was completed. That day he expressed his firm trust in the KPA 
servicemen, saying that unlike foreign countries that were engaged in dam 
projects by relying on modern machinery, the Workers’ Party of Korea was 
pushing ahead with the gigantic project by drawing on the servicemen’s 
high sense of political enthusiasm and creative activity. 

In response to his trust, the constructors threw themselves into the 
project by introducing the new cofferdam method, finished the job and 
pumped the water out in less than a year. Then they played a football match 
on the dry floor of the cofferdam amidst roaring waves all around. The old 
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inhabitants uttered their admiration at the sight of the dream-like game on 
the seabed. After the match the constructors speeded up removal of mud 
from the seabed, in high spirits. 

On April 11, 1984, Kim Jong Il visited the site again. He highly praised 
the constructors for their feats of labour and expressed his confidence that 
the project could be completed soon. 

While referring to the need to push forward the construction without 
slackening its speed, he stressed that the pressing task was to finish the 
construction of the lock gates, spillway dams and the basement for auxiliary 
spillways before the rainy season started. He warned that they must guard 
against the tendency of accelerating the construction at the expense of its 
quality. 

Seeing the constructors carrying mud on their backs, he referred to the 
importance of mechanization of manual work with the supply of machines 
and vehicles required for the construction at hand, and took measures to 
supply within a month automobiles, bulldozers and excavators far more 
than the officials asked for. 

Equipment and materials must be supplied on a priority basis for the early 
completion of the project, he said and made sure that the managers and Party 
secretaries of the relevant factories and enterprises took charge of transporting 
cement, steel structures and other materials and equipment to the site. And, in 
order to ease the strain on transportation to the construction site, he also 
arranged the supply of diesel-run locomotives, wagons and fuel required. 

Following his visit, heavy automobiles, bulldozers, excavators, and 
other machines and equipment arrived at the site in great numbers, leading 
to a boost in the pace of the construction.  

Later, as part of his effort for the supply of materials and equipment to 
the project, he ensured that a consultative meeting of senior officials of the 
commissions and ministries under the Administration Council, and of 
relevant factories and enterprises of all provinces was convened at the 
construction site, not in Pyongyang. The project proceeded apace under his 
guidance. At its final stage, however, a great challenge cropped up–how to 
deal with the final work of damming up the sea. The narrower the final gap 
became, the stronger the current of the water grew, washing away even 



CHAPTER 22. CREATION OF THE “SPEED OF THE ’80S” 

 

208 

mammoth stones before they reached the seabed. Officials and technical 
experts racked their brains for a solution, but to no avail. 

Upon learning of this fact, Kim Jong Il came to the site on September 
19, 1985. 

He acquainted himself with every detail about it before saying in this vein:  
You had better finish the building of lock gates and spillway dams by 

concentrating all your forces on them before directing the current towards 
the open lock gates and undertaking the final work of damming up the sea. 
Only then can you manage the work easily. Once turned towards the lock 
gates, the current will lose much of its force. However, the dam building 
should be done with great care, although it might take longer than 
expected. 

Kim Jong Il stressed that they should concentrate all efforts on the 
construction of the lock gates and spillway dams for their early completion and 
finish all the processes of the overall project to the highest quality, one by one. 

He said that the gigantic project could be undertaken only by the 
People’s Army, loyal to the Party and strong in organizational and combat 
power, and proposed erecting a monument to the heroic KPA servicemen. 
He continued that when the project was over, there would be many winners 
of official commendations, including the title of Hero, and he was sure that 
there would be at least 100 winners of the title of Hero. 

Kim Jong Il’s on-the-spot guidance paved the way for the constructors 
to successfully brave their way through a series of trying circumstances and 
hasten the day of completion of the project. 

Throughout the period of construction Kim Jong Il showed his parental 
concern for the living conditions of the servicepersons, lavishing high trust 
and care on them. 

In the early days of the construction, when they were suffering 
considerable discomfort from a shortage of drinking water, he sent a 
drilling team that had been engaged in exploration for minerals to find 
springs nearby, and saw that the Chollima Steel Complex produced drawn 
pipes for the waterworks as soon as possible. Soon afterwards, the 
construction site had a full supply of fresh water for the soldiers as a priority 
installation. Moreover, when the main dam stretched further than one km, he sent



 

 

 
 
 

Kim Jong Il inspecting the West Sea Barrage (June 23, 1986)
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dozens of special food vehicles so that the constructors could take hot rice 
and soup on the spot. 

Enjoying his high trust and warm care, they finished the building of the 
final part of the dam on April 18, 1986. Thus, the gigantic project ended in 
success in a short period of only five years. As a result, the Taedong River 
that had flowed into the sea for thousands of years formed a large artificial 
lake, and Nampho City and Unryul County that had been separated by a 
wide expanse of sea came to be joined by the grand dam. 

On May 17, 1986, Kim Jong Il praised the KPA servicemen and civilian 
constructors for having built the West Sea Barrage across the eight km of 
sea in a short period of five years by overcoming all manner of hardships 
and challenges, true to President Kim Il Sung’s far-reaching plan for the 
transformation of nature, and said that their heroic feats would be handed 
down for all eternity along with the history of the Korean people. Thanks to 
his efforts to inspire the constructors to heroic feats of labour, over 100 of 
the constructors won the title of Hero, and tens of thousands of them were 
honoured with decorations. June 24, 1986, saw the grand inaugural 
ceremony of the West Sea Barrage, a gigantic and monumental edifice of 
the 1980s, in the presence of President Kim Il Sung, amidst the great 
interest and admiration of people the world over. 

 
 

5. THE “PYONGYANG HEYDAY” 
 
It was one of Kim Jong Il’s sublime plans to develop Pyongyang as the 

magnificent and splendid capital city, as the city of people. 
One day in March 1975 President Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il had an 

important talk about the future construction of Pyongyang. The President 
told Kim Jong Il to take charge of the construction in the capital city for 
about 15 years. He went on to say in the following vein:  

Our ancestors built nothing worth looking at in Pyongyang except 
Taedong Gate, Ulmil Pavilion and Pothong Gate, which have been 
renovated after the destructive Korean war. If we simply sit on our hands, 
blaming our ancestors for our humble heritage, Pyongyang can never take 
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on the features worthy of a world-famous city. Being a capital city of heroic 
Korea, Pyongyang must naturally become a world-famous city with a 
modern appearance. To this end, we need to launch a sturdy campaign with 
unyielding fighting spirit. Miracles are in store for revolutionaries endowed 
with the high spirit of a sturdy campaign. 

Kim Jong Il some days later said to an official that he was going to 
launch a speed campaign in the construction of Pyongyang City, too, and 
record the “Pyongyang heyday” in the history of the capital city. Stressing 
that the first new street to rise would be Ragwon Street, and first 
monumental edifice to be built would be the Mansudae Art Theatre, he said 
that if scores of monumental edifices, including those envisaged by 
Kim Il Sung, sprang up, Pyongyang would be a world-famous city in the 
true sense of the word.  

Firmly determined to usher in the “Pyongyang heyday” in a short span 
of time, Kim Jong Il clarified the master plan for the construction of 
Pyongyang and the pressing tasks at hand, in a talk with senior officials of 
the Pyongyang Municipal Party Committee and those in the construction 
sector on March 18, 1975. 

He said that Mansu Hill and Namsan Hill should be well laid out, so that 
Kim Il Sung’s bronze statue could be seen from any part of the city, that 
rows of high-rise buildings and magnificent edifices should be constructed, 
centring on the statue, that many modern apartment blocks and public 
buildings, parks and pleasure grounds should be constructed in downtown 
Pyongyang, and that apartments on Ragwon Street should be built in the 
immediate period ahead, to be followed by the construction of a modern 
street on the site of Ryunhwanson Street. 

In accordance with this plan, a campaign for the face-lift of the capital city 
started in a vigorous way, as a prelude to the “Pyongyang heyday”, beginning 
with the construction of the Mansudae Art Theatre and Ragwon Street. 
Kim Jong Il saw to it that the central part of the city, before anything else, 
was laid in such a way as to take on the features symbolic of the capital city of 
the people. The capital is the face of a country, while the central part of a 
capital is the face of the capital. Therefore, how to lay out the heart of the 
capital is a matter of crucial importance related to the appearance of the capital. 
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Kim Jong Il directed great efforts to building the Mansudae Art Theatre 
as a sanctuary of art in Somun-dong, located on the axis from Mansu Hill to 
Namsan Hill, which form the heart of the capital city, and laying out the 
neighbouring area well. 

When the framed structure of the theatre was coming near completion, 
he suggested that they should level the Somun-dong area, which was full of 
outdated houses and small elevations before laying out a green area with a 
grand fountain-park. 

Later, he went over the plan for the green area and designs for the 
fountain, mapped out by the designers, and earnestly said that levelling the 
side area of Mansu Hill and Namsan Hill and laying out the green area and 
the fountain-park there were aimed at offering a fine vista of the President’s 
bronze statue on Mansu Hill from any part of the city. 

Under Kim Jong Il’s guidance, the Mansudae Art Theatre was 
constructed as a monumental edifice of the times, and the outdated Somun 
Street sandwiched between Namsan Hill and Mansu Hill was replaced by a 
wide green area with a grand fountain-park. 

In early October 1976 Kim Jong Il came to inspect the theatre. Before 
entering, he stood at the centre of the park, looking at the President’s bronze 
statue on Mansu Hill over the wide-open green area. He expressed great 
satisfaction over the fine view of the statue and the wonderful layout of the 
central part of the city. 

Later, the Grand People’s Study House, the Pyongyang Department 
Store No. 1 and the Mansudae Assembly Hall sprang up one after another as 
monumental edifices of the 1980s, followed by the granite paving of the 
floor of Kim Il Sung Square and the construction of a modern underground 
store at the back part of the square under the guidance of Kim Jong Il. 

Thus, the central part of the capital city had taken on a fresh appearance 
by the latter half of the 1980s. 

Kim Jong Il also paid attention to laying out the city as a whole, taking 
measures for the building of apartment blocks in modern style and 
monumental edifices in all parts of the city. 

To this end, he arranged the construction of modern Changgwang Street 
in the place of outdated Ryunhwanson Street, making it a turning point for a 
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leap forward and innovation in the construction of the capital. Motivated by 
his intention to transform Ryunhwanson Street, he went out to the street in 
question on a cold night in December 1978, and made a round of each and 
every dark narrow alley through single- and two-storey houses.  

Kim Jong Il assigned relevant officials to the task of drawing up daring 
and ambitious designs and plans for a new form and content for apartment 
blocks and street formation, and gave them detailed advice on several 
occasions. 

In late October 1979 he went over a draft model of new Ryunhwanson 
Street and discussed with the officials concerned their conventional concept 
of street formation, stereo-typed and old fashioned, urging them to take a 
new approach to their assignment. He advised them to plan a sparse 
arrangement on green land of slender and high-rise apartments of different 
shapes and heights. 

The second model that was made soon afterwards also failed to satisfy 
him. He pointed out that low buildings should be replaced with 25- or 
30-storey versions. He added that the construction of dwelling houses on 
Ryunhwanson Street was a gigantic project geared to adding grandeur and 
elegance to the capital city, a worthwhile undertaking to set a new example in 
form, content and quality of urban construction, and that it should mark a 
turning point in Korea’s construction on the threshold of the 1980s. About a 
month later, while studying the third model, he said that the space between 
apartment blocks seemed to be too narrow, suggesting that the structural body 
of each building be trimmed and the buildings arranged in three-dimensional 
harmony by making the most of available space and that high-rise apartments 
be laid out in such a way as to offer broad vistas between them. 

His valuable advice helped bring about a change in street formation, 
smashing the conventional practice and method of arranging buildings 
straight along the architectural line, like unfolding screens on a wall. 

Not only did he pay attention to street formation, he concerned himself 
with the layout of the interior of the buildings, offering it as his opinion that 
each flat should be 150 square metres wide and furnished with a full set of 
deluxe furniture and articles for cultural use, and that the kitchen be fitted 
with excellent cooking utensils and ventilation devices.



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Kim Jong Il inspecting a construction model in Pyongyang (March 30, 1985) 
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Hard-pressed as he was for time for preparing the Sixth Party Congress, he 
came to the site once in a while, inspecting the apartments under construction. 

The first stage of the Ryunhwanson project came to a close after 10 months 
of ground-breaking, high-rise apartment blocks scintillating in different shapes.  

In early October of the same year Kim Jong Il inspected the site and 
viewed from a flat of a 30-storey building the layout of the new street. He 
praised the scene and renamed the street Changgwang Street. 

As a follow-up to the construction of Changgwang Street, he arranged 
an extensive campaign for building more modern streets. 

Kim Jong Il ordered that each flat should have more than three living 
rooms and be constructed at the highest level of lasting quality, and that the 
streets should be laid with an adequate combination of educational and 
cultural facilities, public service networks, parks and pleasure grounds for 
the best convenience of the people. 

Thus, Munsu Street, as large as a town, was built on the wide stretch of 
the Munsu Plain across the Taedong River, followed by University Street, 
Changgwang Street (second stage), An Sang Thaek Street and Chollima 
Street (second stage).  Furthermore, outdated residential quarters in 
central, eastern and western Pyongyang, including the then Podunamu 
Street and Youth Street, were renovated to meet modern aesthetic tastes. 
Twenty-, thirty- and forty-storey apartment blocks sprouted across the 
city. Pyongyang turned itself into a glamourous city with the construction 
of such monumental edifices as the Changgwang Health Complex, Ice 
Rink, Chongryu Restaurant, Okryu Restaurant (extension), Koryo Hotel 
and Ponghwa Art Theatre, and also of such modern and cultural facilities 
as the Pyongyang Subway, Mangyongdae Fun Fair and Swimming Pool, 
Taesongsan Pleasure Ground and Kaeson Youth Park. 

This vigorous campaign culminated in the building of Kwangbok Street 
amid the campaign to create the “speed of the ’80s”. 

On July 3, 1984, Kim Jong Il had a talk with senior officials of 
Pyongyang over the formation of Kwangbok Street to be built in the 
Mangyongdae area. 

Afterwards on several occasions he discussed the street formation plan 
and gave his opinions on all aspects: The roadway should be 100 metres 
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wide, with flyovers at optimum locations, and the driveways, sidewalks and 
the green land should be expanded; both sides of the avenue should be laid 
with a sequence of large apartment buildings in harmony with the 
topographical conditions, and the shapes of the apartments should be 
diverse and suited to modern aesthetic tastes–spiral, zigzag, cylindrical and 
polygonal; buildings should be arranged in a three-dimensional way rather 
than in a wall-like fashion; moreover, each flat should be furnished with 
high-quality kitchen utensils and a complete set of furniture.  

On the basis of his aesthetic idea on architecture, the designers worked 
out an excellent plan for the formation of Kwangbok Street as a new model 
for modern streets. 

January 1986 saw the ground-breaking for the construction of 
Kwangbok Street, which made huge strides from the outset under 
Kim Jong Il’s guidance. 

Kim Jong Il considered that giving priority to road building was one of the 
principles to be observed in construction, and made sure that the vast majority 
of construction workers and volunteers were concentrated on the completion of 
the building of the 100-metre-wide roadway in a short span of time. 

He then arranged that flyover building followed closely behind. At the 
same time he saw to it that all the processes, including the construction of 
apartment buildings, waterworks, and heat-supply networks, as well as the 
surrounding layout and tree-planting projects proceeded simultaneously in a 
three-dimensional manner. 

He inspected the construction site several times, instructing that the 
buildings should be arranged in harmony with the avenue, that more 
apartments be constructed to fill up the empty space caused by the loose 
arrangement of building structures along the avenue, and that the number of 
storeys of some apartments be increased and their surfaces improved to 
enhance the sense of magnificence of the street. 

Kim Jong Il set a high standard for furnishing the interior of the 
buildings. He said that some of the flats should have four or five rooms, and 
those for scientists and technicians must have a study and a large drawing 
room and balcony each, and that deluxe houses on the hillside should have 
two storeys for each household and be of a distinctive type. 
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Under his personal guidance, there were constructed in the 
Mangyongdae area two modern streets–the first was Kwangbok Street, 
some six km long, composed of apartments accommodating tens of 
thousands of households, such monumental edifices as the Mangyongdae 
Schoolchildren’s Palace, Pyongyang Circus and Youth Hotel, and public 
service networks; the second was Chongchun Street, otherwise called a 
“sports village”. In the same period of their construction, the May Day 
Stadium, East Pyongyang Grand Theatre, Central Youth Hall and other 
projects scheduled for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students were 
completed. 

Consequently, Pyongyang took on a fresh appearance along with the 
enrichment of the grand garden of Juche-oriented architecture. On 
December 6, 1989, Kim Jong Il viewed about 100 photos of monumental 
edifices and modern streets in Pyongyang, recalling with deep emotion the 
days that worked out the transformation of the capital city.  
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CHAPTER 23  
 

HOLDING HIGHER THE BANNER 
OF JUCHE-ORIENTED SOCIALISM  

 
 

1. BUILDING THE WORKERS’ PARTY OF  
KOREA INTO THE JUCHE-ORIENTED  

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
 
In the middle of the 1980s, the socialist cause was faced with the 

historic task of smashing the anti-socialist scheme of the imperialists and 
continuing to advance along its own way.  

Kim Jong Il exerted great efforts to strengthen and develop the 
Workers’ Party of Korea into a revolutionary party which would invariably 
carry on with its onward movement under the unfurled banner of Juche in 
any complicated situation. 

Developing the WPK into a Juche-oriented revolutionary party was the 
basic direction of Kim Jong Il’s consistent policy on Party building. 

In his work, The Workers’ Party of Korea Is a Juche-Type 
Revolutionary Party Which Inherited the Glorious Tradition of the DIU, 
published on October 17, 1982, the 56th anniversary of the founding of the 
DIU (Down-with-Imperialism Union), Kim Jong Il fully clarified the 
character and specific features of the WPK as a Juche-oriented 
revolutionary party and the matters of principle with regard to its further 
development into the Juche-oriented revolutionary party. 

In a speech to the senior officials of the Party Central Committee on 
January 3, 1986, Kim Jong Il set forth the tasks for directing primary 
attention to building up the ranks of cadres to strengthen the Party and 
consolidate the revolutionary ranks, putting on the right track the work of 
expanding the Party’s enrollment to ensure the purity of the Party ranks and



THE WPK INTO THE JUCHE-ORIENTED REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

 

217 

consistently improve their composition, and further strengthening the 
fighting efficiency of the Party. 

In strengthening the Party and the revolutionary ranks, he said, primary 
consideration must always be given to achieving the Party’s unity and 
cohesion, and the banner of unity must be held aloft and defended to the 
last. It is imperative, he went on, to achieve unity and cohesion with the 
leader in the centre, the oneness of idea and will based on one ideology, the 
Juche idea, and the integral whole relying on revolutionary comradeship. He 
stressed: In order to consolidate and develop the Party’s unity and cohesion, 
it is necessary to inherit the Party’s tradition of unity and cohesion and 
thoroughly defend it, and launch a fierce struggle against all manner of 
anti-Party ideological elements and negative practices causing damage to 
and degeneration of unity. 

In order to constantly preserve the character of the Juche-oriented 
revolutionary party, Kim Jong Il induced Party members and other working 
people to firmly arm themselves with the Juche idea, the Party’s guiding ideology. 

In a talk to the senior officials of the Party Central Committee on July 
15, 1986, under the title On Some Problems of Education in the Juche 
Idea, he made clear that education in the Juche idea is an ideological work 
geared to training Party members and other working people into true 
revolutionaries of the Juche type by firmly equipping them with the Juche 
idea, the Party’s guiding ideology. He taught that education in loyalty and 
all other forms of ideological education must be conducted in combination 
with the basic principles of the Juche idea. 

Noting that the most important focus of education in the Juche idea is to 
make Party members and other working people have a correct 
understanding of the motive force of the revolution and thoroughly establish 
a revolutionary outlook regarding the leader, he said: 

“For the popular masses to be an independent subject of the 
revolution, they must be united into one organization with one ideology 
under the guidance of the Party and the leader. Only the masses, who 
are united in this way, can shape their destiny independently and 
creatively. The subject of the revolution means the integrated whole of 
the leader, the Party and the masses.” 
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He clarified in detail the tasks and ways for establishing a correct 
viewpoint on the motive force of the revolution and further strengthening 
the unity of the leader, the Party and the people, and for conducting 
education in the Juche idea more deeply and extensively to bring the 
advantages of the socialist system home to Party members and the working 
people, as a whole. 

Kim Jong Il launched a Partywide campaign to establish a revolutionary 
climate of the Party, in order to develop the Party into the Juche-oriented 
revolutionary party for ever. 

The Party climate of the WPK is based on the principles of the Juche 
idea, especially on the principle regarding the driving force of revolution. It 
is the habits of Party life, the habits of Party work with which its members 
devote their all for the leader, the Party and the people, regarding loyalty to 
the leader as their life and soul. That is why the climate of the WPK is 
Juche-oriented and revolutionary. 

Kim Jong Il mapped out a plan for launching a dynamic Partywide 
ideological campaign to create the required Party climate. In September 
1987 he called a meeting of the senior officials of the Party Central 
Committee. He stressed that Party organizations and officials should make 
great efforts for establishing the Party climate with a correct understanding 
of it. On October 21 the same year, he again defined the principle and 
standard for appreciation of one’s outlook of the Party organization. 

In his speech Let Us Make a Revolutionary Climate Prevail throughout 
the Party, delivered at the meeting of the senior officials of the Party 
Central Committee on January 10, 1988, Kim Jong Il fully explained the 
tasks for bringing onto a new, higher stage the vigorous struggle geared to 
the establishment of the revolutionary climate of the Party as required by 
the situation in which the historic cause of building the foundation of the 
Party had been accomplished and the struggle to model the whole Party on 
the Juche idea had been developed in depth. 

He said that the most important task for establishing the Party climate is 
to develop Party spirit among the members so that they follow the leader 
faithfully and devote their all to accomplishing the revolutionary cause of 
Juche. He emphasized as follows: 
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“The habit of considering loyalty to the leader as one’s life and soul 
and devoting one’s all to the accomplishment of the revolutionary cause 
of Juche in single-hearted unity centring on the leader is the nucleus 
and content of our Party climate.” 

He went on to say that the Party’s strenuous efforts for establishing a 
Party climate was aimed at improving the sense of loyalty to the leader, and 
stressed that the struggle to create a Party climate must give top priority to 
cultivating loyalty to the leader, gearing all undertakings towards it. 

Another important task to be tackled in thoroughly creating a 
revolutionary climate within the Party is, he defined, that Party members 
should have a better appreciation of the organization, and strengthen Party 
life. It can be said that the Party organization system is the lifeline that 
allows Party members to maintain their socio-political integrity sharing 
their destinies with the leader, as well as the leader’s guidance line, which 
allows them to faithfully follow the leader’s ideas and guidance; 
considering the appreciation of the Party organization not only to be the 
view of and attitude towards an organization, but to be the view of and 
attitude towards the leader is a Juche-based concept; in this regard, having a 
better appreciation of the Party organization is essential in creating a Party 
climate. We can say that a Party climate is an immediate appreciation of the 
Party organization, and vice versa. 

Besides, Kim Jong Il clarified in detail the tasks for inculcating the 
revolutionary habit of carrying out the Party lines and policies 
unconditionally, cultivating the popular habit with which the officials go 
deep among the masses and find solutions to all problems by relying on 
their strength, and establishing revolutionary discipline within the Party. 

He organized a sweeping ideological campaign for creating a revolutionary 
climate within the Party, and led it to success without any deviations.  

In accordance with his policy, an all-Party discussion for creating a 
sound Party climate among Party members was conducted from early spring 
in 1988.  

At a meeting of the Secretariat of the Party Central Committee held in 
mid-May 1988, Kim Jong Il emphasized that there should be no deviations 
of fostering abuse of Party authority and bureaucratism on the excuse that 
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the Party climate should be established. Later, he gave concrete instructions 
on properly conducting the discussion. 

Thus, lively discussions took place among officials and Party members 
with the main stress laid on further enhancing loyalty to Kim Il Sung and 
the Party and rooting out abuse of Party authority and bureaucratism. In 
particular, democracy was given full play and criticism from the grassroots 
intensified. 

Through the dynamic all-Party ideological campaign for the creation of 
the Party climate, which proceeded successfully under the deep concern of 
Kim Jong Il, loyalty to Kim Il Sung and the Party was further enhanced. 
As a result, the spirit of loyalty, the spirit of single-hearted unity and the 
spirit of carrying out tasks at the cost of one’s life, which constitute the 
nucleus of the Party climate peculiar to the revolutionary party of the Juche 
type, came to prevail in the Party. 

In his talks to the senior officials of the Party Central Committee and 
chief secretaries of the provincial Party committees on June 9 and 12, 1989, 
Kim Jong Il gave earnest instructions on strengthening the Party and further 
enhancing its leadership role. 

Stressing the need to exert great efforts into the inner-Party work, he 
pointed out the tasks for improving and strengthening the Party 
organizational work, the core of the inner-Party work, and instructed them 
to intensify the Party ideological work to meet the demands of the 
prevailing situation. 

Under the leadership of Kim Jong Il, the WPK registered its in-depth 
development in the 1980s into the Juche-oriented revolutionary party, 
firmly maintaining its revolutionary character, and advanced vigorously 
holding aloft as ever the banner of Juche-oriented socialism. 

 
 

2. THE METHOD OF ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT  
BASED ON COLLECTIVISM 

 
Kim Jong Il turned his profound attention to ceaselessly improving and 

consummating a new industrial management system and method in order to
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bring the advantage of the Juche-oriented method of economic management 
into fuller play. 

The industrial management system and method must continually be 
improved and rounded off in keeping with the requirements of the Party 
policy and of the laws of socialist economy. Only then, would it be possible 
to give full play to the advantage of the socialist economic system and 
promote economic construction more vigorously by stimulating a sense of 
revolutionary activeness among the producer masses. 

In order to maintain the collectivist principle in the management of the 
industrial sector Kim Jong Il made great efforts to rationally organize an 
industrial complex, or integrated enterprise, which embodied the 
requirements of the Taean work system and make it effective. 

An industrial complex is a large-scale combined production unit 
composed of enterprises which are closely interlinked either regionally or 
through production processes. It is a new form of enterprise reflecting most 
correctly the characteristics of socialist society and the law-governed 
character of economic development in Korea. A unit of planning, 
production, and execution, it can put its production on a regular basis and 
contribute to quickly developing the overall economic activities of the 
country, if only it makes effective use of all of its available conditions 
favourable for its independent management. 

True to Kim Il Sung’s intention of organizing a new complex for 
rational management and operation of the national economy as suited to the 
practical requirements for the economic development of Korea, Kim Jong Il 
gave specific guidance to working out a most scientific and rational plan for 
the formation of integrated enterprises and steadily improving their 
management and operation. 

Setting up the integrated enterprises in various sectors of the national 
economy became the order of the day, and its preparations proceeded in full 
swing. At this juncture there appeared among some economic officials a 
view of regarding the Taean work system and the integrated enterprise 
system as being different from each other. Especially, concerning the 
matter of the integrated enterprises making contracts with other enterprises 
on the supply of materials, some people considered that something different 
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might take place in the context of socialist economic management. 
One October day in 1985, Kim Jong Il reasoned with the senior officials 

of the Party Central Committee about the matter in this way: Organizing new 
integrated enterprises does not mean going over to a system of one-man 
management by the manager or a manager-responsibility system as is the 
case with other countries, nor negating the Taean work system; it is geared to 
implementing the Taean work system more creditably. True, the arrangement 
of the integrated enterprises will cause a slight change in the materials 
supply system. However, the intrinsic content of the Taean work system 
will not change because the essence of the system is not the materials 
supply system; the core of the Taean work system created by Kim Il Sung 
is to ensure the collective leadership of the Party committee concerned. As 
the collective leadership of the Party committee is firmly ensured even in 
the integrated enterprises under arrangement, the Taean work system will 
not change in nature. It is an immutable principle of the revolution that the 
higher the stage socialist construction enters and the more the economy 
grows in scope, the further the Party’s leadership over economic 
construction should become. Therefore, all things taken together, we must 
fully ensure the Party’s leadership over economic affairs no matter what. 

Afterwards he saw that strong Party organizations were arranged for the 
integrated enterprises so that the collective leadership of the relevant Party 
committees was firmly guaranteed as required by the Taean work system 
and that competent officials who were unfailingly loyal to the Party and the 
leader and conversant with technical know-how were selected to take up the 
senior posts of the enterprises in keeping with the demands of the era of 
science and technology. 

Many integrated enterprises of various forms were newly organized in 
accordance with the decision of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee in November 1985, followed by appointment of loyal and 
competent officials as senior officials of the enterprises. 

Kim Jong Il paid great attention to enhancing the role of the senior 
officials of the newly-formed integrated enterprises. 

In a speech delivered to the senior officials of the Party Central 
Committee on January 3, 1986, he commented that Party secretaries,
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managers and chief engineers are accountable to the Party politically, 
administratively and technologically for the work of their respective 
enterprises. He said: 

“Whether the complex is managed and run as it should be depends 
largely on the role of the Party secretary, manager and chief engineer 
concerned. Bearing deeply in mind their duty assumed before the Party 
and the revolution, they must form a trinity and conduct industrial 
management efficiently.” 

Only when the Party secretary, manager and chief engineer form a 
trinity, can they take the same opinion and attitude toward all problems 
arising in the management and operation of their integrated enterprise, 
ensure unity in dealing with them, and find prompt solutions to the 
problems at hand through consultation, without any of them acting 
subjectively or bureaucratically, thus ensuring better efficiency in 
production and management. The trinity form was an effective means of 
realizing substantial collective guidance of the Party committee over 
industrial management and bringing Party work and administrative and 
economic work into organic combination. 

Kim Jong Il saw to it that the Taean Heavy Machine Complex was 
made a model unit in the application of the Juche-oriented method of 
economic management, and its experience popularized. 

Under his meticulous guidance, a model of application of the 
Juche-oriented method of economic management was created in the Taean 
Heavy Machine Complex, where a short course and a meeting for the 
presentation of work experience were held for Party secretaries of the 
complexes throughout the country. 

The work experience of the Party secretary of the Taean Heavy Machine 
Complex presented at the short course showed that it was important for 
Party secretaries to pay regard to the opinions of administrative officials, 
give them prominence and open-mindedly discuss with the manager and 
chief engineer all problems arising out of industrial management and 
operations, and that when their opinions differed from each other, they 
could reach a consensus if they all studied the actual situation together for a 
way out, mixing with the producer masses. 
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In the course of popularizing this experience, great progress was made 
in the work of intensifying the collective guidance of the Party committee 
and ensuring the trinity system in each of the integrated enterprises. 

On June 21, 1989, Kim Jong Il visited the University of National 
Economics, the highest institution for the training of administrative and 
economic officials, the backbone cadres responsible for the management of 
the national economy. He said that lectures on the Taean work system 
should focus on bringing home to the students the point that all management 
activities of factories and enterprises must be conducted under the collective 
guidance of the Party committee. 

In this way, all leading economic officials became firmly equipped with 
the Juche-oriented theory and method of economic management, and came 
to know more deeply the harmfulness of the revisionist, reformist theory 
and method of economic management. As a result, the Taean work system 
was staunchly defended and put into effect in a thoroughgoing way. 

Consequently, the industrial management could be conducted efficiently 
under the collective leadership of the Party committee, and the Party work 
combined with administrative and economic work in an organic way. This 
was an important factor that could powerfully accelerate socialist economic 
construction, and bring the advantage and the invincible vitality of the 
socialist economic system into fullest play. 

Kim Jong Il firmly adhered to the principle of following the way 
indicated in Kim Il Sung’s work Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in 
Our Country in the management and operation of the socialist rural economy. 

In his theses Kim Il Sung proposed doing away with backwardness in 
the standard of management and operation of agriculture vis-a-vis industry 
as an important means for the solution of the socialist rural question, and set 
forth the task of steadily bringing the method of managing and running the 
socialist cooperative economy close to that of the industry, as an all-people 
ownership.  

The difference in the standard of management and operation between 
industry and agriculture is mainly attributable to the ideological and cultural 
backwardness of peasants compared with the working class and to the 
technological backwardness of agriculture as against industry. 
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For this reason, Kim Jong Il ensured that the three 
revolutions–ideological, technological and cultural–were promoted more 
powerfully in the rural areas in such a direction that the vitality of the 
original agricultural guidance system Kim Il Sung had already set up in the 
agricultural sector was displayed to the full. 

He strove to step up industrial guidance to agriculture. 
He paid profound attention to correctly executing the sub-workteam 

management system which thoroughly embodied the collectivist principle. 
In his talks with senior officials of the Party Central Committee on March 
26, 1986, he stressed the importance of correctly executing the 
sub-workteam management system in the agricultural sector, so that its 
advantage was brought into full play. In October the following year he 
arranged an annual intensive short course in the farmers’ slack season, 
aimed at improving the level of sub-workteam leaders and other leading 
officials of the primary units of cooperative farms. 

The firm adherence to the collectivist principle in the management and 
operation of the rural economy gave rise to a great boost in agricultural 
production. 

Thanks to Kim Jong Il’s endeavour to staunchly defend and carry out 
the Juche-oriented method of socialist economic management without the 
slightest vacillation in any adversity caused by revisionism and reformism, 
the method of socialist economic management demonstrated its true 
advantage to the full. 

 
 

3. FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S  
LIVING STANDARD 

 
Regarding the improvement of the living standard of the people as the 

supreme principle of Party activity, Kim Jong Il channelled great efforts 
into further enhancing the standard of the people’s living.  

On February 16, 1984, his 42nd birthday, he held a consultative meeting 
with senior officials of the Party Central Committee and made a speech, 
titled, On Further Improving the Standard of Living of the People.
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Kim Jong Il, out of his warm love and care for the people for whom he 
devoted even his birthday, expressed his firm determination to put the 
people’s living standard on a higher stage and then clarified for a good 
while all the tasks and ways for raising good crops, effecting a revolution in 
light industry and improving the work of public services. 

Afterwards, he directed his main efforts to finding a better solution to 
the problems of food, clothing and housing for the people. 

As part of his efforts for a smooth solution to the food problem of the 
people by drastically increasing grain production, Kim Jong Il ensured that 
investment in agriculture was decisively increased to produce and supply to 
rural areas fertilizers, various kinds of efficient machines, agricultural 
chemicals, plastic sheets and other farming materials; he also arranged a 
general mobilization of the entire Party, the whole country, and all the 
people for assistance to the rural areas in such busy farming seasons as 
rice-transplanting and harvesting. Thus, a good harvest was registered every 
year, despite unfavourable natural and climatic conditions. 

In order to improve the people’s diet, he saw to it that large numbers of 
fish were caught by building modern and all-purpose fishing vessels and 
widely introducing a scientific method of fishing, and that a rapid increase 
was made in the production of seafood by vigorously conducting marine 
culture on an all-Party and all-people basis. 

In particular, for a satisfactory solution to the problem of the people’s 
living standard at a high level, Kim Jong Il exerted great efforts to effect a 
revolution in light industry. 

After inspecting a light industrial goods exhibition, together with the 
senior officials of the Party Central Committee, on March 22, 1985, he 
called a consultative meeting and stressed the need to promote a vigorous 
revolution in light industry, instructing that a feasible long-term plan for this 
purpose should be mapped out and fulfilled stage by stage. 

For a successful revolution in light industry, he called for a powerful 
mass movement for production of consumer goods. 

The items of consumer goods were too many and the demand for them 
was too various for the existing light-industry factories to turn them out or 
fully meet the demand in a short time. Accordingly, housewives’ workteams 
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and sideline workteams were formed throughout the country, with the result 
that various kinds of consumer goods came to be produced. 

Without delay, he arranged an exhibition of light industrial goods in 
Pyongyang, and inspected it on August 3, 1984. On display at the exhibition 
were various goods made with by-products and oddments by consumer-goods 
workshops at factories and enterprises, housewives’ production cooperatives, 
housewives’ workteams, producer teams at public-service establishments in 
the commercial sector and housewives’ public-service teams. 

Looking round the exhibition for a long time, he expressed his great 
satisfaction and put forward a policy of conducting a powerful movement 
for producing consumer goods on a mass scale, making effective use of the 
experience gained in the production of the goods on display. 

Accordingly, a dynamic “August 3 consumer goods” production 
campaign for producing a greater number of quality consumer goods was 
launched on a nationwide scale. The variety and volume of consumer goods 
produced in this way throughout the country was great, indeed.  

Kim Jong Il also directed his concern to improving the work of public 
services. 

The improvement of public services is an undertaking to meet the 
ever-growing people’s material and cultural needs more sufficiently through 
efficient management of goods supply, public catering services and welfare 
services. 

Kim Jong Il saw to it that new and modern public service centres were 
built in larger numbers in Pyongyang and other major cities, and their 
operation was put on a regular basis. He ensured that the organization and 
method of public services were constantly improved to meet the 
ever-growing people’s demand. 

On April 15, 1986, he went round various places of Pyongyang where 
the working people were enjoying the holiday. Watching people sitting in 
groups by the Taedong River and barbecuing meat he thought a 
meat-broiling restaurant should be built in a quiet place, and had it built in 
Kyonghung Street. Thus a modern service centre was inaugurated in 
February 1988. 

And the Okryu Restaurant was enlarged, and comprehensive public 
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catering service facilities, such as Changgwang Restaurant Street, and the 
Hyangmanru Restaurant and the Chongchun Restaurant on Kwangbok 
Street, were built on a grand scale. 

In order to provide the Korean people with better houses, he mapped out 
a bold and ambitious plan for effecting a revolution in the building of 
houses, and ensured the building of modern and large-scale 
building-materials production centres. 

He saw to it that the Sangwon Cement Complex was built as a model 
environmentally friendly factory of modern industry, and mapped out a plan for 
setting up modern bases for the production of silicate bricks as soon as possible. 

On June 21, 1984, Kim Jong Il inspected samples of silicate bricks. The 
surface of the silicate bricks is so even and neat that a house built with it 
does not need outside plastering or whitewashing; all that is to be done is to 
make excellent execution of the joint between the bricks in the course of 
building. If iron oxide is adequately mixed when making silicate bricks, 
colourful bricks can be produced to keep the harmony of colour of the 
buildings. Silicate bricks have a high degree of hardness, making it possible 
to build high-storeyed houses without using steel reinforcing bars. As the 
process of their production is simple and they are made with sand and 
limestone which are abundant in the country, their materials are 
inexhaustible and their production is economical. Explaining one by one the 
advantages of silicate bricks, he set the task of building large-scale silicate 
brick factories. 

Later, he saw to it that their annual production capacity which had been 
calculated at 100 million pieces a year was increased ten times. When the 
relevant officials could not fix the sites of the factories, he recommended 
the Anju, Phihyon and Hamhung areas as sites, and fixed the scale and 
capacity of each factory. In addition, he ensured that a powerful guidance 
team and construction forces were formed, and that the problems arising in 
the construction of the silicate brick factories were solved on a preferential 
basis under the direct control of the relevant Party organizations. 

As a result, in December 1986, silicate brick factories with a total annual 
production capacity of 1,000 million bricks were built and commissioned in 
a matter of two years. 
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Kim Jong Il saw to it that the work of building houses with silicate 
bricks was conducted in a far-sighted way. 

On May 13, 1986, when the silicate brick factories were almost at their 
completion, Kim Jong Il visited the People’s Palace of Culture and 
examined in detail the blueprint for the construction of silicate brick houses. 
Saying that houses to be built with silicate bricks were nice to see, he 
instructed that silicate brick houses should be built in several places in 
Pyongyang on an experimental basis and a model lecture organized. 

Later he called the relevant official on several occasions and gave 
instructions on building exemplary houses and holding model lectures on an 
all-Party basis, and solved all problems therefrom. 

Constructors built various forms of silicate brick houses in an 
experimental way in Hwasong-dong in Ryongsong District, Anhak-dong in 
Taesong District and Kangan-dong in Songyo District, in Pyongyang, 
followed by the arrangement of all-Party model lectures. In this way a fresh 
turn was effected in the building of houses in towns and rural areas. 

Along with this, Kim Jong Il also ensured the building of many modern 
building-materials production bases, such as the Mangyongdae Aeguk 
Aluminum Sash Factory and the Pyongyang Slag Foam Block Factory. In 
addition to the large-scale construction of houses in Pyongyang, he arranged 
the building of a large number of silicate brick houses in local cities, 
including South Sinuiju, and rural communities. Thus, the ever-growing 
people’s demand for dwelling houses was satisfied more fully and at a 
higher level. 

Kim Jong Il paid great attention to establishing a sound atmosphere of 
cultural and emotional life throughout the country.  

In his talk to the senior officials of the Party Central Committee, under 
the title, On Making Cultural and Emotional Life Prevail throughout the 
Society, on January 5, 1989, Kim Jong Il said that cultural and emotional 
life is a sphere of social life that makes people live a cheerful, beautiful and 
elevated life with great cultural attainments and that creating an atmosphere 
of the cultural and emotional life throughout the society and developing it to 
the full are the intrinsic requirements of a socialist society serving the masses. 

In order for the working people to enjoy cultural and emotional life to
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their hearts’ content, he saw to it that modern theatres, cinemas and 
stadiums were set up and nice parks and recreation grounds built in places 
of scenic beauty, and also ensured that various kinds of sports and 
amusement equipment were produced and supplied in large numbers. 
Furthermore, he took positive measures for widely encouraging folk games 
and the colourful celebration of traditional national holidays.  

 
 

4. FOR A CONTINUOUS UPSWING IN SOCIALIST 
CONSTRUCTION 

 
Bringing about a continued upswing in socialist construction was an 

important task for strengthening the country’s economic power and 
improving the people’s standard of living, and, at the same time, a serious 
political problem of defending the banner of socialism to the last against the 
anti-socialist offensive of the imperialists. 

Kim Jong Il commanded the struggle for socialist construction geared to 
demonstrating the vitality of socialism, the embodiment of the Juche idea. 

He initiated a 200-day campaign for making a breakthrough in the 
fulfilment of the Third Seven-Year Plan on the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of the DPRK. 

On December 15, 1987, when the first year of the struggle for carrying 
out the Third Seven-Year Plan was drawing successfully to an end, 
Kim Jong Il proposed launching a 200-day campaign till the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of the DPRK the following year, and clarified 
its period, objective and tasks. 

He said that the objective of the 200-day campaign was to effect a 
revolutionary upswing on all fronts of socialist construction so as to make a 
breakthrough in the fulfilment of the Third Seven-Year Plan and celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of the founding of the DPRK as a grand festival, 
instructing that the campaign should be launched from February 21, 1988. 

Defining capital construction as a major target of the 200-day campaign, 
he stressed the need to concentrate all efforts on finishing major 
construction projects, such as power stations, coal mines, metallurgical 
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industry bases, bases for large-scale chemical industry and production 
centres for light metals which were of great significance in capturing major 
heights of the Third Seven-Year Plan and strengthening the power of the 
independent socialist national economy. 

Kim Jong Il advanced the tasks for putting production on a normal 
footing in all factories and enterprises for fulfilment without fail of their 
State and export plans by day, by month, by quarter and on all indices, 
while concentrating efforts on capital construction, solving the transport 
problem, making a fresh turn in agricultural production, and rapidly 
developing science and technology. 

For the successful implementation of the campaign, he arranged a 
regular command system by ensuring that the military system was applied 
in the arrangement of the headquarters of the 200-day campaign in the 
capital and provinces for the smooth operation of the existing administrative 
structure and that factories and enterprises were directed by managers and 
Party committees concerned. 

And he made sure that aggressive organizational and political work was 
conducted to inspire the whole Party and the entire people to the struggle 
for victory in the 200-day campaign. 

The Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee, at its session on 
February 20, 1988, passed a decision on organizing the 200-day campaign, 
published slogans for the purpose and addressed a letter from the Party 
Central Committee to all Party members on the anniversary of the founding 
of the DPRK. Accordingly, an all-Party discussion and mass rallies in 
Pyongyang and the provinces for carrying out the letter and slogans of the 
Party Central Committee took place at a high political and ideological level. 

In hearty response to the letter and slogans of the Party Central 
Committee, the atmosphere of the whole country was charged with 
enthusiasm for the 200-day campaign geared to greeting the 40th 
anniversary of the DPRK as a grand political festival. 

Kim Jong Il regarded the strengthening of the Party’s leadership over 
economic construction as an important means for victory in the 200-day 
campaign, and took appropriate measures for it. 

In order to ensure the successful implementation of the 200-day 
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campaign, Kim Jong Il made sure, on March 18, 1988, that assistance 
teams of Party officials were formed and dispatched to the units of the 
campaign. He taught in detail about the purpose of their dispatch, the 
naming of the teams, volume of forces to be mobilized and their 
destinations, as well as the rule of work and life of the team members. 

Some days later, examining the plan on their formation, he instructed 
that the teams should include students of the Party-cadre training centres as 
well as officials of the Party Central Committee. 

Thus, powerful 200-day campaign assistance teams were formed with 
officials of the Party Central Committee and of the provincial, city and 
county Party committees and students of the Party-cadre training centres. 

As instructed by Kim Jong Il, the 200-day campaign assistance teams of 
Party officials dispatched to various sectors of the national economy settled 
in factory hostels, and conducted in an original and substantial way political 
work among the workers, sharing meals with them, educating them and 
rallying them closely behind the Party, thus rousing them to the 200-day 
campaign. 

In order to further enhance a sense of responsibility and role among the 
team members for the purpose of keeping up the elevated atmosphere of the 
200-day campaign, Kim Jong Il called, on June 2, 1988, a meeting of the 
Secretariat of the Party Central Committee, where he comprehensively 
analyzed and reviewed the success achieved during the first 100 days of the 
200-day campaign. On the basis of this, he went on to instruct that all 
officials should brave the difficulties encountered in the struggle of the 
second 100 days by displaying a high degree of revolutionary spirit. 

The members of the assistance teams of Party officials stimulated Party 
members and other working people at all sites of the 200-day campaign to 
further efforts for victory in the 200-day campaign, holding higher the 
banner of socialism, full of confidence and optimism. 

During the 200-day campaign, Kim Jong Il visited various sectors and 
units, such as the Steel Works No. 8, factories and construction sites in 
Kanggye and Pyongyang, and the construction sites on Kwangbok Street, 
construction companies in Sinuiju, the Kyongsong Ceramics Factory of the 
Kyongsong Ceramics Corporation, the Musan Mining Complex, the 
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Sangwon Cement Complex and the Science Exhibition of the Academy of 
Sciences, and guided the campaign on the spot solving knotty problems. 

On July 5, 1988, while giving on-the-spot guidance to various sectors of 
the national economy in North Hamgyong Province, he came across the fact 
that the rail transport through the Tumangang Railway Station was strained. 
He ensured that a composite line was laid between Tumangang and 
Chongjin and all problems arising in its construction and operation were 
solved. While giving guidance to the Musan Mining Complex on August 
19, he grasped in detail the process of its ore production and gave the task 
for removing overburden, the most knotty problem, by conveyor belt, and 
adopted all measures needed for it. 

During the 200-day campaign, serious problems were solved and a fresh 
upswing was effected in all places honoured with on-the-spot guidance by 
Kim Jong Il. 

During the period, industrial production increased by 22 per cent over 
the same period of previous year and the amount of assembling in capital 
construction was up by 1.8 times over the previous year–a record since the 
founding of the DPRK. Thus, a bright vista was opened for the successful 
implementation of the Third Seven-Year Plan.  

Kim Jong Il proposed holding the National Meeting of Heroes when the 
200-day campaign was at its height. He said in the following vein: “Let us 
all live and struggle like heroes!”–this is the Party’s requirement at the 
moment and the slogan that we should uphold. Party members and all other 
working people must be encouraged to advance under this militant slogan 
so that the whole of society can be imbued with a spirit with which all of 
them make continued innovation and advance by displaying boundless 
devotion and an indomitable fighting spirit, wiping out all indolent, 
easygoing attitudes, conservatism and lethargy, and fight courageously, full 
of confidence and optimism, sweeping away cowardice and defeatism. 

On September 2, 1988, a few days before the 40th anniversary of the 
DPRK, the National Meeting of Heroes was opened in Pyongyang, in the 
presence of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il amidst great expectations and 
concern of the Korean people. 

The National Meeting of Heroes adopted an appeal to the entire people 
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calling for another 200-day campaign, by reflecting the firm determination 
and unanimous will of the participants. 

In order to ensure that all the Party members and other working people 
rose actively in a new 200-day campaign in response to the appeal, 
Kim Jong Il saw to it that Party organizations at all levels conducted 
organizational and political work more effectively than ever before. 

As a result, an intensive information and promotion campaign was 
launched and rallies were held one after another at major factories, 
enterprises and cooperative farms in response to the appeal. Party 
organizations at all levels reviewed the results of the first 200-day 
campaign, and held discussions at a high political and ideological level for 
the successful implementation of the new 200-day campaign. 

In keeping with the high-voltage atmosphere of the new 200-day 
campaign Kim Jong Il made sure that all officials worked and lived in a 
strenuous and militant way with a high sense of revolutionary spirit, 
organizing and directing the campaign in a responsible way by giving full 
play to the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and fortitude. At the same 
time he intensified the ideological campaign by means of various forms and 
methods such as meetings for emulation of leading characters in art and 
literary works, so that officials, Party members and other working people 
could live and work with a clear revolutionary conscience. In addition, he 
saw to it that forces were concentrated on carrying out the main tasks of the 
200-day campaign–a fresh turn in regular production, in the completion of 
major projects, in grain production and in the production of consumer goods. 

The Party members and other working people displayed their loyalty to 
the Party and the leader more fully than ever before, and the whole society 
came to overflow with heroic fighting spirit. As a result, the fresh 200-day 
campaign launched with elevated political zeal ended in a brilliant victory. 
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CHAPTER 24  

 
THE EFFLORESCENCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

OF SOCIALIST CULTURE 
 
 

1. FOR CARRYING OUT THE THESES ON  
SOCIALIST EDUCATION 

 
Kim Jong Il regards education as a fundamental problem deciding the 

fate of the country and the future destiny of the nation and has always 
directed particular attention to the development of educational work. In 
order to bring about a new turn in the work of education, he pushed ahead 
with the work of carrying out the theses on socialist education. 

The Theses on Socialist Education, published by President Kim Il Sung 
at the 14th Plenary Meeting of the Fifth Party Central Committee in 
September 1977, is an educational programme for training people into 
talented people with independence and creativity and an encyclopedia of 
socialist education which illumines the way education should follow. Only 
when a fresh turn was made in educational work by carrying out the 
educational theses, would it be possible to bring up new generations to be 
true Juche-type revolutionaries and accelerate the intellectualization of the 
whole of society. 

He said that in order to carry out the theses on socialist education it was 
imperative to effect an ideological switchover and led all officials of the 
Party and power organs to fulfil their responsibility and role in the struggle 
to implement the theses, with a correct attitude and approach to educational 
work while getting rid of the practice of regarding the work as a work of 
only a few officials in the educational sector or approaching it in an 
administrative and business-like way. 

While waging a vigorous and intensive information campaign on and
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education in the Theses on Socialist Education, he saw to it that a mass 
rally devoted to reception of the theses was organized at a high political and 
ideological level and the whole country was pervaded by an atmosphere for 
carrying it out. From October 1977, each provincial, city and county Party 
committee held an enlarged plenary meeting of officials of the Party and 
power organs, economic and cultural institutions and educational officials, a 
meeting devoted to implementation of the theses, and analyzed and 
reviewed in a thoroughgoing way the past shortcomings revealed in 
educational work. The enlarged meetings marked an important occasion in 
establishing a correct attitude and viewpoint of educational work among 
officials. 

Kim Jong Il proposed holding the National Conference of Educational 
Workers. 

Initially officials concerned were preparing the meeting as a small-scale 
meeting of activists of the educational workers, involving participation of 
only a few thousands. 

Grasping the situation, he instructed that the meeting should be 
organized as large as the agricultural conference, saying that a large number 
of officials at all levels of schools in cities and counties should participate in 
the meeting and listen to the teachings of the President, so as to bring about 
a turn in educational work. He taught that the meeting should be named the 
National Conference of Educational Workers and held on a large scale at 
the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium, involving 15,000 educationists. 

Clarifying that the purpose of the meeting was to confirm the greatness 
and vitality of the theses published by the President and inspire all 
educational workers and working people to its implementation, he gave 
specific guidance to the process of working out the report of the meeting as 
intended by the Party. 

The National Conference of Educational Workers was held in a grand 
style in the presence of President Kim Il Sung from the end of September 
to the beginning of October 1978 in Pyongyang. 

At the meeting, Kim Il Sung made a speech, titled, Let Us Bring about 
a Radical Improvement in Education through the Full Implementation of 
the Theses on Socialist Education. 
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Following the conference, Kim Jong Il strove for the implementation of 
the President’s teachings given at the meeting. To this end, he made sure that 
meetings for reviewing the process of implementation of the theses were held 
in provinces, cities and counties every year and the work of education was 
thoroughly conducted as the work of the whole Party, so that all Party 
organizations and Party officials persistently pushed ahead with the work of 
implementing the theses on their full responsibilities and teachers at all levels 
of schools enhanced their sense of responsibility and role still further.  

Under the guidance and care of Kim Jong Il, the struggle for 
implementing the theses on socialist education proceeded vigorously, 
resulting in firm establishment of the Juche orientation in education, 
improvement of quality of education and consolidation of the material and 
technical foundations of education. 

On the basis of this success, Kim Jong Il ensured that a revolution was 
made in education. 

In his letter, On Further Developing Educational Work, addressed to 
the National Meeting of Educational Activists on July 22, 1984, Kim Jong Il 
pointed out as follows: 

“We must bring about a revolution in education to meet the new 
requirements of the developing revolution, and so improve school 
education as a whole and raise its quality appreciably so that the new 
generation will be trained to become useful revolutionary workers, and 
so that our education will better contribute to the development of science 
and technology and to socialist economic construction in our country.” 

In his letter, he defined, based on the basic principles of the Juche idea, 
the essence of socialist education as an undertaking to transform man into a 
powerful being, and fully elucidated the main content of the educational 
revolution and the way to carry it out. 

In order to bring about a fresh upswing in education through the 
implementation of the policy of educational revolution, Kim Jong Il 
directed his primary attention to improving the quality of the universal 
11-year compulsory education. 

The universal 11-year compulsory education, being a general secondary 
education, holds an extremely important place in the formation of the world 
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outlook, intellectual development and development of character among 
students and in improving the qualitative level of higher education and the 
ideological and cultural standard of the society as a whole. 

Kim Jong Il saw to it that a model school was built in the sector of 
general education to improve the quality of the 11-year compulsory 
education, and its example was followed throughout the country. 

He had long since elaborated a plan for building an excellent and 
modern school in the sector of general education and improving education 
in general through it. In October 1980, he gave the task for building a model 
school in a fashionable way in Pyongyang. When the design was drawn up, 
he examined it in person and clarified the direction of construction. He 
fixed the site of the school in a suitable place by the picturesque Pothong 
River. Furthermore, he mobilized a strong force of construction, solved the 
problem of materials and sent a vast amount of funds required for the 
installation at the best level of educational apparatus and conditions for 
experiment and practice. 

He gave specific guidance and care to the building of the school. When 
the construction was completed, he named the school Pyongyang Senior 
Middle School No. 1 (later changed to Pyongyang Middle School No. 1). 

On April 28, 1984, Kim Jong Il visited the Pyongyang Senior Middle 
School No. 1. 

Arriving at the school early in the morning in spite of the rain, Kim Jong Il 
expressed his satisfaction over the fact that the school had been built well 
and in a modern way. 

Composed of a 10-story main building and an auxiliary building on a 
wide area, the school consists of classrooms, experimental and practice 
rooms, an indoor stadium and a full set of facilities for cultural welfare and 
its articles such as desks, chairs and a variety of equipment for experiment 
and practice that measure up to the best standards. 

He went round the refectory, practice room for girl students, assembly 
hall, room for machinery practice, indoor stadium and swimming pool. 
Climbing up and down the stairs of the main building, he inspected scores 
of laboratories, classrooms and experimental and practice rooms one by 
one. He instructed that an automatic water apparatus should be installed in



 

 

 
 
 
 

Kim Jong Il looking round the Pyongyang Senior Middle 
School No. 1 (February 26, 1985) 
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the hand-washing room of the refectory and that sewing machines be 
replaced with modern ones. He also stressed that a place for automobile 
practice should be laid out well nearby. 

He also looked round one after another a physics laboratory, an 
electronic machinery laboratory, an electricity laboratory and a chemistry 
laboratory, instructing that the existing experimental instruments and 
equipment should be replaced with better ones. 

After looking round the school in detail for a long time, he held a 
consultative meeting of senior officials in the educational sector, where he 
gave instructions to develop Pyongyang Senior Middle School No. 1 as a 
model school for developing the educational work of the country as a whole 
onto a higher stage. 

He said that importance should be given to secondary education and 
great efforts exerted to bring up excellent students, so that they could 
imbibe general knowledge for secondary education in this period, and that 
only then could they acquire special knowledge during their university days 
and write theses for bachelor or doctorate degrees in their twenties. 

The Pyongyang Senior Middle School No. 1 was opened on September 
1, 1984. 

On February 26, 1985, Kim Jong Il visited the Pyongyang Senior 
Middle School No. 1 again, in company with Kim Il Sung. 

Grasping in detail the state of affairs of education and tuition, Kim Jong Il 
gave instructions on making the maximum use of the favourable educational 
conditions provided by the Party with utmost care, in order to equip new 
generations with modern science and technology and bring them up to be 
able and talented people with strong physical constitutions. 

The two rounds of on-the-spot guidance of Kim Jong Il to the 
Pyongyang Senior Middle School No. 1 were important occasions which 
marked a breakthrough in the educational revolution and remarkably 
enhanced the quality of secondary education. 

In 1985, local senior middle schools No. 1, modelled on Pyongyang 
Senior Middle School No. 1 were set up in every provincial seat, as well as 
in Pyongyang, followed by others in each city and county (district) 
throughout the country. As a result, a well-organized senior- middle-school- 
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No. 1-type educational system was established, and a vigorous campaign 
was launched among all other middle schools of the country to improve 
their education up to the level of the senior middle schools No. 1. 

In order to raise the quality of the universal 11-year compulsory 
education, Kim Jong Il saw to it that the content and methods of secondary 
education were improved. 

He ensured that the content of secondary education was centred on 
intensifying political and ideological education, as well as basic science 
education and education in foreign languages, and that the contents of 
subjects were so rationally composed as to upgrade art and physical 
education and basic technical education. He also made sure that heuristic 
method of teaching was embodied in teaching, education with visual aids 
and real objects intensified and the method of examination revised in the 
direction of appraising the actual academic attainments of students, with the 
main stress on theoretical understanding of what they learned and ability to 
put it into practice. 

In order to improve the scholarly performance of middle school 
students, Kim Jong Il instituted the “July 15 top honour prize” on February 
5, 1987, and set in motion a movement to win the prize, ensuring that the 
students of the Pyongyang Senior Middle School No. 1 stood in the 
vanguard of this movement. 

In order to improve the training of technicians and specialists in the 
sector of higher education, Kim Jong Il ensured that Kim Il Sung 
University and other major universities were built up excellently, followed 
by other universities gradually. 

In August 1984, Kim Jong Il took an important step for improving the work 
of Kim Il Sung University, and in September the same year had a decision of 
the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee, titled, On Further 
Improving and Intensifying the Work of Kim Il Sung University, adopted. 

While striving to drastically build up Kim Chaek University of 
Technology, Kim Hyong Jik University of Education and Pyongyang 
University of Medicine, and improve the qualitative level of their education, 
Kim Jong Il endeavoured to promote the work of raising the level of all 
the universities in the country to that of Kim Il Sung University so as to
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upgrade university education as a whole in compliance with the practical 
requirements of socialist construction and the development trend of modern 
science and technology. 

Directing particular attention to ceaselessly improving and intensifying 
technical education, he ensured that the number of technical colleges was 
rapidly increased, the teaching and educational work of the factory, farm 
and fishermen’s colleges was improved and the Grand People’s Study 
House was conducive to enhancing the general technical and cultural level 
of the working people. 

In his talk to the senior officials of the Party Central Committee on 
December 13, 1986, Kim Jong Il put stress on improving and intensifying 
the work of school education by arousing social interest in education. 

In order to promote the educational revolution more vigorously, he saw 
to it that the educational problem was discussed in March 1988 at the 13th 
Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Party Central Committee, and inspired all the 
educational workers and other working people to the struggle for 
implementing the decision of the plenary meeting. 

Guided by the theses on socialist education, the work of school 
education as a whole was improved and intensified, and the quality of 
education was decisively enhanced. As a result, it became possible to bring 
up new generations to be able and talented people, and education came to 
make better contribution to the development of national science and 
technology and the building of the socialist economy. 

 
 

2. DEVELOPING NATIONAL SCIENCE AND  
TECHNOLOGY ONTO A HIGHER PLANE 

 
Kim Jong Il regarded rapidly developing national science and technology 

as an important link for expediting socialist economic construction and 
improving the people’s livelihood, and exerted great effort to this end.  

He ensured that a great revolutionary turn was effected in the development 
of science and technology by activating a shock-brigade movement of 
scientists and technicians. 
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He pointed out the importance of strengthening creative cooperation 
among scientists, technicians and producers. He said:  

“Only when scientists, technicians and producers strengthen 
creative cooperation among them, can they continually develop science 
and technology with novel ideas, positive initiative and bold practice, 
and promptly introduce to production scientific achievements and 
technological innovation plans.” 

Kim Jong Il had been greatly concerned about finding solutions to 
scientific and technological problems in socialist economic construction by 
giving free rein to the collective wisdom of scientists and technicians and 
strengthening their creative cooperation with producers. He kindled the first 
beacon of the shock-brigade movement of scientists and technicians at the 
Komdok Mine, a major production base of nonferrous metals. 

In summer 1975, Kim Jong Il visited the Komdok Mine. He pointed out 
the wrong viewpoint with which officials were looking for the reserves of 
production growth in prolonging the working hours of workers or in the 
number of workers, not in technical innovation. He gave them the task of 
increasing the production capacity and consolidating the productive and 
technical foundation by laying a large, long-distance conveyer belt, making 
all equipment large-sized and modernized, and perfecting the commanding 
system of direction and communication for the pit. 

However, the task was difficult to fulfil successfully through the efforts 
of only the scientific and technical forces of the Komdok Mine. 

Having acquainted himself with the situation, Kim Jong Il said to the 
official concerned one day in the middle of September the same year that it 
would be reasonable to send scientists and technicians to the Komdok Mine, 
to help it solve its scientific and technological problems. He advised him 
that competent scientists and technicians should be selected to form shock 
brigades, and sent to the Komdok Mine and the related smelteries. 

In this way, in early October that year the first shock brigade formed 
with competent scientists and technicians selected from scientific and 
educational institutions was dispatched to the Komdok Mine. 

Kim Jong Il named the first shock brigade the “July 1 
scientists-and-technicians shock brigade”. 
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He also sent shock brigades to other relevant units, such as the 
Munphyong Smeltery and Nampho Smeltery. He established a 
well-organized work system so that the shock brigades could work as they 
should, and provided all conditions for their activities. 

The shock brigade sent to the Komdok Mine put on a modern footing 
Ore Dressing Plant No. 2, the productivity of which had been low. It also 
rounded off its research into a method of collecting ore dust which flowed 
down the river, collecting a large amount of nonferrous metals every year. 
The shock brigades sent to the Nampho Smeltery and Munphyong Smeltery 
introduced a new method of calcination and melting, and increased the 
production of nonferrous metal products by almost twofold. 

On the basis of the success and experience gained in the process of 
building up the Komdok Mine as a model mine, a standard mine in the 
country through the movement of a shock brigade of scientists and 
technicians, Kim Jong Il further extended the scope of the movement on a 
nationwide scale. 

On February 17, 1978, Kim Jong Il formed another shock brigade 
comprising scientists and technicians with expertise in different fields and 
sent it to the Kim Chaek Iron Works and other key areas in various sectors 
of the national economy. He named it the “February 17 shock brigade of 
scientists” and defined its mission as increasing production to the 
maximum and making the national economy Juche-oriented, modernized 
and scientifically-based, by introducing the latest achievements of science 
and technology. 

Not only to the mining industry and iron and steel industry but also to 
various sectors of the national economy, such as the chemical industry, light 
industry, construction, transport, agriculture and fishing did he dispatch the 
February 17 shock brigade of scientists to promptly resolve scientific and 
technological problems by collective wisdom on the spot, thus making a 
great contribution to production and construction. 

In the meantime, he acquainted himself with the achievements made by 
the shock brigades of scientists and technicians sent to the key areas, and 
ensured that 519 technological innovation shock brigade17 involving even 
technicians and skilled workers working on production site was organized 
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in every sector of the national economy, so as to accelerate the 
technological revolution more vigorously. 

This was a step geared to effecting a fresh turn in the development of 
national science and technology by strengthening the creative cooperation 
of scientists, technicians and workers in the fulfilment of the technological 
revolution. The formation of the 519 technological innovation shock 
brigade resulted in the combination of scientific research with the mass 
technological innovation movement, bringing about an unprecedented 
upsurge in production. Later, Kim Jong Il changed the name of the 519 
technological innovation shock brigade to the April 15 technological 
innovation shock brigade. In addition, he ensured that the range of control 
and guidance of the technological revolution undertaken by the 
three-revolution teams should also include the work of technological 
innovation shock brigades. He established a well-organized administrative 
guidance system for science and technology from commissions and 
ministries under the Administration Council to factories and enterprises. 

While continuously expanding and developing the shock-brigade 
movement of scientists and technicians, Kim Jong Il mapped out an 
audacious and large-scale plan to upgrade national science and technology 
to a higher level, and led the struggle for its implementation. 

On August 3, 1985, Kim Jong Il made a speech to the senior officials of 
the Party Central Committee, under the title, On the Further Development 
of Science and Technology. 

In the speech, he referred to the necessity of developing science and 
technology to a higher stage. 

What is important in the development of national science and 
technology at present, he taught, is to solve the problems of raw materials, 
fuel and energy, find solutions to the scientific and technological problems 
arising in modernizing machines and equipment, intensify research in 
putting technical process of production, production methods and 
management activities in all sectors of the national economy onto new 
scientific foundations and develop basic sciences. 

He also put forward concrete ways for rapidly developing the country’s 
science and technology. 
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While arranging vigorous organizational and political work for 
establishing an atmosphere of attaching importance to science throughout 
the country in order to quickly develop science and technology, he took 
measures for the scientific and technological solutions urgently needed for 
the country’s economic development. 

Annual and long-term tasks for scientific and technological development 
were collectively examined in all sectors, organizational work for solving 
urgent scientific and technological problems arising in each period of time 
was conducted efficiently, and a strict State system and discipline to 
examine and introduce the results of research was established. 

In addition, advanced science and technology were introduced to suit 
Korea’s situation by stepping up the study of scientific and technological 
information, and scientific and technological exchanges with various 
countries all over the world were conducted briskly through active 
participation in the work of international organizations such as the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

The 11th Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Party Central Committee in 
February 1986 seriously discussed the matter of rapidly developing the 
country’s science and technology in the shortest possible time, a national 
meeting of winners of academic degrees and titles and a national meeting of 
inventors were held, and a national scientific and technological festival was 
organized from 1986 to increase the sense of responsibility and role of 
scientists and technicians. 

On November 15, 1987, the day of elections to the city and county 
people’s assemblies, Kim Jong Il visited the Academy of Sciences in 
company with President Kim Il Sung and voted for a scientist, a candidate 
for the Phyongsong Municipal People’s Assembly. He convened a 
consultative meeting of senior officials of the Party Central Committee 
and the Administration Council at a simple meeting room at the Academy 
of Sciences, and gave instructions that would serve as the guideline in 
developing the country’s science and technology. 

Pointing out that the present one was an era of science and technology, 
he said that science and technology must be developed rapidly if the 
country was to be prosperous, and that the country would prosper if 
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efforts were channelled into the development of science and technology. 
He went on to say that in order to quickly develop science and 

technology, investment in the sector of scientific research should be 
increased, as without doing so science and technology could not be 
developed. He then arranged the investment of a large amount of funds into 
the sector and gave the task of making a three-year plan for the scientific 
and technological development based on effective use of the investment and 
submitting it to a plenary meeting of the Party Central Committee. 

The 13th Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Party Central Committee held in 
March 1988 discussed the matter of further developing science and education. 

The plenary meeting was a historic landmark in developing the 
country’s science and technology onto a new and higher stage. 

In whole-hearted response to the decision of the meeting, scientists and 
technicians concentrated their efforts on scientific research for fulfilling the 
main tasks of the three-year plan for scientific and technical 
development–electronic engineering, bioengineering, thermodynamics and 
chemical industry. They made by themselves a 16-bit computer and achieved 
many other scientific and technological successes during the 200-day 
campaign. After acquainting himself with these successes, Kim Jong Il 
visited a science exhibition at the Academy of Sciences on August 31, 1988. 

Inspecting the modern equipment made by scientists themselves one by 
one, he highly praised the scientists and encouraged them to scale a higher 
peak of science, adopting necessary measures for the solution of pending 
problems. After going round the exhibition and giving teachings for more 
than three hours, he posed for a souvenir photo with the scientists. 

On the spot, he guided a consultative meeting of senior officials in the 
sector of science. 

Saying that the scientists and technicians of the Academy of Sciences 
were confronted with the difficult yet honourable task of rapidly developing 
electronic engineering, metallurgical engineering, laser engineering and 
other important scientific sectors, Kim Jong Il laid down the task of 
working hard to develop the country’s science and technology as soon as 
possible, not resting on their laurels. He also adopted specific measures for 
promptly introducing to production the achievements of scientific research
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and pointed out the need on setting up a correct system of guidance of 
science and technology. He said that in order to develop scientific research 
into electronics, atomic energy and other branches, the system of guidance 
must be simplified and unified. He also clarified specific ways for 
integrating scientific research institutes. 

On the same day, Kim Jong Il, who had paid particular attention to 
building a scientific research base, which was very important for the 
development of science, adopted measures for stepping up the building of 
the scientific research base. 

Consenting to the building of the scientific base as in the sand model, he 
said that as the 13th Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Party Central Committee 
had adopted the decision on developing scientific work with unanimous 
approval, the building of the scientific base should not be delayed, but be 
completed within two years by the dynamic finish-one-by-one method. 

The on-the-spot guidance of Kim Jong Il to the Academy of Sciences 
marked a great turning point in successfully carrying out the three-year 
plan for the development of science and technology and raising the 
country’s science and technology onto a new and higher stage, in full 
response to the decision of the 13th Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Party 
Central Committee. 

 
 

3. A GRAND GARDEN OF JUCHE ART  
AND LITERATURE 

 
On the basis of the success and experience achieved in the cinema and 

opera revolutions, Kim Jong Il paid particular attention to making a 
revolution in drama, and devoted his all to it. 

In the early 1970s, he put forward the policy of making a revolution in 
drama and solved one by one all the problems arising therein, based on 
independent faith and judgement. 

Kim Jong Il set about making a revolution by doing away with the 
outmoded pattern in the production of plays, the first process of dramatic art. 

He decided to re-produce A Mountain Shrine, which had been created
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by Kim Il Sung during the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle, in keeping 
with the demands of the times. 

On February 15, 1973, he went to the Grand Theatre to watch the State 
Theatrical Company stage a scene from A Mountain Shrine. 

Appreciating the staging of A Mountain Shrine, though just one scene, 
as a good attempt, he said that the drama must be completed and put on the 
stage as soon as possible. 

A Mountain Shrine, which had been created and put on the stage by 
Kim Il Sung at the dawn of the Korean revolution as part of his energetic 
endeavour to transform a wide area of the countryside on a revolutionary 
pattern and rally all sections of the masses around revolutionary 
organizations, was a new, unique genre of revolutionary satirical comedy 
that clarified the problem of human independence.  

For this reason, Kim Jong Il selected A Mountain Shrine as a model 
work in creating a new revolutionary drama, and saw to it that creators 
delved deeply in various ways into the background and purpose of the 
creation of the work, the social and historical atmosphere reflected in the 
work and the things which should not be missed in the characters’ 
personalities. 

At the outset, the drama workers failed to have a correct understanding 
of the ideological and artistic characteristics of the original. Therefore, they 
only regarded it as a work for enlightenment aimed at conquering 
superstition. They could not get a common understanding of the modality of 
the work, regarding it as a satirical drama or a light comedy. As a result, 
they could not work out even a proper script for several years. 

Acquainting himself with this situation, Kim Jong Il met officials and 
creators in the sector of art and literature on November 4, 1977, and gave 
them important instructions that could serve as the guideline in re-producing 
A Mountain Shrine. 

He said in the following vein:  
It is true that the revolutionary drama A Mountain Shrine contains an 

enlightening story for awakening the people who are unenlightened. But 
this masterpiece contains an ideological essence which solves the problem 
of man’s destiny. As for the opinions that it is rather a light comedy than a 
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satirical drama because there appear as its main characters such positive 
characters as Tolsoe and Man Chun, who are not the target of satire and that 
as there appear such hostile class enemies as a landlord and a village head, 
the target of satire, it cannot be a light comedy, both of the opinions 
originate from an outmoded idea of dramatic modality. As a satire is a form 
of drama, aimed at exposing and condemning the outmoded, its main theme 
must be to expose and scorn the negative. But it cannot be bound by one 
pattern that only negative characters should appear, regardless of the 
content of life and the cognitive and educational purpose, as well as the 
characteristics of the objects, which must be portrayed in the work. To do so 
is as foolish as attempting to adjust the body of man to ready-made clothes. 

He also dwelt in detail on the need to boldly get rid of the old-fashioned 
outlook on the previous style of drama and employ as many new creative 
methods and means as possible for stage representation of a new style of 
revolutionary drama in the course of producing A Mountain Shrine. 

In the direction of the creation of the drama as set by Kim Jong Il the 
creative workers stepped up their historical investigation into the original, 
while at the same time carrying on with the work of completing the script in 
top gear, thus working out a unique form of drama that immaculately 
re-produced the ideological and artistic features of the original and 
combined both the satirical and legitimate aspects of the drama. 

A full-dress campaign to stage a new form of revolutionary drama, A 
Mountain Shrine, started in early 1978. 

Kim Jong Il encouraged the directors to enhance their role as 
commanders of the creative group also in dramatic art. He ensured that the 
outmoded patriarchal and bureaucratic directing system was smashed and a 
new directing system under which art production and ideological education 
went together was established. He also ensured that a vigorous ideological 
campaign was waged to kindle a flame in the struggle for radically 
transforming the outmoded system of formalistic and naturalist acting 
which fostered mannerism and exaggeration, affectation and deformation. 

Kim Jong Il led the revolutionary drama A Mountain Shrine to be 
created as a new style of drama with a new aspect also in form, as required 
by a new age and a new life. 
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The previous creation of drama, still fettered by the outmoded pattern of 
agreement among the three elements, which absolutized the consensus of 
time, place and event, was unable to represent the reality in three 
dimensions and in a lifelike way. It could not show life truthfully due to its 
artificial concentration on dramatism. However, these stage limitations had 
been considered unavoidable, because of the characteristics of drama. 

On the principle of setting scenes according to the content of life, not 
setting the content of life to a ready-made plot, and, on this basis, 
composing the overall plot, Kim Jong Il made sure that A Mountain Shrine 
adopted a new form of multi-scene plot. 

The form of multi-scene plot was a form of drama plot, making it 
possible to present a variety of pictures in great breadth and represent life 
without interruption by frequently changing time and place even in one 
scene according to the characters and logic of life in the sequence of 
dramatic progress. 

With the introduction of this form, A Mountain Shrine could show many 
aspects of life in limited time and space by unfolding life in a natural way 
and yet in a concise and intensive way and harmonious unity. It broke the 
former outmoded pattern in which the curtain fell after each scene, and 
unfolded life in a continuous sequence arousing expectations from the next 
scene even after the change of scene. 

In the course of making a revolution in drama Kim Jong Il saw to it that 
the three-dimensional revolving stage setting that had been successfully 
introduced to the Sea of Blood-style opera18 was employed creatively in 
keeping with the characteristics of drama. 

With the adoption of this type of stage setting, A Mountain Shrine could 
show all scenes, ranging from the prelude where the title caption rises 
shedding brilliant rays breaking through dark clouds to the finale, in an 
uninterrupted flow like in a film screen and made it possible to present 
various aspects of life by means of a variety of changes in the revolving set 
and backdrop. It revealed the innermost world of the characters and 
formatively supported the process of their growth and development. It 
provided an uninterrupted line of dramatic emotions, drawing the audience 
deep into the dramatic world and stimulating their emotional response.  
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Kim Jong Il ensured the introduction of music in A Mountain Shrine. 
Having long since considered the possibility of better sustaining the 

emotional world of characters with adequate combination of music in 
drama, he ensured that music was introduced in such a way as to highlight 
the merit of drama and overcome its limitation. 

Music thus became an indispensable element of A Mountain Shrine and 
a powerful means of dramatic presentation, ensuring a high level of 
ideological and artistic quality and emotional effect of drama. 

Kim Jong Il gave more stimulation to creators and artists in their efforts 
to smash the outmoded pattern and create a new revolutionary drama. 

On June 14, 1978, Kim Jong Il watched A Mountain Shrine staged by 
the State Theatrical Company. Noting that the first step of the drama 
revolution had been taken, he highly appreciated the fact that the creators 
had correctly embodied the ideological and thematic requirements of the 
work on the basis of the original and that they had made a good 
arrangement of the plot and introduced the success of the 
three-dimensional revolving stage setting adequately in keeping with the 
characteristics of the drama. 

With the new creation of A Mountain Shrine, drama was developed into 
an art to meet the requirements of the times and the aspirations of the 
people, and a turn was effected in developing the dramatic art of the 
working class onto a new and higher plane. 

On the basis of the success and experience gained in putting on the stage 
A Mountain Shrine, Kim Jong Il ensured that Blood at an International 
Conference, A Letter from a Daughter, Three Pretenders and 
Celebrations were rendered excellently into A Mountain Shrine-style 
dramas and staged, thereby further developing the success of the revolution 
in drama in depth and width. 

In the course of the drama revolution that began with the re-production 
of A Mountain Shrine on stage, the idea and theory on the dramatic art was 
perfected and the Juche-oriented system and method of drama creation was 
established. 

In his work On the Art of the Drama, dated April 20, 1988, Kim Jong Il 
clarified in detail the problems on the drama revolution, dramatic literature 
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and dramatic interpretation on the stage in an ideological and aesthetic way 
and in a theoretical and practical way.  

In the first period of his guidance to the cinema revolution, Kim Jong Il 
raised it as one of the principal tasks to bring out the portrayal of the leader, 
and laid the foundations for the purpose. 

As part of his endeavours to this end, he paid primary attention to 
preparing creators and artistes in a political and ideological way, and in an 
artistic and practical way. 

He was deeply concerned with the work of preparing the creators and 
artistes of the Paektusan Production Unit in a political and practical way. He 
either summoned or called on them in spite of his busy schedule and gave 
them precious teachings for widening their vision of political insight and 
knowledge. Coming across the fact that in order for them to describe in their 
works the revolutionary career of President Kim Il Sung, they would need a 
deep and rich knowledge about the society in those days and a correct and 
yet sufficient understanding, as well as scientific evidence of the minor 
details of the event to be depicted in work, he sent them many reference books. 

Under Kim Jong Il’s guidance, the political and ideological 
preparedness and the artistic and practical qualifications of the creators and 
artistes were markedly improved, followed by the provision of solutions to 
the technological problems and material conditions necessary for the 
production of revolutionary films. 

Basing himself on this preparation, he initiated in June 1975 the creation 
of a revolutionary film Flames Spreading over the Land, the first of its kind 
devoted to the screen portrayal of Kim Il Sung, and offered a helping hand 
to its completion excellently in an ideological and artistic way. 

In early December 1975, he watched its first rushes and gave 
instructions that could serve as a guide in the production of the film, on 
several occasions. Saying that the creators had failed to give a correct 
description of the revolutionary fighter Kim Hyong Gwon seemingly 
because of their poor knowledge of him, Kim Jong Il told them about some 
aspects of Kim Hyong Gwon’s life. 

Subsequently, the creators could clearly define the seed of the work to 
be the revolutionary faith and indomitable will, that is, unbending though 
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broken. Thanks to this new seed, the line of the film was set up and the 
descriptive system of the work as a whole improved. 

On April 12, 1977, Kim Jong Il watched the second rushes until past 3 
o’clock in the morning. 

He taught that in the work of art and literature life should be described 
in detail in a philosophical way by delving into the human world, and that 
an important point was to depict human beings in depth. 

Thanks to the guidance of Kim Jong Il, Flames Spreading over the 
Land, the first ever devoted to the portrayal of the President, was completed 
as a masterpiece which occupies a particular place in educating the people 
in the revolutionary outlook on the leader. 

On the basis of the success and experience gained in the production of 
the first revolutionary film as a masterpiece of the times, Kim Jong Il 
pushed ahead with the creation of revolutionary films on a full scale. 

He planned to adapt a long epic, Mt. Paektu, to a new and special form 
of revolutionary film that combined dramatic life and poetry. In April 1979 
he gave the creators the task of producing this film. 

What was beyond the power of the creators in this task was that the flow 
of life was broken into separate pieces, and the representation was not equal 
to that of the poem. 

After watching the rushes Kim Jong Il analyzed the film’s shortcomings 
one by one, and clarified their cause and the way to correct them, adding 
that in this film the poem should be recited the way pangchang19 is 
employed in the revolutionary opera. 

The poetic narration, in harmony with pictures, produced depictive 
effects, which were difficult to achieve with hundreds or thousands of 
speeches or dramatic actions. 

With the function of this poetic narration, the revolutionary film Mt. 
Paektu could be produced as an impressive picture of heroic epic in which 
vivid pictures are mixed with strong poetic emotion. 

The films in portrayal of President Kim Il Sung opened up a new era in 
the creation of revolutionary film in Korea. 

Relying on the precious achievements and experience gained in the 
portrayal on screen of the President, Kim Jong Il saw that the revolutionary 
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career of the President was represented in a multi-part film in the form of a 
series. 

In a meeting with the officials of the Party Central Committee who came 
to extend their greetings on his birthday anniversary in 1980, Kim Jong Il 
told them that if a film was made with the song Star of Korea as its seed, it 
would add significance to the forthcoming Sixth Congress of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea. 

Afterwards, he gave energetic guidance to the whole course of 
production from the scenario to the completion. 

He ensured that a strong creative force was formed and that in the light 
of the fact that the area of activity of the young communists stretched out to 
Seoul, Jilin, Wujiazi, Guyushu, Kalun and Harbin, and even as far as 
Shanghai, a large-sized mock-up location was built. 

On October 20, 1980, when the creators had completed the rushes of 
Part 1 and Part 2 of Star of Korea, Kim Jong Il, who was far from the 
capital on field guidance, watched the rushes till midnight and commented 
that they had been made well. Then he advised that though the film had 
been made quite well as a whole, description of details should be processed 
more profoundly and set forth the direction of revision in a concrete way. 

The revolutionary film Star of Korea describes the relations between 
the leader and his followers in the context of life, as intended by Kim 
Jong Il, thus sincerely unfolding the President’s greatness and the 
unshakable outlook of the young communists on their leader through the 
depiction of the specific life.  

When Part 3 of Star of Korea was completed in April 1981, as a 
follow-up to the successful creation of Part 1 and Part 2, he clarified the 
direction for creating sequels and put forward a plan for producing them in 
ten parts in all. 

In this way, the multi-part feature film Star of Korea in cyclical form 
came to be successfully produced in ten parts in all, thus making a great 
contribution to bringing up Party members and other working people to be 
Juche-motivated revolutionaries with a clear outlook on the leader. 

In succession to the multi-part feature film Star of Korea, which reflects 
the history of the President’s early revolutionary activities, Kim Jong Il said 
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that the multi-part film in the form of a series depicting the revolutionary 
career of the President in the subsequent periods should be made. He 
advised that the title should be The Sun of the Nation and that the subtitle of 
each part should be given as required by its own originality in keeping with 
the title. He also made clear the theme of life to be treated in each part of 
the film, as well as the ideological contents of the theme required for each 
period. 

In response to his intention, the creators and artistes produced the 
revolutionary film The Sun of the Nation Part 1 and Part 2–each consisting 
of the first and second volumes, in a little over one year by the end of 1988, 
and released them. 

With the successful production of the multi-part revolutionary films Star 
of Korea and The Sun of the Nation in the cyclical form under the guidance 
of Kim Jong Il, the production of revolutionary films reached a new and 
higher plane. 

In parallel with the creation of multi-part revolutionary films in the form 
of a series, Kim Jong Il led the work of producing films portraying the 
revolutionary family of the President, such as The Bodyguard, The Green 
Pine Tree and A Revolutionary Fighter, as revolutionary films of high 
ideological and aesthetic value. 

The revolutionary films became a true textbook of the revolutionary 
career of Kim Il Sung and the brilliant revolutionary traditions of the Party, 
and a weapon of struggle instilling into the people the truth of the Juche 
revolutionary cause and confidence in its victory. 

Along with the creation of revolutionary films, Kim Jong Il saw to it 
that a great turn was effected in the whole process of film production. He 
ensured that the feature films A Revolutionary, The Road to the Front, The 
County Party Chief Secretary and Wolmi Island, which portray Juche-type 
model people, were excellently created on the basis of the original persons, 
thereby consolidating the achievements of the cinema revolution and further 
enriching the flower garden of the Juche cinema art. 

Kim Jong Il, who had always directed particular attention to the 
development of cinema art, ensured that the mock-up location which 
guaranteed material and technical provisions for the brilliant development 
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and efflorescence of the Juche cinema art was built into a production base 
for the creation of feature films. 

One day in September 1980, he clarified the direction and way for 
building a mock-up location on the hill behind the Korean Film Studio. On 
December 21, the next year, he gave on-the-spot guidance at the mock-up 
location of which the first-stage construction had been finished. 

According to his plan, the mock-up location, composed of many 
buildings and various objects, was constructed on a wide area. 

Kim Jong Il directed close attention to the development of light music 
and electronic music of the Korean style. 

In the early 1980s, he ensured the arrangement of the Wangjaesan Light 
Music Band as a model unit of the Korean-style light music, entrusted with a 
mission to create traditional national music with modern musical instruments. 

Under the several rounds of his guidance, the Wangjaesan Light Music 
Band set an example of national, yet modern light music in the Korean 
style, by bringing out the distinctive features of the sentiment and flavour 
intrinsic in Korean melodies, with unique instrumental composition 
combined with electronic instruments. 

Kim Jong Il also ensured the development of electronic music in the 
Korean way. 

Electronic instruments, an ensemble of up-to-date science and 
technology, have an excellent feature of adjusting tone and sound in a 
varied and flexible way. An effective use of electronic instruments, 
therefore, can ensure the width and depth of musical representation and thus 
create music popular with the Korean people. 

Kim Jong Il set it as a principle in introducing and developing electronic 
instruments to create music and develop it in such a way as to satisfy the 
aesthetic tastes and sentiments of the Korean people with electronic 
instruments, and opened up a new history of modern electronic music, a 
brilliant era of Korean-style electronic music, in which music is represented in 
a beautiful, sound and sentimental way, sustaining gentle and elegant 
melodies in the main, playing Korean tunes with electronic instruments. 

On June 4, 1985, the 48th anniversary of the victorious Pochonbo 
Battle, Kim Jong Il organized the Pochonbo Electronic Band with a 
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mission to pave a new way for the development of electronic music. 
He led the creators and artistes of the Pochonbo Electronic Band to 

conduct an energetic activity for musical creation, on the basis of the 
Party’s Juche-oriented ideas on aesthetics and on art and literature. 

He gave explanations about all problems arising in the whole process of 
representation ranging from the creation to the performance, helping them 
to broaden their artistic horizons and stimulating their energetic zeal for 
artistic creation. In this way, he brought them up as master hands of 
creation, all-round artistes and creators capable of bringing out excellent 
re-production of any music. 

Under his guidance, the Pochonbo Electronic Band has grown into a 
reliable art group, a model art troupe of electronic music, that has developed 
the art of electronic music onto a new and higher plane and plays a leading 
role in the development of the Juche-oriented musical art, remaining true to 
the Party’s revolutionary cause. 

Kim Jong Il attached primary importance to the creation of good music 
before anything else, while at the same time giving energetic guidance to 
creating a new opera. 

He engaged in the production of the national classical work The Tale of 
Chun Hyang as a national opera to meet the aesthetic tastes of the present times, 
on the basis of the principle and method of the Sea of Blood-style opera. 

One day in March 1988, he assigned the Pyongyang Art Troupe to the 
task of making the national opera The Tale of Chun Hyang and taught that it 
should be represented well in keeping with the requirements of the Juche 
era and the ideological and aesthetic sentiments of the people, different 
from previous operas or films under the same title. 

Afterwards, while guiding the course of its creation on several 
occasions, he elucidated all aesthetic problems arising in describing the 
basic message of the work, the personalities of the characters, content and 
form of representation, songs and so on in compliance with the aesthetic 
tastes and emotional aspects of the times. 

On October 28, while guiding the creative course of the opera, he said 
that the basic message of The Tale of Chun Hyang was to lay bare the 
reactionary nature of the feudalistic caste system under which people were 



CHAPTER 24. THE EFFLORESCENCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST CULTURE 

 

258 

discriminated against according to whether they were rich or poor, and men 
and women of different castes were not allowed to love each other or live 
together, and that the bottom line of The Tale of Chun Hyang was to 
criticize the discrimination against people according to their castes. 

He saw to it that the dramatis personae were analyzed and appraised 
from the class standpoint on the principle of the Juche-oriented viewpoint, 
and, on this basis, defined correctly and portrayed in keeping with the 
aesthetic tastes of the people in the present age. 

In this way, the basic idea of the national opera The Tale of Chun Hyang 
came to be highlighted and the dramatis personae represented excellently. 

In the meantime, Kim Jong Il concerned himself with the production of 
many dance pieces reflecting socialist reality based on good music, while at 
the same time directing the work of inventing a scientific and popular 
Juche-oriented dance notation. 

As early as January 17, 1972, when he was giving on-the-spot guidance 
to the Mansudae Art Troupe, he hardened his determination to invent a 
dance notation. 

That day he dropped in at the dance practice room and saw the dancers 
in the process of re-creating Janggo Dance that had been created earlier. He 
was in deep thought when he found them racking their brains to remember 
the movements and order of the dance. Previously he had faced such a 
situation several times. He said there and then that it was a great defect that 
there was no method for marking choreographic composition, and told the 
officials concerned that they could surely work out a dance notation if they 
buckled down to it. 

Later, he organized a dance notation research group with noted 
choreographers, veteran dancers and competent dance teachers, and guided 
its work scores of times, clarifying the matters of principle to be adhered to 
in making the dance notation. 

On a visit to the theatre one day, he carefully looked round the results of 
the research displayed with visual aids for a long time. He then taught that the 
dance notation under research in Korea should be correctly expressive of all 
detailed actions of dance, yet plain enough for everyone to understand easily, 
and that ensuring scientific accuracy, popularity and universality precisely 



A GRAND GARDEN OF JUCHE ART AND LITERATURE 

 

259 

meant working out a perfect Juche-oriented and popular dance notation. 
Afterwards, he paid frequent visits to the research group to acquaint 

himself with their research. Sometimes he summoned the researchers to 
give them relevant advice or spent nights with them. One day he asked them 
to make a note of a foreign ballet with dance notations and got the students 
of the University of Music and Dance to re-produce the movements by 
reading the notations. Another time, he took necessary measures for the 
dance notation to be widely deliberated and examined by art troupes and 
educational institutions. 

As an outcome of the strenuous efforts of the research group, the basic 
pattern of the dance notation was made at long last. However, it had too 
many notation symbols and the principle of their combination was too 
complex. Its basic symbols were as many as 85. 

In late November 1978, Kim Jong Il met officials engaged in the study 
of the dance notation and said to the following effect: In order to make a 
popular dance notation, it is imperative to reduce its symbols by as many as 
possible, before anything else, so that it is easy to understand and 
convenient to use in making notes of movements. Figuratively speaking, the 
symbols of dance notation are the same as the alphabet in linguistics. As 
letters are combined to make a word having a meaning, so should be the 
case with the dance notation, in which only basic notation symbols are 
defined and they are combined in various forms to mark dance movements. 
Our dance notation must be made plain enough for not only dance 
specialists but also members of the art groups in factories and rural areas, as 
well as young students, to easily understand and learn. 

As instructed by Kim Jong Il, the research group furthered their 
research work and thus produced a dance notation made up of 34 symbols 
in all–19 marks playing the same role as consonants and 15 marks playing 
the role of vowels. These 34 marks, when combined in the same way as the 
letters of the Korean alphabet are combined, can make scientific and 
popular notes of various forms of dance movements. 

In this way, in February 1987 an alphabetical dance notation appeared in 
the world, followed by a choreographic score. 

As a result, the lingering limitations in the creation, re-production,
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dissemination and preservation, scientific research and education work 
owing to the lack of unique dance notation were removed and a bright vista 
was opened for the development of the art of dance on a scientific basis. 

 
 

4. RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC  
HEALTH SERVICE 

 
Kim Jong Il channelled great efforts into giving full play to the 

advantage of the Juche-oriented socialist system of public heath established 
by Kim Il Sung and further improving public health service to meet the 
demands of the developing situation.  

In a talk to senior officials of the public health sector, titled, On the Further 
Development of Public Health Service, on April 9, 1974, Kim Jong Il clearly 
indicated the direction for developing public health service onto a high plane.  

He directed his primary attention to carrying out the Party’s policy on 
preventive medicine for further development of public health service.  

He ensured that a vigorous struggle was waged for preventing diseases 
and environmental pollution, with the main stress put on sanitary and 
anti-epidemic work. Before anything else, he saw to it that measures to 
prevent infectious diseases were taken thoroughly. 

In the summer of 1977, cholera broke out in various countries, rapidly 
spreading to areas near Korea.  

While setting up a thoroughgoing system for medical inspection, the 
relevant sector stepped up the preparations for producing a preventive 
against cholera. However, the preventive produced with expensive materials 
would be needless if the danger of cholera was dispelled, and it would be 
useless when its period of validity was over. Such being the case, officials 
in the economic sector were hesitating about its production, anxious about 
the compensation for its production cost.  

Acquainting himself with the situation, Kim Jong Il ensured that the 
state would compensate for the production cost even if the preventive 
medicines were not used, and took measures for producing emergency 
anti-epidemic medicines every year. 
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Thanks to the people-oriented health policy pursued by Kim Jong Il, 
infectious diseases such as cholera and influenza, which had swept over the 
world, could not pass the boundary of Korea. Even if they broke out on rare 
occasions, they quickly became impotent.  

Preventing environmental pollution is an important task for carrying out 
the Party’s policy on preventive medicine.  

He said that even if industry developed, environmental pollution could 
surely be prevented once factories and enterprises took thoroughgoing 
measures, and that the point at issue was how the officials worked with 
what viewpoint and attitude to improve the people’s health. He ensured that 
the health sector set up proper pollution observation system, gave a strict 
supervision and control so that factories and enterprises would not produce 
environmental pollution, and intensified scientific research for preventing it.  

Kim Jong Il saw to it that in building a factory strict measures were taken 
to prevent environmental pollution that damages the people’s life and health. 

Kim Jong Il made sure that the work of medical treatment and service 
was further improved and stepped up for the further development of public 
health service.  

In order to improve the method of diagnosis and treatment, he ensured 
that new methods of clinical experimental test, function-diagnosis, organ 
transplantation, micromanipulation, the use of radioisotope and laser and 
various other advanced methods of diagnosis and treatment were widely 
introduced and the traditional Koryo medicine and modern medicine were 
combined appropriately.  

He said that a correct combination of Koryo medicine and modern 
medicine was an important policy which the Party held fast to in public health 
service, and adopted a positive measure for developing Koryo medicine.  

In July 1975, a national meeting of officials in the sector of Koryo 
medicine was held in Pyongyang. The meeting marked an important 
turning-point in further developing Koryo medicine, a traditional national 
medicine, to suit the realistic requirements of socialist construction.   

A brisk campaign was launched among health workers to improve their 
level of knowledge about Koryo medicine and rectify their wrong viewpoint 
of and attitude to this medicine. Facilities of treatment by Koryo medicine 
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were reinforced to supply sufficient conditions for the treatment so that the 
scope of treatment by Koryo medicine was widened. Uibangryuchwi, one of 
the three classics on Koryo medicine, was published under Kim Jong Il’s 
meticulous care. 

Effective folk remedies were introduced in the treatment through the 
investigation of folk remedies and systematizing of them in a scientific and 
theoretical way. At the same time, natural therapeutic means such as hot 
spring and mineral waters were developed and introduced for upgrading the 
medical treatment of the working people. 

Kim Jong Il energetically led the struggle for carrying out the Law on 
Public Health of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea adopted at the 
Fourth Session of the Sixth Supreme People’s Assembly in April 1980 and 
the tasks set for the public health sector at the Sixth Party Congress, and for 
putting health services on a modern and scientific basis.  

As part of his endeavour to translate his daring and ambitious plan for 
putting the public health service on a modern and scientific footing in 
keeping with the requirements for the rapid development of modern science 
and technology, Kim Jong Il arranged the construction of specialized 
hospitals equipped with state-of-the-art medical appliances.  

He got fine preventive dental hospitals built for the people.  
From ancient times having good teeth has been said to be one of the 

Five Blessings.  
Noting that the Workers’ Party of Korea, a working-class party, spares 

nothing for the benefit of the working class, Kim Jong Il had a preventive 
dental hospital, equipped with up-to-date medical equipment based on 
modern science and technology, built in Hamhung, a city populated by a 
large number of workers.   

On his visit to this hospital on June 29, 1981, he looked round the 
treatment rooms with up-to-date equipment and expressed great satisfaction, 
saying that the hospital was large, modern and excellent.  

When he entered a treatment room on the second floor, installed with an 
ultrasonic scaler and up-to-date all-purpose dentist’s chairs, his guide told 
him that foreigners wondered why Korea was buying facilities, which were 
only used for a king or a president in other countries, for a local hospital.  
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Exclaiming jocosely that there is no king in Korea, Kim Jong Il added 
meaningfully that it was nothing to worry about. He said in Korea the 
people are masters, and it was the working people who should use that 
equipment.  

After the grand opening ceremony of the hospital on September 8, 1981, 
the Hamhung Preventive Dental Hospital treated first the workers of 
Hungnam and Komdok, true to Kim Jong Il’s intention.  

During his on-the-spot guidance of the work of Hamhung on March 11, 
1986, Kim Jong Il expressed great satisfaction over a report that the people 
were pleased with the good treatment at the Hamhung Preventive Dental 
Hospital.  

Kim Jong Il saw to it that a fine preventive dental hospital was newly 
built also in Pyongyang and that it was furnished with modern facilities and 
equipment. Under his guidance new branches of dental hospitals were set up 
in all cities and counties throughout the country for better prevention and 
treatment of dental problems for the people. 

He combined the work of enhancing the level of specialization in medical 
service with that of rapidly developing medical science and technology. 

In order to decisively improve the level of specialization in medical 
research and service in keeping with the trend of development of modern 
medical science, Kim Jong Il took measures for setting up in general 
hospital specialized hospitals by sectors, under which special sectoral 
departments classified by internal organs and diseases were organized, and 
forming in a concentrated way specialized sections or specialized sectoral 
research centres in the selected hospitals in the capital and local areas. In 
consequence, in the Red Cross General Hospital of Korea were set up the 
specialized digestive system hospital, the specialized respiratory system 
hospital, the specialized circulatory system hospital and the specialized 
neuralgia hospital, all equipped with up-to-date facilities. Also, in the 
treatment and prevention institutions at the central and provincial levels and 
the research institutes under the Korean Academy of Medical Science were 
formed scores of research centres classified by sectors.  

Kim Jong Il spared nothing for the modernization of all hospitals with 
the best medical instruments.  
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In January 1976, there was held in Korea an exhibition of medical 
science and technology of a foreign country. The modern medical 
equipment on display there, if purchased, would make a great contribution 
to the improvement of the people’s health. But the equipment was so 
expensive that officials were hesitant about the purchase. 

On his visit to the exhibition, Kim Jong Il inspected the equipment 
carefully, before instructing the officials to purchase them, saying that the 
problem of medical equipment was vital to the life or death of the people.    

At the same time as making available up-to-date medical appliances at 
an enormous cost, he saw to it that a vigorous struggle was waged for 
producing and supplying medicines and medical appliances by means of 
domestic resources. 

When 5,000 sets of surgical instruments were produced by the 
manufacturers of medical appliances on the occasion of the 30th anniversary 
of the founding of the DPRK through a brisk labour campaign, Kim Jong Il 
sent them to all ri people’s hospitals in the country. 

On the occasion of the 71st birthday of President Kim Il Sung in 1983, 
Kim Jong Il made sure that the Mangyongdae X-ray Factory was built in a 
modern way so that X-ray equipment, the kernel of the technical equipment 
of hospitals, was produced and supplied domestically. On September 26 the 
same year, he gave instructions on equipping relevant hospitals with a 
device for super-high-pressure radiotherapy, a computerized tomographic 
device and other modern medical equipment, and took measures for an 
active assistance for the process.  

In order to improve medical service, Kim Jong Il strove to decisively 
enhance the responsibility and role of medical workers, the direct 
performers of the mission.  

In a letter addressed to the National Conference of Health Workers in 
April 1985, Kim Jong Il pointed out: 

“Devotion is a spiritual and moral feature of health workers who 
are in charge of the life and health of the people.”  

He led all medical workers to cherish warm love for people and great 
devotion to patients.  

One day in January 1976, Kim Jong Il heard that doctors of a hospital 
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sent away a woman patient as they considered her illness incurable. He 
summoned a senior official in the sector of public health and said in the 
following vein:  

Probably the doctors did so because her disease was hardly curable even 
if she was treated in the hospital. They should not have handled the matter 
in such a brusque manner. They seem to know about diseases, but not about 
the fact that man is precious. However skillful he or she may be, a doctor 
cannot properly diagnose a patient’s disease unless he or she values man. In 
seeing patients, doctors must regard man as precious. Only then can they 
regard patients as their comrades-in-arms and have a resolution that they 
must cure their diseases without fail. Medicine in Korea is a people-oriented 
medicine which embodies the Juche idea. Therefore, if they concern 
themselves with only diseases, but forget that man is precious, in 
diagnosing patients and treating them, they cannot fulfil their duty as 
medical workers entrusted with a mission to protect the people’s lives and 
promote their health. Doctors must always value people. All health workers 
must have a correct viewpoint of the people and treat patients with all 
devotion.  

Bearing in mind Kim Jong Il’s instructions that primary attention must 
be paid to the preciousness of man rather than diseases, medical workers 
exerted all their devotion to the treatment of patients.  

A scaffold worker who had had an accident and had been pronounced 
past all hope of recovery, revived after being in a coma for 270 hours, and 
recovered his health. A journalist who had been diagnosed as having 19 
serious diseases and had been on the verge of death for 60 days, recovered 
and returned to his post. These and other miraculous stories will go down 
forever as the legend of love produced by the people-oriented, socialist 
health policy pursued by Kim Jong Il. 

Kim Jong Il saw to it that the problem of health service was discussed at 
the 13th Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Party Central Committee held in 
March 1988, followed by the Partywide and nationwide struggle for 
carrying out the decision of the plenary meeting, with the result that a fresh 
revolutionary turn was effected in public health service.  

Under the guidance of Kim Jong Il to public health service, the
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advantage of the socialist health system was further displayed and the 
people’s health was improved day by day.  

 
 

5. ADVANCING A JUCHE-ORIENTED POLICY  
ON PHYSICAL CULTURE AND SPORTS 

 
Kim Jong Il, who had long since shown his close concern for physical 

culture and sports, decided to effect a revolutionary turn in this work by 
carrying out a Juche-oriented and popular policy of physical culture and sports.  

In early July 1970, he had a hotline installed to link the room of the 
official in charge of sports and his own office. He called the official to 
check the performance of the line and told the official to report to him by 
phone about any problems related to physical culture and sports.  

Some days later, he called an official of the Party Central Committee, 
and stressed the position and role of physical culture and sports in the 
revolution and construction. Attributing inertia in the work of physical 
training and sports in the past to the absence of a regular work system and 
faithful officials in this sector, he said that he himself would take charge of 
physical training and sports.  

Having taken direct charge of sports affairs, Kim Jong Il elucidated the 
Juche-oriented tactics of sports so that sportspersons could display the 
honour of Juche Korea in international competitions.  

He said that sportspersons must implement the requirements of relying 
on the strength of ideology, fighting spirit, speed and skill.  

One day in April 1972, Kim Jong Il took time out of his tight schedule 
to watch a football match played by the national football team held in a 
local stadium.  

The players displayed all their energy and skills from the beginning, but 
neither of the sides scored. As time passed, the game became slow and the 
zeal of players grew tepid.  

Having carefully watched the performance of players, Kim Jong Il 
called an official after the game. Analyzing in detail the merits and demerits 
revealed in the course of the game, he mentioned that a high ideological 
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spirit should be displayed in the game. He said that displaying a high 
ideological spirit in a sport means that all the players in the game should 
deal with all situations in the game on their own initiative, with a high sense 
of ideological consciousness and revolutionary zeal, in other words, all 
players must strive to defeat the opposing team by drawing on the might of 
ideological weapon. He stressed that displaying a high ideological campaign 
is the very key to victory in sports.  

Up to that time people had discussed many times the physical 
preparation, tactics and skill of the players for victory, but no one had paid 
attention to the factor by which to define them in a unified way.  

That day he also referred to a speed campaign, stressing that speed 
campaign is literally a tactic of the speedy game, in other words, the basic 
method of Korean style by which to play the game, putting the main stress 
on the offensive relying on the fastest possible movements. He continued 
that a speed campaign is not only a Juche-oriented tactic based on the 
ideological and mental features and physical constitution of sportspersons 
but also a scientific and modern tactic which meets the trend of 
development of the world sports technology, adding that they must firmly 
uphold a speed campaign as a basic method of a game.  

The following day, there was held a game between the national team and 
the film studio football team. Kim Jong Il inquired about the result and 
called in the evening an official of the football team of the film studio. He 
pointed out that although the players were said to have played the game 
with a stubborn fighting spirit, they had failed to record a good result 
because of their lack of skill. He advised that players should intensify 
training, putting the main stress on enhancing their personal skill.  

Afterwards he took every available occasion to stress the need for 
launching a vigorous technical campaign. He said that a technical campaign is 
the tactic by which to defeat the opponent with technical and tactical 
superiority as well as ideological and spiritual superiority, by giving full play 
to special skill and tactics of Korean style, literally a technical competition 
and tactical competition, adding that it requires well-thought-out sporting 
tactics along with the improvement of the players’ personal skill.  

In late June 1972, Kim Jong Il inspected the training ground of the football 
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players of the April 25 Sports Team. Having watched for a long time the 
players in training, he said to the senior official of the team that one of the 
defects of the players was the weak fighting spirit revealed among some of 
them. Noting that an athletic game requires a fighting spirit, he added that the 
campaign to display the fighting spirit is a sporting tactic by which to play in 
the spirit of boundless devotion and sacrifice with an indomitable will.  

The staunch fighting spirit of sportspersons is not cultivated of its own 
accord, he stressed, but only through an intensive training along with an 
uninterrupted ideological training.  

After elucidating the Juche-oriented sporting tactics, Kim Jong Il 
exerted great efforts to get them manifested in the course of each game.  

In order to make a new breakthrough in the development of sports, with 
the April 25 Sports Team as pivot, Kim Jong Il gave guidance to its 
training and games on several occasions, and helped it to fully meet the 
requirements of ideological campaign, fighting spirit, speed campaign and 
technical campaign. 

In the course of receiving the guidance of Kim Jong Il, the April 25 
Sports Team grew into a strong team with a high level of sporting tactics.  

Not only in football but also in shooting, boxing, table tennis, volleyball 
and other events, which suit the physique of Koreans and are winnable by 
them, he saw to it that the Juche-oriented sporting tactics were embodied so 
that remarkable successes were achieved. 

In order to rapidly develop women’s volleyball, Kim Jong Il arranged 
the formation of the April 25 Women’s Volleyball Team and gave 
on-the-spot guidance to its training on scores of occasions in 1976 alone.  

His plan to raise Korea’s sporting skills to world standards with the 
April 25 Sports Team as a model on the basis of the Juche-oriented sporting 
tactics bore rich fruits.  

In the world championships, Olympic Games and many other international 
competitions in the 1970s and the subsequent period, Korean sportspersons 
achieved victories by relying on a powerful ideological campaign, high speed, 
fighting spirit and technical skills, and thus glorified the country.  

Pak Yong Sun, who took part in the women’s singles of the 33rd World 
Table Tennis Championships held in India in February 1975, made 
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continuous attacks by giving full play to her ideological preparedness and 
fighting spirit and thus gained the world championship. She held the honour 
of the “Queen of World Table Tennis” twice.  

The April 25 Football Team on a tour of Japan in March 1974, took the 
initative in each game and won victory after victory, thus displaying the 
might of Juche-oriented sports. Later on, the Korean football players took 
first place several times at the 13th Universiade held in Kobe, Japan, and 
many other international competitions.  

Boxers, too, defeated strong opponents from the United States, Britain 
and several other countries, and won gold medals at the 21st Olympic Games.  

In other sports, such as shooting, judo, wrestling, gymnastics and 
ice-skating, the Korean players glorified the country.  

Considering that if physical culture and sports were truly to be 
undertakings for the masses, all members of society had to take an active 
part in sporting activities, and that only then would it be possible to prepare 
the working people soundly for labour and national defence, and develop 
sporting skills, Kim Jong Il exerted great efforts into popularization of 
physical culture and sports.  

To this end he took revolutionary measures for making physical training 
and sports part of the everyday life of the people in all sectors and units.  

He ensured that factories and enterprises organized amateur sports teams 
in which workers could conduct sporting activities briskly, without giving up 
their production activities. He also took measures for agricultural workers to 
markedly develop their physical activities. Besides, he set up a strict 
discipline under which central organs and all other institutions and enterprises 
performed morning exercises and running as parts of the routine daily 
schedule and saw that new physical exercises conducive to physical training 
were created and disseminated. In June 1987, he acquainted himself with the 
situation of the physical fitness examination and adopted positive measures 
for setting a month for examining physical fitness of all the people on the list.  

In order to popularize physical culture and sports, Kim Jong Il directed 
special attention to developing sporting activities at schools. He ensured 
that schools improved the quality of physical training lessons and widely 
conducted extracurricular sporting activities, focusing on helping students 
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grow tall, develop their bodies in a harmonious way, acquire a basic 
knowledge of physical training and master more than one sporting skill. In 
particular, he advanced a policy of each school specializing in a sports event 
and ensured its thoroughgoing implementation.  

Kim Jong Il defined developing physical training and sports focusing on 
defence sports as the main content of the Party’s policy for physical culture 
and sports and as a key principle to be adhered to in the promotion of 
Juche-oriented physical culture and sports, and made sure that defence sports 
was the core in developing popular physical training. In order to popularize 
physical training for national defence and raise its events to a high level at the 
earliest possible time, he saw to it that all sectors and units stepped up various 
sporting activities for national defence. Consequently, contests of defence sports 
were widely organized and broad sections of young people and children were 
enrolled in defence sports clubs or maritime sports clubs formed throughout the 
country for a variety of defence and maritime sporting activities. 

The National Meeting of Sportspersons held from late November to 
early December 1985 at Kim Jong Il’s initiative reviewed the brilliant 
achievements and experience gained in physical culture and sports in the 
past. It was a milestone in effecting a new turn in physical culture by 
carrying out the Party’s policy on physical training and sports.  

Fathoming in depth the ebullient revolutionary enthusiasm of athletes 
following the National Meeting of Sportspersons, Kim Jong Il, in his talk, 
On Popularizing Physical Training and Sports and Developing Sporting 
Skills Rapidly, given to officials in this field on May 19, 1986, urged the 
development of the country’s sporting skills to the high level as soon as 
possible in keeping with the trend of the development of modern sporting skills.  

Noting that an important matter in developing sporting skills was to 
thoroughly establish the Juche orientation, he said that the basic direction for 
the development of sporting skills at present was to develop the skills of the 
events, which suit the tastes and physical constitution of the Korean people and 
in which success is assured, on a preferential basis, while developing those of 
all other events at the same time, and stressed the need for raising the skills of 
the sportspersons, the very performers of the undertaking to develop sporting 
skills, and stepping up scientific research work concerning physical culture.  
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Kim Jong Il mapped out a plan to build a sports village in Angol, 
Mangyongdae District, where a football ground and gymnasiums for each 
event are available, motivated by his intention to build many modern sporting 
facilities and, on this basis, further develop the country’s sporting skills. 

Kim Jong Il took personal control of the whole course of the building of 
the sports village, ranging from the drawing of the blueprints of 
gymnasiums to the supply of materials and equipment and measures for 
their production, and gave detailed guidance to the process. 

With the 40th anniversary of the founding of the DPRK approaching, a 
modern and comprehensive centre for physical culture was laid out covering 
an area of 1,750,000 square metres. Available in this centre are the open-air 
Sosan Football Ground with 25,000 seats and an indoor gymnasium for each 
event, such as the Combat Sports Gymnasium, the Weightlifting Gymnasium, 
the Volleyball Gymnasium, the Basketball Gymnasium, the Indoor 
Swimming Pool Complex, the Table-tennis Gymnasium, the Athletics 
Gymnasium, etc, all built with special architectural beauty. It has restaurants 
for sportspersons, rest rooms and all other conditions for sporting activities. 
Over 40 competitions in 20 events can be held simultaneously in this centre. 

On September 3, 1988, Kim Jong Il attended the opening ceremony of 
the sports village, in company with President Kim Il Sung. While making 
the round of the football ground and many gymnasiums, Kim Jong Il 
expressed his great satisfaction with their unique and splendid construction. 
President Kim Il Sung named the Angol sports village, as large as a street 
and with many gymnasiums, Chongchun Street (Youth Street–Tr.).  

Afterwards, Kim Jong Il arranged the construction of the modern 
Taekwon-Do Hall, the only one of its kind in the world, covering an area of 60,000 
square metres, so that the World Taekwon-Do Championships could be held there.  

In October 1985, he mapped out a plan for building a new, large stadium 
on Rungna Islet, for the forthcoming 13th World Festival of Youth and 
Students. He personally oversaw the whole course of construction and gave 
directions to it so that it was completed to the best standards and at the 
earliest possible date.  

His painstaking efforts to construct the stadium on Rungna Islet as a 
grand monumental edifice were unprecedented.  
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In mid-December 1986, when the builders finished an immense amount 
of work to lay the foundation of the project and set about the building of the 
main frame, Kim Jong Il came to know that some materials needed for 
construction were in short supply, and adopted a specific measure for 
supplying the materials promptly.  

On May 24, 1987, when the project for the main frame was at its height, 
Kim Jong Il climbed Moran Hill and viewed the construction, saying that 
the scale of the stadium was really great and that it would look higher than 
Moran Hill once it was capped with a roof. He added that such a huge 
project as the stadium could be undertaken only by an industrial state with 
the strong foundation of an independent national economy, and not by a 
country with a weak economic foundation.  

Stressing that day that the stadium should be built well, he gave detailed 
instructions that the roofing, which is important in the building of a stadium, 
should be done well, and a car park and road should be laid out well in 
correspondence with the scale and accommodation capacity of the stadium.  

On July 5 the same year, he gave on-the-spot guidance for the 
construction of the stadium and pointed out essential aspects. On July 19, he 
said that if the stadium was covered with a vaulted roof, it would look more 
gigantic, and instructed that the materials needed for the construction should 
be supplied in a concentrated and sufficient way for the completion of the 
project earlier than scheduled.  

Encouraged by the guidance of Kim Jong Il, the constructors pooled 
their creative wisdom and efforts, and introduced to the roofing a “method 
of extended assembling of the frame of a parachute-style roof”, and many 
other new methods and technical innovation plans, thus creating an 
unprecedented speed in construction.  

Kim Jong Il inspected the construction site of the stadium again. There and 
then he took measures for quickly carrying by ships and railways the steel roof 
truss and slope arch made by factories and enterprises all over the country to 
avoid any hindrance to the building, and simultaneously pushing ahead with 
the building of the stadium and the arrangement of the surrounding area. 

Now that gymnasiums and stadiums are being built in a modern way, we 
should equip them with modern sport apparatus and facilities sufficiently, he 
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said and instructed that the stadium on Rungna Islet should be equipped with an 
LCD screen for the spectators to see the scenes of the game and scores 
conveniently, a rubber running track and a modern comprehensive scoreboard.  

Under his care, the stadium was completed successfully in 1989.  
In the light of the fact that the inauguration ceremony of the stadium was 

to be held on April 29 on the occasion of May Day in the presence of 
President Kim Il Sung, it was named the May Day Stadium.  

The May Day Stadium is one of the world’s prominent grand stadiums, 
with a seating capacity of 150,000 and occupying an area of 207,000 square 
metres. The roof, 90,000 square metres wide, covers the whole area of the 
seats, the part of the roof over the seats spreading as far as 60 metres.  

The shape of the stadium is executed in a unique form, with the 
first-ever parachute-type roof supported by large semi-circular arches.  

The stadium has sufficient conditions for football games and 
international and national field and track and all other events, for the 
training of players and for accommodation of spectators.  

Kim Jong Il set the site of a football ground on Yanggak Islet in the 
middle of the Taedong River. Inspecting its blueprint and sand table, he 
clarified in detail its form and content, as well as the scale of its construction, 
and made efforts for the earliest completion of its construction.  

In this way, the Yanggakdo Football Ground, finely equipped with a 
natural-turf pitch measuring up to international standards, 400-metre 
running track, training ground for five types of combat sports, and other 
modern sports and service facilities capable of accommodating international 
and national games was built in a grandiose way.  

Kim Jong Il also saw to it that an all-purpose indoor stadium, a swimming 
pool and a sportspersons’ hotel were built in every provincial capital, a 
gymnasium, an indoor swimming pool, an outdoor swimming pool and a 
stadium in every city and county seat, a modern all-purpose training hall and a 
stadium for each sports team, and a gymnasium and a swimming pool at 
schools. In addition, various sports facilities were set up in institutions, 
enterprises and houses of culture. These facilities constituted a material and 
technical foundation on which to develop the country’s physical culture and 
sports to a higher standard. 
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CHAPTER 25  

 
LOFTY LOVE FOR FELLOW  

COUNTRYMEN 
 
 

1. FOR THE REUNIFICATION OF THE COUNTRY 
 
The main causes of failure in the Korean people’s endeavour to achieve 

national reunification over the past scores of years following the division of 
the country and the nation were foreign dominationist schemes and 
interference, and the US occupation of south Korea and separatist 
manoeuvres.  

In order to put an end to foreign domination and interference and reunify 
the country independently, it was imperative to thoroughly isolate and 
weaken the United States and the separatists of all hues, who were toeing 
the US line, in the international arena.  

Kim Jong Il ensured that energetic external activities were conducted to 
deal a telling blow to the splittist manoeuvres of the United States at the 30th 
Session of the UN General Assembly.  

With the 30th Session of the UN General Assembly, which was expected 
in the autumn of 1975, approaching, the United States suddenly suggested a 
“resolution” on the dissolution of the “UN Command” on the condition that 
the armistice agreement would be maintained.  

The “resolution” demanding dissolution of the “UN Command”, which 
the United States had used for over 20 years as a means of veiling the true 
colours of its aggressor army, produced a shocking effect. Unaware of the 
sinister design of the United States, some countries were to support it, 
harbouring an illusion about it.  

After examining the worldwide repercussions from the US “resolution”, 
Kim Jong Il pinpointed its aim as being geared to creating an impression
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that the United States was interested in Korea’s reunification and security so 
that it could hold in check any DPRK’s draft resolution concerning the 
withdrawal of the US army that might be proposed if the Korean issue was 
raised at the 30th Session of the UN General Assembly, and separate the US 
troops from the UN forces, thus perpetuating its occupation of south Korea 
and dividing Korea in two forever. He taught that in order to achieve a 
decisive victory by turning the temporary disadvantage caused by the crafty 
US trick to good account, a dynamic diplomatic offensive should be launched. 
He added that once the cunning intention of the United States with regard to 
its suggestion about the dissolution of the “UN Command” was disclosed, 
even those countries that had been supporting the US position with an illusion 
about the “resolution” would turn against it. Stressing that we must get them 
caught in the trap laid by themselves, he said that we must launch vigorous 
external activities to lay bare their wicked scheme.  

Thus, an unprecedentedly large-scale diplomatic offensive of Korea was 
commenced in more than 90 countries. In the course of this offensive, many 
countries came to realize the crafty intention of the United States to 
continually occupy south Korea by changing its cap of “UN Command” to 
that of the “US army”, and separate Korea in two forever.  

One day in July 1975, Kim Jong Il said to the following effect:  
The on-going struggle in and around the UN Headquarters is a very serious 

and fierce political confrontation over the problem of national reunification, the 
most urgent task of our revolution. We must pay due attention to victory in 
voting, as a matter of course, but, more importantly, put the United States on the 
defensive and drive it into a tight corner, inflicting a great political and moral 
defeat on the United States in the presence of the world public.  

As far as the principle required for driving the enemy into a corner in the 
light of the strategic outlook was concerned, Kim Jong Il suggested 
President Kim Il Sung’s proposal for replacing the armistice agreement 
with a peace treaty and the proposal for observing the principles of the 
North-South Joint Statement.  

As a result, DPRK’s resolution reflecting its fair and principled stand 
and demand was adopted at last by an overwhelming majority.  

This was a stern punishment meted out to the United States, which had 
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been hindering Korea’s reunification, disguising its identity as the aggressor 
by usurping the name of the United Nations. At the same time, it was a clear 
manifestation of international support and encouragement for the consistent 
line and policy of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the DPRK Government 
for the country’s independent and peaceful reunification.  

With a view to attaining the country’s independent and peaceful 
reunification as soon as possible, President Kim Il Sung put forward at the 
Sixth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea the policy of founding the 
Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo (DFRK) and the 10-point policy for 
the reunified country.  

As soon as the Report to the Sixth Party Congress was published, 
Kim Jong Il saw to it that the Party organ and many other publications 
carried articles of explanation about the policy for the founding of the 
federal state and the 10-point policy for the reunified state. He ensured that 
the conferences of the working people’s organizations for carrying out the 
decision of the Sixth Party Congress discussed the fighting tasks to realize 
the policy for founding the DFRK, and sent to the relevant sectors in south 
Korea letters in the name of the conferences calling for joint struggle to put 
into practice the new policy for national reunification.  

At the same time, he ensured that the external information work on the 
policy of founding the DFRK was launched in a variety of forms and with a 
variety of methods.  

Kim Jong Il ensured a series of rational proposals for putting into effect 
the policy of the founding of the DFRK were advanced.  

According to his plan and intention, a joint meeting of political parties and 
public organizations, held in Pyongyang in November 1980, adopted letters to 
the south Korean people and overseas compatriots, appealing for a 
preliminary meeting to set up the preparatory committee for founding the 
DFRK. The Central Committee of the Democratic Front for the Reunification 
of the Fatherland (DFRF) sent letters to 5,300 fellow countrymen of all walks 
of life in south Korea and abroad, offering an important proposal for realizing 
the policy of founding the DFRK, and made them public over the radio for the 
patriotic figures who were in prison in south Korea.  

In August 1981, the Central Committee of the DFRF made a statement, 
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proposing a conference for the promotion of national reunification to be 
attended by the representatives of political parties and public organizations 
in north and south Korea and overseas Korean compatriots. The Committee 
for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland proposed in February the 
following year holding a joint meeting of 100 leading politicians from the 
north, south and abroad as a consultative body for national reunification, 
and made public the list of its participants.  

Kim Jong Il ensured that an atmosphere of national reconciliation and 
unity was created on the basis of the rapidly increasing enthusiasm of the 
nation for reunification.   

In order to reunify the country by founding the DFRK, all fellow 
countrymen in the north and the south should, above all, trust each other and 
endeavour to promote reconciliation and cooperation, surpassing their 
differences in ideology and ideals, religious faith and system, and from the 
standpoint of being one nation and the same fellow countrymen. Removing 
mutual distrust and misunderstanding, antagonism and feeling of 
confrontation and achieving national reconciliation and unity is a prerequisite 
for founding the unified federal state.  

Kim Jong Il devoted himself to reconnecting the severed bloodline of 
the nation.  

In the period from late August to early September in 1984 it rained 
heavily in Seoul and in the wide areas of south Korea, inflicting a crushing 
calamity on more than 200,000 south Korean people. 

Deeply worried about the unexpected disaster imposed upon the people 
in the south, Kim Jong Il adopted measures for sending to the flood victims 
relief goods permeated with brotherly love, true to the lofty intention of 
President Kim Il Sung.  

On September 8 the same year, a decision of the Central Committee of 
the DPRK Red Cross Society was made public by radio and other 
communication networks on sending to south Korean flood victims 50,000 
sok (one sok equals about 144 kg–Tr.) of rice, 500,000 metres of cloth, 
100,000 tons of cement, and a large amount of medicine.  

This was unanimously welcomed by the south Korean compatriots and 
progressive people across the world.  
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However, the south Korean authorities who were only seeking the 
perpetuation of the country’s division and the prolonging of their power, 
heedless of the misfortunes of the nation, attempted to use the relief 
measure for their dishonest political purpose. On September 14 the south 
Korean authorities, in the name of the south Korean Red Cross Society, 
released a “statement” that they would receive the relief goods under the 
condition that they were transported as a whole within September.  

The attitude of the south Korean side flabbergasted the world public and 
stirred up the indignation of the Korean compatriots at home and abroad.  

Nevertheless, Kim Jong Il subordinated everything to delivering the 
feelings of brotherly love to the south Korean people as soon as possible. 
When the south Korean side attempted to break off the talks at the 
working-level contact of the north-south Red Cross societies on the 
delivery and reception of the relief goods by attaching unreasonable 
conditions, Kim Jong Il saw to it that their dishonest attempt was 
frustrated through sincere persuasion and with the generosity of brotherly 
love.  

When the freight vessel Taedonggang, which was on its way to Inchon 
Harbour in the south, carrying cement permeated with the brotherly love of 
the people in the north, was suddenly stranded, and the south Korean 
authorities responded by saying that they no longer wanted the cement, 
Kim Jong Il roused the people and had 12,000 tons of cement laden on 
board the large cargo vessels, Sunchon and Ryongnamsan, within 15 hours 
so that the whole amount of relief goods could reach the south Korean flood 
victims on time.  

With the relief goods as a momentum, the interrupted north-south Red 
Cross talks were resumed after a lapse of 12 years.  

One day in mid-May 1985, a few days before the forthcoming Eighth 
North-South Red Cross Talks to be held in Seoul according to the 
agreement of both sides, Kim Jong Il told the officials preoccupied with 
the practical problems of the Red Cross talks that they should suggest 
exchanging art troupes between the north and the south on the occasion 
of the 40th anniversary of the country’s liberation. He said that if the 
north and the south exchanged art troupes and held performances with 
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programmes of national content, it would exert a favourable influence on 
creating an atmosphere for national unity and reunification.  

To the officials, who were overcome with excitement by the new 
proposal, Kim Jong Il said to the following effect:  

If we put forward the matter of exchanging art troupes this time, the 
south side may suggest mutual visits by separated families. We should 
accept willingly and bring to realization both the exchange of art troupes 
and the exchange of visiting groups. We must not hesitate to do anything at 
all needed for sharing the feelings of fraternity and re-linking the bloodline 
of the nation. We have nothing to hesitate about on the way of patriotism 
for the nation. We must always think of the nation above all else.  

Thanks to the initiative and the ensuing measure taken by Kim Jong Il, 
a large number of artistes and visitors were able to visit Pyongyang and 
Seoul, crossing the barrier of division after 40 years of national separation. 
The whole process of exchanges of art troupes and home-visiting groups 
that proceeded from September 20, 1985 was a significant period in which 
the irresistible will of the entire Korean people in the north and the south for 
reunification was demonstrated at home and abroad. It was a historic event 
of great significance in removing misunderstanding and distrust between the 
fellow countrymen in the north and the south, creating an atmosphere of 
national reconciliation and unity, re-linking the severed bloodline of the 
nation and accelerating the country’s reunification.  

Frightened by the rapidly mounting zeal for reunification among south 
Korean people with the compatriotic relief measure and the exchanges of 
Red Cross art troupes and home-visiting groups as the momentum, the 
United States resorted more tenaciously to its attempt for the permanent 
division of Korea and for a new war.  

Now that the huge forces in the north and the south of Korea were 
confronting each other with the demarcation line in between, and tens of 
thousands of US troops and more than 1,000 nuclear weapons had been 
deployed in south Korea, it was imperative to remove the military 
confrontation between north and south and the danger of renewed war in 
order to realize the policy of founding the federal republic.  

Kim Jong Il took measures one after another to this end. 
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In 1986, a year of international peace, he ensured that a proposal for 
stopping all military exercises during the period of north-south dialogue and 
creating a nuclear-free, peace zone on the Korean peninsula for peace and 
relaxation of tension in Korea was advanced, and an important measure 
involving 150,000 KPA troops in the peaceful construction of the country taken.  

In order to put into effect the proposal for holding high-level north-south 
political and military talks and the proposal for disarmament, Kim Jong Il 
got the Premier of the DPRK Administration Council and the Minister of 
the People’s Armed Forces to send a co-signed letter to their south Korean 
counterparts on three occasions between January and February 1987, 
suggesting high-level north-south political and military talks and urging 
them to respond. In July the same year, in accordance with his initiative, the 
DPRK Government made a statement proposing a large-scale phased 
reduction of armed forces and took the positive measure of unilaterally 
discharging 100,000 men and officers from all arms and services, 
dispatching them to sites of socialist construction. In addition, in November 
1988 it proposed a comprehensive peace plan.  

These proposals and measures proceeded from the firm standpoint of 
realizing comprehensive and complete disarmament, removing the danger 
of war and accelerating peaceful reunification, not in words, but in deeds.  

 
 

2. DEVELOPING THE WORK OF CHONGRYON TO  
A HIGHER STAGE 

 
Kim Jong Il, in a talk to senior officials of the Party Central Committee, 

titled, On Giving Active Assistance to the Work of Chongryon, on March 
25, 1975, clarified the way Chongryon (the General Association of Korean 
Residents in Japan) should follow, and wisely led the struggle for its 
implementation.  

Kim Jong Il directed primary attention to ideological education geared 
to firmly preparing Chongryon officials and Korean nationals in Japan as 
true overseas citizens of the DPRK. 

He saw to it that Chongryon vigorously conducted ideological 
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education, focusing on education in Party policy, in revolutionary traditions 
and in socialist patriotism, and widely employed various forms and methods 
of education proper to the special characteristics of Chongryon working 
with compatriots living in a capitalist society.  

Kim Jong Il regarded art and literature as a powerful means of bringing 
up Chongryon officials and Korean nationals in Japan as true overseas 
citizens. He encouraged Chongryon art groups to improve their roles.  

He saw that Chongryon artistes went through a special course of 
learning and training for the revolutionary opera Song of Mt. Kumgang in 
the homeland and arranged the formation of the Kumgangsan Opera Troupe 
with the central art troupe of the Korean residents in Japan that had gone 
through the special course for the revolutionary opera as its parent body. 
The formation of this opera troupe was an important step taken to push 
ahead with ideological education through art and literature. 

The Kumgangsan Opera Troupe actively conducted the performance of 
the revolutionary opera Song of Mt. Kumgang and a variety performance of 
music and dance, at the same time giving active support to the local song 
and dance troupes in various parts of Japan, so that they could fully 
discharge their mission and duty as the itinerant art groups of Chongryon 
engaged in artistic activities for the implementation of patriotic work, and 
so do their bit for the work of ideological education of Chongryon.  

Kim Jong Il paid profound attention to enhancing the spirit of national 
independence of Chongryon workers and other Korean nationals in Japan.  

In order to instil in Korean nationals in Japan national pride and 
confidence that they are overseas DPRK citizens, he put forward in April 
1979 a policy of realizing short-term visit to the homeland by Korean 
nationals in Japan, and had a hotel for them built on the outskirts of Mt. 
Kumgang, a world-renowned spot of scenic beauty. He also provided a 
passenger ship, Samjiyon, for the use of the short-term visitors. The visit, 
which started in August the same year, marked an occasion for Korean 
nationals in Japan to witness the reality of their prospering socialist 
motherland, and thus cherish the honour of being overseas citizens of Juche 
Korea. It also provided an opportunity for the officials of the Joson Sinbo, 
Korean Pictorial and other press organs of Chongryon to visit various places 
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in the homeland and collect first-hand information on the success of socialist 
construction achieved by the people in the homeland, aspects of their lives 
and the excellent cultural heritage of the nation to introduce them through 
those publications. 

Kim Jong Il strengthened Chongryon and built up its mass foundation. 
He ensured that its ranks of cadres, the organizational backbone and the 

educators of the masses, were formed of officials who were faithful to their 
country and nation, popular and influential among the compatriots and 
possessed of organizational ability and driving power, and that they were 
given ceaseless education and training through organizational life and 
practical activities.  

Kim Jong Il helped Chairman Han Tok Su and other Chongryon 
officials to fulfil their role as officials of the dignified organization of 
overseas citizens of the DPRK.  

In keeping with the reality in which change of generation was taking 
place in the composition of the ranks of cadres of Chongryon, he saw to it 
that Chongryon examined young people through practice and kept them as 
reserve cadres, training them in a far-sighted and systematic way, while 
giving revolutionary education to the students of Joson University and 
students of graduating classes of Korean high schools so as to bring them up 
as reliable backbone of Chongryon.  

Kim Jong Il strove to enhance the role of the Chongryon organizations 
at all levels, such as chapters and branches, and improve their work with the 
masses of compatriots of all strata.  

The model branch movement was intensified as a mass movement of 
compatriots to strengthen branches, the basic organizations of Chongryon, 
and the sub-branch movement was launched to consolidate branches and 
bring closer the fraternal ties between Chongryon organizations and the 
masses of compatriots.  

He led Chongryon to intensify its guidance of such integral organizations 
and bodies as the Federation of Korean Workers in Commerce in Japan, the 
Korean Youth League in Japan and the Union of Democratic Korean Women 
in Japan, establish a correct work system whereby Chongryon organizations 
could improve their work with the broad masses of compatriots, and make 
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its officials go among the compatriots and dynamically conduct the work of 
educating and leading them.  

True to his intention, the officials of Chongryon organizations at all 
levels launched a campaign to “visit 100,000 households of compatriots”, a 
mass campaign for the education of compatriots, the largest of its kind since 
the formation of Chongryon, from March to April 1975, which marked a 
significant occasion in intensifying the work among the masses.  

Kim Jong Il paid attention to preparing the younger generation as the 
reliable heirs carrying on the bloodline of the patriotic movement of Chongryon.  

Given the situation that the younger generation of Korean nationals in 
Japan, who were born and growing up in Japan, were emerging as the 
masters of patriotic activities of Chongryon, Kim Jong Il saw to it that 
Chongryon conducted work with them, with the main stress put on making 
them remain true to their origin as Koreans, love the socialist motherland 
and their nation, and inherit the cause of patriotism.  

He led it to teach the Korean language and Korean history and 
geography to the new generation of Korean compatriots, so that they could 
have pride and self-confidence as Koreans, love their homeland and nation 
and keep their Korean souls at work and at play.  

In December 1974, he said in the following vein:  
The democratic national education of Chongryon is very important 

work. The formation of a nation originates in its language and letters. If 
Korean children in Japan do not know the Korean language and letters and 
history, they will forfeit their national rights and qualities and, in the end, 
even their national identity. Wherever they may live, Koreans must speak 
Korean, learn the Korean letters and know about Korean history. Koreans 
must be every inch Koreans.  

In November 1978, Kim Jong Il said that since the second and third 
generations of Korean nationals in Japan were growing up without seeing 
their country, it was important for them to be given visual education 
about their homeland. He sent to all the schools of Chongryon immersed 
specimens of fish from the Taedong River and the East and West Seas of 
Korea, specimens of trees from Mt. Paektu, ore specimens, stuffed 
zoological specimens and various other visual materials.  
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In order to implant more deeply the national spirit in the minds of the 
students of Joson University and provide them with the best educational 
conditions, Kim Jong Il had a history museum built in the university.  

In late January 1981, he said that on the occasion of the 25th anniversary 
of the inauguration of Joson University the motherland would have to do 
something worthy of the occasion and that it would be advisable to make a 
present of a big history museum to the university. He added that the 
museum, if arranged with the display of relics and historical materials 
representative of important periods of Korean history, such as the primitive 
age and Kojoson (Ancient Korea), Koguryo and Palhae, would be a perfect 
museum of Korean history.  

In late May the same year, 520 pieces of precious relics and historical 
materials, including valuable authentic articles representative of the 
historical periods from the primitive age to the March First Popular 
Uprising20 of 1919, such as human fossils, axe of the Bronze Age, Koguryo 
mural paintings, earthenware of Palhae and relics from Kulpho-ri, North 
Hamgyong Province, and 400 exhibition plans and drawings, were 
delivered to Joson University.  

At last the history museum of Joson University was opened. With 
valuable historical materials on display, the museum confirms the fact that 
Korea has a history of 5,000 years and the Korean people are a resourceful 
nation who have created a brilliant culture since ancient times.  

Giving top priority to the work of education for Chongryon, Kim Jong Il 
ensured that the homeland gave vigorous support to this work, and sent 
educational funds and scholarships to Chongryon every year without 
fail.  

One day in December 1987, after inquiring into the provision of 
educational funds to Chongryon as meticulously as a parent would do, he 
said that the vast amount of educational funds sent year by year was 
permeated with the love of President Kim Il Sung for the children of the 
compatriots of Chongryon, and that sending educational funds to 
Chongryon was as good as delivering the feeling of affection of the 
President to the children of compatriots. He continued that he would love to 
send all of the property of the country just for the benefit of educating the 
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rising generation of Chongryon and that the homeland should spend its 
earnings on nothing but such an undertaking.  

Entering the latter half of the 1980s, Chongryon greeted a new turning 
point in its development.  

In a talk, titled, On Further Improving and Strengthening the Work of 
Chongryon to Meet the Demand of the Developing Situation, given to the 
senior officials of the Party Central Committee on September 15, 1986, 
Kim Jong Il set forth a strategic policy on effecting a new turn in the work 
of Chongryon.  

In his talk, he stressed once again that modelling Chongryon on the 
Juche idea is a strategic target Chongryon should finally attain in its 
endeavour to embody the Juche idea in the movement of Koreans in Japan.  

He taught that in order to make a fresh advance in its work, Chongryon 
should develop in a new way and on the basis of the changed reality the 
work of building up its ranks organizationally, before anything else, and 
further improve and intensify ideological work to meet the demand of the 
developing situation. In addition, he clarified the tasks for improving its 
work, for making new progress in its external activities to strengthen 
international solidarity with the Japanese people and all other peoples of the 
world and for conducting an energetic struggle in defence of the democratic 
national rights of the compatriots.  

Kim Jong Il said that in order for Chongryon to carry out its tasks 
successfully, all of its sectors and units must establish a new attitude 
towards work, and all officials should work energetically with a high sense 
of responsibility, and set forth specific ways for the purpose.  

In order to carry out his policy on the movement of Koreans in Japan, 
Chongryon convened its 14th Congress in the Korean House of Culture in 
Tokyo from September 26 to 28, 1986, and defined its policy of epoch-making 
significance in patriotic activities, in keeping with the prevailing situation and 
the changed circumstances of Chongryon, and thus set up a new milestone in 
the development of the movement of Koreans in Japan.  

Kim Jong Il ensured that Chongryon directed primary attention to 
consolidating its mass foundation by winning over the broad masses of 
compatriots.  
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Saying that the most important thing at that time in uniting the masses of 
compatriots was to work properly with Korean merchants and entrepreneurs, 
he set forth uniting merchants and entrepreneurs behind it through its efficient 
work with them as a key organizational line of Chongryon.  

In a talk to the senior officials of the Party Central Committee on March 
25, 1975, he said,  

“Korean merchants and entrepreneurs are the basic masses of 
Chongryon and the main force of the movement of Koreans in Japan.”  

He continued that although they were living in a capitalist society, they 
were not people who were interested in money alone, thinking nothing of 
their homeland. He added that it was his unshakable will to trust them as 
revolutionary comrades and work alongside them, hand in hand.  

Highly praising the merchants and entrepreneurs of Chongryon as true 
patriots who were devoting their all to the prosperity of their homeland, he 
had the Order of Kim Il Sung, the title of Labour Hero and other high-class 
commendations awarded to patriotic merchants and entrepreneurs, and had 
factories, hospitals and equipment named after them, glorifying their 
patriotic deeds forever.  

One day in November 1981, Kim Jong Il suggested erecting 
monuments to loyalty made of natural granite in the compounds of the 
factories which merchants and entrepreneurs had presented to the 
homeland, and ensured that such monuments were erected in various 
factories they had presented to hand down their patriotism and loyalty to 
posterity forever.  

In May 1986, inquiring into the preparations for a tour of the Pyongyang 
Students and Children’s Art Troupe to Japan, he received a report that some 
patriotic merchants and entrepreneurs were sick in bed. 

Asking what had been done to help them, he said that when they were 
sick in bed, Korean compatriots living in an alien land must yearn for their 
homeland more keenly than ever, and that tonics should be sent to them on 
the occasion for their recovery. He got the Pyongyang Students and 
Children’s Art Troupe to take wild insam (ginseng) and antlers of young 
deer to them and give encouragement to them.  

Kim Jong Il saw to it that Chongryon further intensified ideological
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work among officials and other compatriots in Japan, as required by the 
developing situation.  

He made sure that, given the particular situation that due to the change 
of generation among the Korean nationals in Japan there appeared some 
young people who were not well aware of the preciousness and gratefulness 
of their homeland or were thinking as if they could live without a homeland, 
Chongryon ceaselessly intensified education in the homeland among the 
rising generation, focusing on instilling in them love for and devoted service 
to the homeland, in close combination with education in the revolutionary 
traditions, and in comparison with the past status of Korean compatriots in 
Japan. He also ensured that it stepped up education among the compatriots 
to raise their sense of national self-respect so that they cherished a strong 
sense of the Korean-nation-first spirit, and pride and self-confidence as the 
Korean nation and sustain the national identity. In addition, he saw to it that 
it educated the compatriots to love Chongryon so that they could value 
Chongryon organizations, approach them with respect and live and work 
relying on them.  

He also led Chongryon to set up a rational network of education, lecture 
and information services and operate it on a regular basis, and establish a 
propagation system suited to the reality wherewith to make an effective use 
of all means of propagation. 

Kim Jong Il led Chongryon and the Korean nationals in Japan to take an 
active part in the patriotic work of Chongryon.  

He said that the most important part of the patriotic work of Chongryon 
is to make an active contribution to the cause of national reunification, and 
ensured that Chongryon conducted organizational and political work aimed 
at contributing to national reunification in a bold and dynamic way.  

Kim Jong Il made sure that Chongryon organizations at all levels 
always regarded national reunification as the first and foremost task, and 
adopted practical measures for organizing and mobilizing all officials and 
other compatriots in this work.  

He ensured that the work of joint ventures between Korean merchants and 
entrepreneurs in Japan and the homeland was promoted in accordance with 
their interests, business conditions, types of business and property status. 
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In order to bring about a revolutionary upswing in the patriotic work of 
Chongryon, Kim Jong Il initiated in June 1987 an “honoured patriotic flag 
movement”, a new type of mass movement. 

He saw that Chongryon under the slogan, “Let all of us take part as one 
in patriotic work, those with money contributing money, those with 
knowledge devoting knowledge, and those with strength offering strength,” 
defined a clear stage-by-stage target, and conducted the organizational and 
political work in a scrupulous way, thus pushing ahead with the movement 
vigorously as an all-embracing mass movement involving all institutions 
and units in the fields of education, culture, mass media, the economy, etc., 
and all compatriots.  

Taking full account of the importance of the role played by Chongryon 
officials, especially veteran cadres, in developing Chongryon as an 
organization of overseas compatriots, Kim Jong Il met each and every 
veteran official of Chongryon on a visit to the socialist motherland, and gave 
them instructions that would serve them as the guide at work and at leisure, so 
that the veteran revolutionaries of Chongryon could play their hardcore role in 
ensuring the continuity of the patriotic work of Chongryon and of the 
movement of Koreans in Japan while keeping their posts in good health.  

On May 15, 1985, Kim Jong Il met Ri Kye Baek, vice-chairman of 
Chongryon, who, on a visit to the motherland as the head of the 
congratulatory group of Korean nationals in Japan on the occasion of the 
73rd anniversary of the birth of President Kim Il Sung, had been taking a 
rest and getting treatment at a hot spring. He said to Ri that only when 
veteran revolutionaries stayed long at the helm in Chongryon would it be 
possible to properly conduct education for the compatriots of the second 
and third generations, who were born in Japan and had no knowledge about 
the past, and that the veteran revolutionaries of Chongryon should educate 
them well so that they would not become naturalized in Japan. 

One day Kim Jong Il acquainted himself with the process of the 
preparations for the function for the 30th anniversary of the founding of 
Chongryon. With regard to the report to the meeting devoted to the occasion, 
he said that as the meeting was literally a function to commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the formation of Chongryon, the report must mention the fact



RALLYING AROUND THE GREAT NATIONAL UNITED FRONT 

 

289 

that Chairman Han Tok Su was one of the founders of Chongryon and had 
performed distinguished services in establishing the system of the Juche idea 
in Chongryon. He also made sure that Han’s distinguished services were 
appraised in the speech at the banquet given in honour of the group of Korean 
nationals in Japan Han had led on a visit to the homeland to express thanks to 
the motherland on the 30th anniversary of the formation of Chongryon, on the 
evening of the day they arrived.  

 
 

3. RALLYING FIRMLY AROUND THE GREAT  
NATIONAL UNITED FRONT 

 
In order to firmly rally the whole nation around a great national united 

front for the country’s reunification, President Kim Il Sung set forth a 
policy of achieving the steadfast tripartite solidarity of Koreans of the north, 
the south and abroad.  

Kim Jong Il strove for the realization of unity between the northern and 
overseas compatriots as the first step for firmly rallying the whole nation 
around a great national united front under the banner of national 
reunification.  

He opened the door wide for a large number of overseas compatriots to 
visit Pyongyang and led them to strive for the patriotic undertaking for 
reunification, so that they could play a vanguard role in materializing the 
solidarity between the compatriots in the north and abroad.  

The overseas Koreans who expressed their willingness to visit 
Pyongyang were all different from one another in social position, status and 
career. Some of them were on the payroll of the US authorities, some had 
once held important posts in political and military circles in south Korea 
and some were capitalists, clergymen, famous educationists or scientists. 
Others were long-standing opposition figures who had struggled for the 
democratization of south Korean society, some had followed the 
anti-communist road all their lives, and some had even committed crimes 
against the nation. Most of them had been against communism and against 
the north in their ideologies and political views. 
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Nevertheless, if they were aspiring after the country’s reunification, 
Kim Jong Il gave them a warm welcome, overlooking their pasts and 
transcending the differences in ideology and political view.  

He gladly welcomed them to visit the northern part of Korea, and made 
every arrangement for them to sit together with their fellow countrymen in 
the homeland and talk about reunification in an open-minded manner.  

Following the road of patriotism for reunification opened by Kim Jong Il, 
President Choe Hong Hui of the International Taekwon-Do Federation 
visited the northern part of Korea from his home in Canada in September 
1980, followed by the Rev. Kim Song Rak, president of the Society for the 
Promotion of National Reunification and adviser to the South Korean 
Churches Association in the United States, in the summer of the following 
year, and by Chairman Choe Tok Sin of the Paedal National Association in 
the United States. Besides, composer Yun I Sang from West Germany and 
many other noted compatriots in Europe and the United States came to 
Pyongyang one after another.  

Fathoming their wishes and aspirations to redeem themselves from their 
pasts and contribute at least to the cause of national reunification, the 
historic task of the nation, Kim Jong Il arranged for them to meet with 
President Kim Il Sung.  

The overseas personages who returned from their visit to the northern 
part of the country where the soul of the nation is alive and the spirit of 
national prosperity is vibrant, published in books and articles or told the 
overseas Koreans what they had seen and felt. Many books and articles 
written by them, such as The Nation and I, Crossing the Division, The 
Uncompleted Diary at Home Village, and The People of the Northern Part 
Whom I Met, heightened the wish of overseas compatriots to visit the 
socialist motherland, and further stimulated their ardour for the reunification 
of the country.  

Kim Jong Il ensured that overseas compatriots with different ideologies, 
political views, religious beliefs and careers actively turned out in the work 
of forming progressive and patriotic overseas organizations, thus spurring 
the maturity of conditions for solidarity between the northern and overseas 
Korean compatriots.  
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A large number of overseas compatriots in various parts of the world 
came to the homeland and expressed their willingness to take part in the 
patriotic movement for the nation in their respective regions and countries. 
They readjusted their existing organizations that had been formed at random 
or actively participated in forming progressive organizations for 
independence, democracy and reunification.  

The compatriots of all strata in Los Angeles, in the United States, 
organized the Association for National Reunification in North America 
(Thonghyop) in February 1987, and Korean nationals in the then Soviet 
Union proclaimed in November 1989 the formation of the Association for 
the Promotion of the Reunification of Korea with the ideal of love for the 
country and the nation.  

Kim Jong Il saw to it that the dialogues and negotiations between the 
northern and overseas compatriots were held in an active way, with the 
result that all overseas compatriots rallied around the great national united 
front for national reunification.  

The Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland and 
other relevant institutions and organizations in the north sent letters to 
overseas democratic figures and religious bodies suggesting multilateral 
contacts, dialogues and negotiations, and launched energetic activities for 
the purpose, in order to realize solidarity between the northern compatriots 
and those abroad.  

As a result, the chairman of the Overseas Christians Federation for 
Korean Unification in West Germany and his party visited Pyongyang in 
June 1981 and had contacts with the Committee for the Peaceful 
Reunification of the Fatherland. Both of them reached an agreement on 
holding many-sided dialogues between the Korean nationals at home and 
abroad, in order to form a joint consultative organization at the earliest date 
for founding the DFRK. On the basis of this success, an agreement was 
reached on holding a dialogue between the northern and overseas 
compatriots and Christians on national reunification, followed by brisk 
preparations for the dialogue.  

Kim Jong Il was deeply concerned with the successful holding of the 
dialogue, a big step towards formation of the united front.  
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To the delegation composed of politicians, Christians, scholars, professors 
and men of the press and a famous art troupe to be dispatched to the dialogue, 
he taught that although the overseas compatriots and Christians taking part in 
the dialogue had been influenced by anti-communism, they should treat them 
warmly and broadmindedly with compatriotic affection, and show them the 
noble features of true patriots and genuine revolutionaries. He also said that 
during the period of dialogue a joint art performance on an “evening of 
culture” staged by both artistes from the homeland and overseas compatriots, 
a joint demonstration by Taekwon-Do instructors from home and abroad and 
a Korean film show should be organized.  

Foreseeing that there would be obstructive manoeuvres by separatists 
within and without against the dialogue, Kim Jong Il adopted appropriate 
countermeasures. 

Under the deep concern of Kim Jong Il, the dialogue between the 
northern compatriots and overseas compatriots and Christian compatriots 
was held in Vienna, Austria, from November 3 to 6, 1981. 

This dialogue, the first of its kind in the 36 years of the country’s 
division, was an important occasion for promoting reconciliation and unity 
between the two sides, and accelerating the country’s independent and 
peaceful reunification.  

The dialogue participants published a joint statement, which confirmed 
the policy of founding the DFRK as a “reunification programme which 
correctly embodies the historical desire of the nation and takes account of 
the internal and external conditions”, and adopted with unanimous approval 
an appeal to all Korean compatriots at home and abroad.  

The dialogue was an important step forward in the implementation of 
the national task of the country’s independent and peaceful reunification. It 
instilled in all the compatriots aspiring after reunification confidence and 
courage in the conviction that if the compatriots at home and abroad were 
united based on the national ideal, they could do a fine job for the 
reunification of the country. At the same time, it dealt a telling blow to the 
separatists within and without obstructing national reunion and reunification 
and seeking the perpetual division of the country, running counter to the 
trend of the times.  
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On the basis of this success, Kim Jong Il ensured that the dialogue was 
carried on and developed as a pan-compatriotic dialogue.  

As a result, the second dialogue of the northern and overseas 
compatriots and Christian compatriots for national reunification was held in 
Helsinki, Finland, in December 1982. In December 1984 a pan-compatriotic 
dialogue between the northern and overseas compatriots was held in 
Vienna, Austria, followed by the formation of the National Alliance for the 
Country’s Reunification.  

The National Alliance for the Country’s Reunification was a 
non-permanent consultative body for ensuring a broad and normal dialogue 
between the northern and overseas compatriots. The formation of this body 
provided a framework for promoting unity between fellow countrymen 
scattered around the world, rousing them energetically to the patriotic 
struggle for national reunification, overcoming the spontaneous and 
dispersed character of the reunification movement and re-launching this 
movement purposefully and in a unified way.  

Thanks to the driving force of the great national united front and the 
leadership of Kim Jong Il, the dialogue between the northern and overseas 
compatriots proceeded briskly, giving rise in the latter half of the 1980s to 
the formation of the Headquarters for the Promotion of the Pan-National 
Rally for the Country’s Peace and Reunification in Japan, America and Europe.  

All this showed that the conditions for pan-national dialogue and 
negotiations and for the tripartite solidarity among Koreans in the north, the 
south and abroad were mature.  

On the occasion of the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students, held 
in Pyongyang in 1989, Kim Jong Il provided an opportunity for the 
compatriots at home and abroad attending the festival to gather, exchange 
opinions and achieve solidarity.  

The compatriots attending the festival gathered with a burning desire for 
national reunification, exchanged opinions and conducted various activities 
for strengthening solidarity in the struggle for national reunification. Of 
special significance here was the Rally for Promoting National 
Reunification held on July 9, 1989, at the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium and 
attended by more than 10,000 Korean compatriots at home and abroad, 
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including Korean nationals in Japan and 3,000 compatriots from other parts 
of the world such as the then Soviet Union, China, America, Europe and 
Australia.  

The rally gave full support to the proposal of the Committee for the 
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland for organizing a significant 
pan-national rally for national reunification at Panmunjom on August 15, 
1990, with the delegates of compatriots from the north, the south and 
abroad. The rally also adopted unanimously the Declaration on National 
Reunification and the Appeal to Compatriots at Home and Abroad.  

The Rally for Promoting National Reunification brought about the 
convergence of the opinions of the compatriots by giving play to the 
patriotic desire to put an end to the national division and hasten the day of 
reunification, demonstrated to the whole world that the aspiration of the 
Korean people was solely national independence and the country’s 
reunification, despite their differences in the place of residence, ideas and 
ideals, and further strengthened the solidarity among Korean compatriots at 
home and abroad.  
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CHAPTER 26  

 
FOR INDEPENDENCE, PEACE  

AND FRIENDSHIP 
 
 

1. A HISTORIC VISIT TO CHINA 
 

The Communist Party and national leadership of China had long looked 
forward to a visit by Kim Jong Il. And in April 1982, while in Korea to 
extend congratulations to President Kim Il Sung on his 70th birthday, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPC Hu Yaobang 
grasped Kim Jong Il firmly by the hand, and told him that the entire 
Chinese people were earnestly awaiting a visit to China by him. Then in 
September of the same year, he told Kim Il Sung, who was on a visit to 
China, that he was eagerly looking forward to Kim Jong Il’s visit to China. 
Deeply appreciative of this heartfelt desire of the Chinese leaders and 
people, and with the noble intention of boosting the progress of 
Korea-China friendship, which Kim Il Sung together with the older 
generation of Chinese leaders had caused to blossom, from generation to 
generation, Kim Jong Il decided on a trip to China.  

On May 21, 1983, the widespread publicity given by the Chinese media 
to Kim Jong Il’s work, titled, Let Us Advance under the Banner of 
Marxism-Leninism and Juche Idea, raised worldwide speculation that 
Kim Jong Il was about to visit China.  

In June 1983, amidst great attention and expectations worldwide, starting 
with political and media circles and spreading to social circles, Kim Jong Il 
embarked on his trip to China. Enjoying an enthusiastic welcome from the 
Chinese leaders and people and their treatment overflowing with warmth, 
Kim Jong Il opened a new chapter in Korea-China friendship. 

Although it was an unofficial visit, the Chinese side made
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unprecedentedly lavish preparations for it, and the Party and government 
even sent high-ranking officials to the border city of Dandong to greet 
Kim Jong Il with all courtesy.  

When Kim Jong Il arrived at Beijing Railway Station on June 2, he 
found it jam-packed with people there to welcome him in their best holiday 
attire, clasping bunches of flowers and waving coloured ribbons and 
flowery towels. Hu Yaobang, at the head of a group of senior officials of the 
Party, government and army, met Kim Jong Il on the station concourse. 
Apart from on the occasion of Kim Il Sung’s earlier visit to China, this was 
the first time for a General Secretary of the Communist Party of China to 
come personally to the railway station or airport to meet a foreign guest.  

Such a grand reception and welcome, dispensing with diplomatic protocol, 
was an effusive sign of the happiness of the Chinese leadership and people at 
meeting Kim Jong Il and testimony to how deep the sentiment of friendship 
of the Chinese people was toward the Korean people.  

Despite the fact that he had just returned from a trip abroad, and the 
sixth sessions of China’s National People’s Congress and People’s Political 
Consultative Committee were due, and so this was a very busy time, Hu put 
off pressing matters of State and the Party to attend personally to all the 
details of Kim Jong Il’s scheduled itinerary to the exclusion of everything 
else, starting with meeting him and accompanying him on his tour of some 
of China’s regions.  

Kim Jong Il repeatedly asked to be accompanied by lower-ranking 
officials on his regional tour, but Hu was adamant, and insisted on going 
with him, regardless of his busy schedule. Whether it was a courtesy call, a 
banquet, a discussion, or whatever, Hu took every opportunity to be present; 
he was with Kim Jong Il for over 50 hours.  

Hu Yaobang arranged every convenience for Kim Jong Il to understand 
China as well as possible and to meet the members of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPC, members and 
candidate members of the Political Bureau, secretaries of the Secretariat, 
and vice-premiers and members of the State Council.  

Kim Jong Il was given an especially warm reception by Deng Xiaoping, 
head of the CPC’s Advisory Committee.  
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Meeting Deng Xiaoping, Kim Jong Il said that he was afraid that the 
extraordinary welcome he had received must have interfered with the 
workers’ production activities and the students’ studies, and that it seemed 
that he had not kept his promise that this visit would be an unofficial one. 
Thereupon, Deng said that it would only be an unofficial one if it were not 
reported in the newspapers, and that it was normal to treat an honoured 
guest in this way.  

Kim Jong Il received warm and sincere welcomes and a large number 
of presents not only from the CPC Central Committee but also from local 
Party organizations and the units he inspected. This clearly showed that 
Kim Jong Il robustly pushed forward the traditional friendship between 
Korea and China put in place by Kim Il Sung.  

In the course of his tour of China, Kim Jong Il left a deep and indelible 
impression on the Chinese leaders and people, and further deepened the 
feeling of friendship between Korea and China.  

The speeches and talks Kim Jong Il gave at meetings and banquets 
during his visit to China aroused deep feelings among the Chinese 
leadership. At the grand reception banquet on the first day of his visit, 
Kim Jong Il affirmed that just as the revolutionary struggles of the peoples 
of Korea and China were continuing from generation to generation, so the 
traditional friendship and solidarity between the parties and peoples of the 
two countries should be carried on from generation to generation, as the 
strengthening of the progress of this traditional friendship and solidarity was 
an imperative demand welling up from the basic interests of the revolutions 
of the two countries.  

In the course of talks and consultations with top-ranking Chinese cadres 
on numerous occasions, Kim Jong Il pointed out the necessity to 
consolidate the progress of Korea-China friendship from generation to 
generation, expounded on Korea’s revolutionary struggle and construction, 
and the reunification issue. They also had frank and open-minded 
discussions on international matters of common concern.  

On several occasions Kim Jong Il particularly expounded on the 
unshakable stance of the Workers’ Party of Korea regarding vigorously 
strengthening the development of the traditional friendship between Korea 
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and China based on the solid friendship between President Kim Il Sung and 
the Chinese leadership.  

Given a tumultuous send-off by the Chinese people, Kim Jong Il left 
Beijing on June 3 on an extensive regional tour of Qingdao, Nanjing, 
Hangzhou and Shanghai. On this tour, he met people of all walks of life, 
firming up the feelings of friendship between the peoples of the two 
countries.  

Wherever he went on this tour–whether visiting the North Sea Fleet and 
the brewery in Qingdao, or the Mai Ling Canned Foods Factory in 
Shanghai−his breadth of knowledge of the relevant item of attention 
astonished the personnel there.  

On the first leg of his regional inspection tour, Kim Jong Il visited the 
base of the People’s Liberation Army’s North Sea Fleet in the port city of 
Qingdao in Shandong Province. As the captain of a missile frigate was 
explaining to the visitor the modern armament of his ship, both the Chinese 
interpreter and the one in Kim Jong Il’s entourage had difficulty 
distinguishing between a torpedo and a mine in their translation.  

Thereupon, Kim Jong Il explained that what they meant was a depth 
charge, and that what they had just been viewing was sound-detection gear, 
giving an explanation of tasks and armaments of the frigate to the 
interpreters and the other people accompanying him.  

Looking round the Mai Ling Canned Foods Factory in Shanghai, after 
he had inspected the process of canning meat, vegetables and fruits, Kim 
Jong Il asked how the cans were sterilized. When the interpreter translated 
the reply as they were sterilized for eight minutes at 120 degrees C, Kim 
Jong Il surprised everyone by saying that the temperature should be raised 
by four to five degrees. The interpreter thereupon again asked the official in 
the sterilizing section what the temperature was, and had to admit, to his 
chagrin, that he had made a mistake, and that the sterilization temperature 
was indeed 124 degrees C.  

Witnessing these incidents, a Chinese leader who had been accompanying 
Kim Jong Il on his tour right from the start was unable to conceal his 
admiration that at every factory he visited there was nothing that Kim Jong Il 
did not know.  
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During his tour of China Kim Jong Il displayed his lofty character and 
sublime and attractive humanity.  

Returning to Beijing after winding up the regional tour, Kim Jong Il 
paid a call at the residence of Deng Yingchao, widow of China’s former 
Premier Zhou Enlai and veteran female revolutionary, and chairwoman of 
the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Committee.  

Stepping out of his car, he rushed towards Deng Yingchao, then in her 
eighties, who was hurrying to meet him, and gave her a warm handshake 
and a genial greeting.  

Grasping Kim Jong Il by both hands, Deng Yingchao was as delighted 
as when she had met President Kim Il Sung himself, and she said in a voice 
choked with emotion: “Coming here like this, you have made my house and 
garden shine with the rays of friendship!” 

She ushered him inside, and they sat together. Before their conversation, 
Kim Jong Il rose to say a few words of courtesy. As he did so, Deng 
Yingchao sprang to her feet, flustered, and over and over again begged him 
to remain seated. But, as Kim Jong Il insisted on remaining standing while 
he delivered his salutations, Deng Yingchao said that she too would remain 
standing.  

Bowing to Deng Yingchao’s wish, Kim Jong Il resumed his seat. He 
then conveyed greetings and kind regards from President Kim Il Sung, and 
informed Deng Yingchao that the President was in good health. He also told 
her that the Korean people held Deng Yingchao in high esteem as a female 
revolutionary who had travelled a long road of revolutionary struggle for 
many years.  

Kim Jong Il said that President Kim Il Sung cherished affectionate 
remembrances of the meaningful days when he had been especially close to 
Zhou Enlai, and that although Zhou Enlai had been dead for many years the 
President never lost an opportunity to reminisce about him. 

Known as a hardy female revolutionary who did not know how to cry, 
nevertheless, hearing Kim Jong Il’s heartfelt words, Deng Yingchao was 
unable to suppress her strong emotion; her eyes brimmed with tears, and she 
was too choked up to speak. All those present too shed scalding tears.  
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When it was Deng Yingchao’s turn to speak, the Chinese translator was 
too overcome with emotion to do his job, and the interpreter accompanying 
Kim Jong Il had to translate Deng Yingchao’s words full of sincerity.  

Before bidding him farewell, Deng Yingchao told Kim Jong Il that his 
visit to China was incomparably more meaningful than that of anyone else 
except President Kim Il Sung, and that she would never forget it.  

Taking his leave, Kim Jong Il several times urged Deng Yingchao not 
to accompany him down the steps, but she protested. “When will I see 
Comrade Kim Jong Il again? When the Party leader of a most cherished 
brotherly country comes all the way to my house to visit me, how can I 
simply see him off from the doorway? I certainly cannot see off the leader 
of the Korean people in such a manner.” Saying that she had to accompany 
him as far as his car, and grasping him firmly by the hand, she walked down 
the steps with him. Moreover, she stayed in the same spot until Kim Jong Il’s 
car disappeared into the distance, gazing at it with adoring eyes.  

Whether he was meeting China’s veteran revolutionaries or ordinary people, 
Kim Jong Il unfolded a beautiful picture of Korea-China friendship.  

During his tour of China, Kim Jong Il covered 25,000 ri (one ri equals 
0.4 km–Tr.) by train, and leading Chinese officials even went so far as to 
toast him on his “25,000-ri Long March”.  

Even while hastening on this long journey Kim Jong Il personally took 
care of many matters, reaching decisions one by one. In the sweltering 
summer heat of the Chinese mainland, while keeping to his tight schedule 
of speeches, discussions and inspections, Kim Jong Il kept up with his 
ordinary workload.  

Through a variety of talks and consultations, Kim Jong Il discussed 
with his hosts in a sincere manner important matters of mutual concern both 
national and international, and through his tightly scheduled regional 
inspection tour and informal contacts, became closer to China’s leadership, 
and responsible officials in the Party, government and military. Moreover, 
by inspecting factories, enterprises, military establishments, monumental 
buildings, revolutionary sites and scenic spots, he became acquainted with 
China’s reality. In the evenings he personally prepared speeches and got 
ready for discussions and meetings assigned for the following day. 
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That was not all. From time to time, while touring a city, he would take 
notice of the local people’s neat clothing and shoes, and when he returned to 
his lodging he would discuss how to improve the clothing and footwear of 
the Korean people, and then give detailed instructions to the relevant 
officials back home by phone. One evening, he gave meticulous instructions 
to his entourage that when they returned to Korea they should complete 
manufacturing essential equipment that President Kim Il Sung was 
concerned about.  

Just as at home so during his China trip, the light in the room where 
Kim Jong Il was working would sometimes shine all night.  

At the completion of his historic visit to the People’s Republic of China, 
Kim Jong Il left Beijing and returned home on June 13.  

Two days later, the Seventh Plenary Meeting of the Sixth Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea heard a report on Kim Jong Il’s 
historic visit to the People’s Republic of China. 

 
 

2. THE 13TH WORLD FESTIVAL OF YOUTH  
AND STUDENTS 

 
The 13th World Festival of Youth and Students, known as the 

Pyongyang Festival, wrote a brilliant page in the annals of the world festival 
of youth and students.  

The successful Pyongyang Festival was a fruition of Kim Jong Il’s 
leadership.  

Kim Jong Il ensured that Pyongyang proposed hosting the 13th World 
Festival of Youth and Students, and the noble ideal of the festival 
movement was maintained steadfastly.  

Since the First Festival held in Prague, capital of the then 
Czechoslovakia, in July 1947, the festival had contributed over the previous 
40 years to fighting against imperialism, ensuring the peace and security of 
the world and promoting friendship and unity among youth and students the 
world over. Entering the 1980s, it began to lose its revolutionary nature; it 
was reduced to an international venue for merry-making.  
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It became imperative to defend the anti-imperialist character and 
militant solidarity inherent in the festival.  

Kim Jong Il thought that the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students 
should be held in Korea, a country that was upholding the banner of 
anti-imperialist struggle and socialism, with clear-cut ideals, so as to 
become a grand political festival that would live up to its original 
progressive nature and open a new phase in the effort for anti-imperialist 
solidarity and anti-imperialist joint struggle.  

It was not easy to host the festival in Asia, in which such a festival had 
never been held, particularly in Korea, which is divided into two and is in 
constant danger of imperialist aggression and war.  

Nevertheless, Kim Jong Il saw to it that energetic external activities 
were undertaken to realize Pyongyang’s bid for the 13th festival by youth 
and students’ delegations of Korea in major international conferences and 
gatherings sponsored by the World Federation of Democratic Youth and the 
International Union of Students and in various countries. He clarified their 
orientation of concrete activities and tactics to prevail over those who were 
not happy with Pyongyang’s bid for the festival, those who attempted to 
weaken the anti-imperialist nature of the festival, and those who were 
showing reservations about Pyongyang’s bid.  

He ensured that the festival’s slogan was “For Anti-Imperialist 
Solidarity, Peace and Friendship!” and that the slogan was decided as part 
of a package deal at the international meeting that would decide the venue 
of the festival.  

Thus, the US-led reactionaries’ attempt to emasculate the 
anti-imperialist nature of the festival and weaken its political significance 
was frustrated, and Pyongyang was decided as the host of the festival.  

After that, Kim Jong Il concerned himself with the preparations for the 
festival.  

Brisk external activities were conducted to create an international 
atmosphere favourable for the festival and to highlight the significance 
of the festival by inviting large numbers of youth and student 
delegations and high-level guests of honour, including heads of State 
and party. 
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On February 15, 1987, while talking to the senior officials of the Party 
Central Committee, Kim Jong Il got acquainted with the preparations that 
had been made, and said that relevant officials of the Party Central 
Committee should throw themselves wholeheartedly into the task.  

In order to highlight the noble ideal and political character of the 
festival, and train youth and students politically and ideologically, he held 
a talk with the senior officials of the Party Central Committee on October 
12, 1988, under the title, The Present Times and the Tasks of the Young 
People. After analyzing the historic mission and duty of the youth 
movement, he clarified the ways for developing the movement as required 
by the present times.  

Calling on the young people to rise up for the anti-imperialist struggle 
cherishing their mission for the times and history, he said:  

“The young people of our times must meet their honourable 
responsibility to history and mankind by dedicating themselves to the 
anti-imperialist cause of independence, find the true value of a genuine 
life in this cause and add luster to their lives.”  

He continued that young people should strive to defend the peace and 
security of the world, and to develop sound ideas and culture that conform 
to the people’s aspirations for independence. Pointing out the heavy 
responsibility the young people of Korea had assumed for the times, he said 
that the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students should be held in line 
with its ideals of anti-imperialism, peace and friendship.  

Kim Jong Il launched a gigantic operation to round off the construction 
projects and furnish the venues for the festival events at a high standard, and 
roused the entire Party, the whole country and all the people to their 
implementation, supported by colossal sums of money and materials.  

Under his guidance, the material preparations were also made for a 
successful festival.  

Kim Jong Il channelled his particular effort to preparing all the festival 
events so that they could be held on a level unprecedented in the festivals’ 
history in their contents, forms and scales.  

He saw to it that the opening and closing ceremonies and all other events 
of the festival were prepared in a characteristic fashion and in conformity 
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with the festival ideals, so as to upgrade the political, ideological, cultural 
and artistic standards of the festival.  

For the opening and closing ceremonies, the part and parcel of the 
festival, he went over their plans on two occasions, on June 6 and July 30, 
1988, respectively.  

At that time, to underline the fact the festival was being held in Korea, 
creative workers were putting stress on showing at the opening and closing 
ceremonies the successes achieved by Korea in the political, economic and 
cultural fields.  

Grasping this deviation in their plans, Kim Jong Il pointed out their 
short-sightedness, and said that the ceremonies should create a holiday 
atmosphere acceptable to people from all over the world and that the feeling 
of welcome and congratulations to the festival participants should run 
through the contents of the events.  

With the seed of celebration and welcome discovered by Kim Jong Il, 
the opening and closing ceremonies came to be infused with the contents of 
extending a warm welcome and congratulations to the youth and students 
who would come to the festival from all parts of the world with the ideals of 
anti-imperialist solidarity, peace and friendship.  

Putting forward the tasks for optimizing the artistic and technical 
rendering of the opening and closing ceremonies, he said that change of 
scenes at the backdrop of the ceremonies should be reduced and instead 
scenes of dancing and showing artistic skills should be unfolded in the 
arena, thus sustaining the atmosphere by means of refreshing, lively 
traditional dances.  

He also gave instructions on the whole process of the opening 
ceremony–extending honour to President Kim Il Sung the moment he 
appears on the platform, a grand and fascinating procession of delegations 
entering the venue, signalling of the opening of the festival by men in 
military uniforms of Koguryo times blowing horns, lighting of the festival 
torch and performance by female taborers and a mixed brass band–and of 
the closing ceremony–alighting of fairies on Mt. Kumgang, stage art of folk 
dances and combined performance of acrobats, including trapeze artistes.  

While going over the plans for the opening and closing ceremonies for



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Kim Jong Il, in company with Kim Il Sung, at the 
opening ceremony of the 13th WFYS (July 1, 1989) 
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the first time, Kim Jong Il came to know that it was planned that, following 
the custom of the festival, some young men in Western suits would blow 
bugles signalling the opening of the festival. Instructing the officials to 
prepare costumes with a national flavour, he said that the signalmen in 
graceful and yet glamorous uniforms of Koguryo generals would look 
wonderful. He continued that it would be ideal for the signalmen to blow 
horns, not bugles or trumpets.  

The general’s uniform of Koguryo days is a military uniform proper to 
warriors, a uniform dignified, glamorous and overflowing with the 
resourcefulness and valour of the Korean people. The horn, an acme of the 
industrial art of Koguryo, is a national instrument with a low and gentle tone.  

When the uniforms and horns were produced, he examined them in 
person and expressed his satisfaction only after he heard that they had been 
authenticated by the scholars of the Folklore Museum. And learning that the 
signalmen were expected to number 30, he advised that 300 men in three 
rows would be more suitable, as that number would match the spacious 
May Day Stadium.  

In this way, the general’s uniform and the horn of Koguryo days, which 
had been handed down as mere relics of Korean ancestors, came to make 
their appearance at the Pyongyang Festival, demonstrating the mettle and 
valour of the Korean nation.  

The combined performance of acrobats, which captivated the spectators 
during the closing ceremony, became a masterpiece of acrobatic art under 
Kim Jong Il’s initiative and guidance.  

On the day of the closing ceremony a globular stage symbolic of the 
earth was to float in the air against the backdrop of the star-studded night 
sky. Spotlights were to illuminate the stage. From five spots, symbolic of 
the five continents, male and female trapeze artistes were to fly towards the 
stage. 

This enchanting scene of the theme, We Have Many Friends, was an 
indispensable part of embodying the ideals of the festival in the closing 
ceremony.  

While enjoying the rehearsal of the opening and closing ceremonies, 
Kim Jong Il said that it was a novel idea to stage a fascinating acrobatic 
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performance and that the performance at the closing ceremony would 
further highlight the ideas of friendship and unity.  

Kim Jong Il also ensured that the artistic and cultural programmes were 
so arranged as to meet the ideals of the festival, the festival songs, including 
Song of the Pyongyang Festival, and various festival posters were created in 
a large number and disseminated, and the festival venues were decorated 
appropriately.  

The 13th World Festival of Youth and Students was held from July 1 to 
8, 1989. Participating in the festival were 20,000 foreigners, including 
delegations of 1,245 youth and students’ organizations in 180 countries and 
delegates of 64 regional and international organizations. Hundreds of 
high-ranking personages, including the president of Zimbabwe, chairman of 
the Revolutionary Party of Tanzania and heads of party and government of 
90 countries, participated in the festival as guests of honour. The holding in 
Pyongyang of an international festival with the participation of so many 
delegations and so high-ranking guests of honour was the first of its kind in 
the history of Korea.  

The festival gained further momentum by participation by a great 
number of overseas Koreans and a delegate of Jondaehyop (National 
Council of Student Representatives), an organization of one million south 
Korean students, who came to Pyongyang at great personal risk because of 
the hostility of the south Korean authorities.  

Kim Jong Il, in company with President Kim Il Sung, attended the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the festival, highlighting the 
meaningfulness of the festival.  

The highlights of the Pyongyang Festival, which opened amidst world 
attention, were its opening and closing ceremonies held in the May Day 
Stadium. All the scenes, from the traditional lighting of the festival torch, 
the first scene of the opening ceremony, to the chorus and dance Let Us 
Meet Again on the Road of Peace, the last scene of the closing ceremony, 
were uniquely spectacular scenes and masterpieces of human wisdom.  

The symposium on anti-imperialist solidarity and other political events 
were held with success in various parts of Pyongyang. The mass gymnastics 
display Korea Today staged by 50,000 youth and students, torchlight 



THE 13TH WORLD FESTIVAL OF YOUTH AND STUDENTS 

 

307 

procession, 5,000-strong artistic performance Song of Joy, and other 
colourful cultural and artistic events, sports events, setting up of clubs of 
various nations, hosting of the Day of Korea were all held on levels highest 
in the history of the festival for their political and ideological contents, 
unique forms, national colouring and high degree of discipline and 
organization.  

The Pyongyang Festival held under the slogan, “For Anti-Imperialist 
Solidarity, Peace and Friendship!” discussed the urgent problems facing the 
world, and adopted an appeal which extended encouragement to the people 
of the world who are fighting against war and for peace, democracy, 
national sovereignty and social progress, and support to the revolutionary 
cause of the Korean people.  

The 13th World Festival of Youth and Students demonstrated to the 
whole world the might of the Korean people, including its youth and 
students, who are united single-heartedly around the WPK and their leader, 
and the advantages of the socialist system of Korean style. It also 
contributed greatly to consolidating the ties of friendship and unity among 
the progressive youth and students of the world, to inspiring the world 
youth and student movement and the movement of the progressive people 
of the world against war and imperialism and for peace and independence, 
and to accelerating global independence.  

The world lavished praise on the Pyongyang Festival, calling it “a 
perfect festival going beyond human imagination”, and “the greatest 
festival, unprecedented in the history of the festival movement”.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

NOTES 
 
 

1. O Jin U–A veteran of the anti-Japanese revolution. After the 
country’s liberation, he served as Chief of the General Staff of the Korean 
People’s Army and Minister of the People’s Armed Forces. He was 
conferred the title of Marshal of the Korean People’s Army on April 20, 
1992. He died on February 25, 1995.                             p.3 

2. Rim Chun Chu–A veteran of the anti-Japanese revolution. In the 
days of the anti-Japanese armed struggle, he engaged in Party work in the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army. After the country’s liberation, he 
worked at important posts of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the State. He 
was appointed Vice-President of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea in April 1983 and died on April 27, 1988.            
p.3 

3. Choe Hyon–A veteran of the anti-Japanese revolution. His original 
name was Choe Tuk Kwon. During the Fatherland Liberation War, he 
fought as commander of a division and later of a corps of the Korean 
People’s Army. After the war he served as Minister of the People’s Armed 
Forces and Vice-Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission. He 
died on April 9, 1982.                                             p.8 

4. Five major fronts of socialist construction–Capital construction, 
industry, agriculture, transport and fisheries. At the Eighth Plenary Meeting 
of the Fifth Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea held in 
February 1974, Kim Il Sung put forward the policy of scaling the 
objectives of the Six-Year Plan of the National Economy ahead of schedule 
and hitting the targets of socialist economic construction in the near future 
by enlisting the entire Party and all the people. Kim Il Sung made it clear 
that in this grand socialist construction efforts should be concentrated on the 



 

 

five fronts for the immediate period ahead.                       p.21 
5. O Jung Hup–Commander of the Seventh Regiment of the Korean 

People’s Revolutionary Army during the anti-Japanese armed struggle. In 
the days of the Arduous March (December 1938-March 1939) he disguised 
his regiment as the Headquarters and lured the pursuing Japanese troops to 
safeguard the real Headquarters. He was killed in action on December 17, 
1939.                                                    p. 40 

6. Panmunjom Incident–An incident the US troops in south Korea 
provoked on August 18, 1976, in the Panmunjom joint security area. The 
incident is also called the “August 18 incident”. That day the GIs began to 
cut down a tree within the area. Their action breached a prior agreement that 
such work must be agreed upon by both sides first. As the guards of the 
Korean People’s Army demanded suspension of their illegal act, the GIs 
attacked them. The hand-to-hand fighting that ensued claimed several 
casualties on both sides.                                     p. 47 

7. Raktong River–The river that flows from Kangwon Province in 
south Korea to the South Sea of Korea, through North and South 
Kyongsang provinces.  

In the first period of the Fatherland Liberation War the Korean People’s 
Army launched a counterattack against the aggressors and advanced as far 
as the line of the Raktong River.                               p. 54 

8. Juche farming method–A method of farming scientifically and 
technologically as suited to the climatic and soil conditions of Korea, 
biological features of crops and actual characteristics of every field, so 
as to gather rich harvests. Embodying the requirements of the Juche idea 
that every undertaking should be done to conform to the actual situation 
by enlisting the creative wisdom and strength of the masses, it demands 
that high-yielding seeds should be cultivated, the principle of the right 
crop at the opportune time and on the right soil observed in farming and 
the requirements and opinions of the peasants respected in guiding their 
work.                                                p. 66 

9. Kapsan-Musan Guard Road–A border guard road the Japanese 
imperialists built between Kapsan and Musan, a northern border region, in 
order to check a thrust into Korea by the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army.  



 

 

The main force of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army, under 
Kim Il Sung’s command, marched 40 km along this road in broad daylight 
on May 21, 1939, when it made a thrust into Korea.               p. 94 

10. Battle in the Musan area–A campaign the main force of the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army fought under Kim Il Sung’s 
command in the Musan area of northern Korea on May 22 and 23, 1939. 
The victorious campaign demonstrated the might of the Korean People’s 
Revolutionary Army, inspired the Korean people with confidence in 
national liberation and dealt a heavy political and military blow to the 
Japanese military occupiers.                              p. 94 

11. 400-km-long Journey for Learning–A journey Kim Il Sung made 
all alone at the age of 11. As he was instructed by his father that one must 
know Korea well to fight for the Korean revolution, he left Badaogou, 
Changbai County, China, on March 16, 1923, and arrived at his native home 
in Mangyongdae, Korea, on March 29.                         p. 101 

12. 400-km-long Journey for National Liberation–A journey Kim Il Sung 
made with the determination that he would not return to the motherland 
until it became independent. He left his native home in Mangyongdae on 
January 22, 1925, and arrived at Badaogou, Changbai County, China, on 
February 3.                                               p. 101 

13. Three-Revolution Red Flag Movement–An all-people movement 
to step up socialist construction by dint of the three revolutions–ideological, 
technological and cultural. It is a movement to transform all members of the 
society into true revolutionaries, to equip the national economy with the 
latest technology, and to improve the working people’s cultural and 
technical attainments and provide them with the conditions for cultured 
lives.                                                   p. 111 

14. Down-with-Imperialism Union–An organization Kim Il Sung 
formed on October 17, 1926. The immediate task of the union was to 
overthrow Japanese imperialism and achieve Korea’s liberation and 
independence, and its final objective was to build socialism and 
communism in Korea and, further, destroy imperialism everywhere and 
build communism throughout the world.                   p. 151 

15. December 1956 Plenary Meeting of the WPK–The Plenary 



 

 

Meeting of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea held 
from December 11 to 13, 1956. The meeting discussed the national 
economic plan for 1957, the first year of the Five-Year Plan, and the ways 
for carrying it out. Stressing at the meeting that a great upsurge should be 
brought about in socialist construction by efficient political and 
organizational work for arousing the enthusiasm of the masses, Kim Il Sung 
advanced the slogan, “Let us fulfil the Five-Year Plan ahead of schedule by 
increased production and economization!” The meeting ushered in a period 
of great upsurge in socialist construction.                       p. 190 

16. Let-one-machine-tool-make-another movement–A mass 
movement in Korea, by which every machine-tool in industrial enterprises 
produced one machine-tool or more in addition to its major task. While 
guiding a flax mill on the spot in Kyongsong County, North Hamgyong 
Province in March 1959, Kim Il Sung got acquainted with the fact that the 
workers in the mill produced machine-tools with the existing five cutting 
machines. He planned the let-one-machine-tool-make-another movement, 
taking his cue from this mill.  

The Enlarged Meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea, held in May 1959, decided that the 
movement should be conducted in all factories and other industrial 
enterprises. The working class in Korea produced 13,000 machine-tools 
in addition to their set tasks in one year. The movement was launched 
again in the 1980s.                                     p. 203 

17. 519 technological innovation shock brigade–groups organized 
to implement the tasks of technological revolution set forth by President 
Kim Il Sung at the 19th Plenary Meeting of the Fifth Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea.                          p. 243 

18. Sea of Blood-style opera–An opera of a new type created to meet 
the demands of the new era, free from all manner of outdated patterns of the 
conventional opera. The creative work, applying Kim Jong Il’s policy of 
opera revolution, is guided by the principles of serving the people, 
sustaining national characteristics and plainness. 

The term, Sea of Blood-style opera, came into being in 1971, when The Sea of 
Blood, a play Kim Il Sung had produced in the 1930s, was adapted as an opera. 



 

 

For the revolutionary and socialist content, introduction of stanzaic 
song–a basic form of people’s music–and pangchang, into music, and 
introduction of orchestral music, dance and stage art based on Korean 
painting, this type of opera ushered in a new era in the development of 
opera.                                                   p. 250 

19. Pangchang–a type of singing off-stage or off-screen for an opera, 
film, dance or play to explain or complement the inner world of the main 
character, the dramatic circumstances and the flow of the drama.    p. 253 

20. March First Popular Uprising–A nationwide uprising of the 
Korean people for independence from Japanese colonial rule. Kick-started 
by a mass anti-Japanese demonstration in Pyongyang on March 1, 1919, the 
uprising quickly spread to Seoul and the rest of Korea, and to the Korean 
settlements in Japan, Northeast China and the Maritime Territory of Russia. 
The uprising reached its climax in late March and early April, and the 
people participating in the uprising numbered 2 million by the end of May. 
Though brutally suppressed by the Japanese imperialists, the uprising 
demonstrated the ardent patriotism and unbreakable stamina of the Korean 
people, dealt a great blow to Japanese colonial rule and heightened the 
Korean people’s national consciousness.                       p. 284 
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